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| manceof ſuch Religious duties, as Chri- 
ftian Families ought ' to ſpare ſome 
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SINCERELY W1SHETH an increaſe of the 
power of godlineſſe , which is profitable unto 
all things, and hath the promiſes of the life 
that now is , and of that which is to come : 
And HuMBLY PRESENTETH the 
enſuing diſcourſe touching Religious Family- 
duties , in teſtimony of his yeall engagements 
to ſerve themin the LORD » as long as he is 
in this tabernacle, 
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THE 
PREFACE. 


He(s) grace of God that brin- (a) Tir. 2, 
- geth ſalvation , hath abun- *?- 

dantly appeared unto his people in 
theſe latter daies of the Chriſtian 
world, in their effe&uall (b) cal- (b) Revel, 
ling and comming out of myſticall 4: 
Babylon , that they partake not of 
her ſinnes y nor receive of her pla- 
eues. The (c) Spirit of life from (c) Revel. 
God hath entred into his two wit- **'! *: 
neſſes ( who (4) had beene warred (4) Revel, 
2gainſt, and flaine by the beaſt, and *'+7-" 
whoſe dead bodies did lie in the 
+ ftreets of the great city z which 
ſpiriwually is called Sodome and 
Egypt) ſo that they have ſtood 
upon their feet y and (<) gone forth (e) Revel. 
conquering and to conquer by the ©*: 
(f) Sword of the Spirit, which is (f) Ephel. 
the Word of God, (8) che ſtrong ge 
holds of Antichriſt , and all fpirt- _ - at 
' tuall adverſary power whatſoever. 
And hence it is come to paſſe that 
(b)agreat part of Romiſh Babylon 74) revy, 
1s fallen, and a moſt glorious rem- 11.13, 
nant in England,Scorland, Ireland, 
the United Netherlands , Germa- 
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THE PREFACE. 
ny, Bohemia , Denmark, Swe; ' 
den, Poland , Hungary , Helvetiz * 
France , Geneva &c. are becon; 
Proteſtants » giving glory to th; | 
_ —_- of —_— PR_—_ Gra: | 
. Jrace » and (k) ſinging the ſong 
oo _ Moſes the ſervant of God, and th; 
ſong of the Lambe, ſaying » Gra 
and marveilous are thy workes , Lol 
God Almighty ; juſt , and true areth 
waies , thou King of Saints, Who ſhal 
not feare thee, O Lord, and glorik 
thy Name * for thou only art holy : fu 
all nations ſhall come & worſhip befon 
thee, for thy judgments are made mis 


me , 
C)Epheſ.3, Thedifpenſation of (1)the unſezr- 
$.19, Cchableriches of Chriſt according 
tothe manifold wiſdome of God: 
in the behalfe of his Churches and 
people , which have obreined de- 
liverance from their ſpirituall cap- 
(m) 1Cor, tivity, hath likewiſe been (m) made | 
72-1 manifeſt in dividing to every one 
(n) Math, ſeverally as he will, (") either thir- | 
13-2}* try, ſixty, oranhundredfold . As 
may further appeare by a ſhort ſur- 
vey. of the ſtate of his ſeverall 
Churches. viz, 
I. The Lutherane Churches ho 
they 


: 


VEtlh. 
= * chaſed unto themſelves a good de» 3-13. 
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,; they are commoly called) through 


the grace of God , (0) have pur- (9) iTim, 


ree » and great boldneſſe in the 

aith » which is in Chriſt Jeſus , by 
their ſeparating from Antichriſtian 

hereſies, and entertaining the fun- 

damentall do&rines of juſtification 
and falvation by Chriſt alone, For 
howbeit they(p)have builtin ſome (p) 1Cor. 3, 
part wood , hay, ſtubble &c. upon **-!5- 
the foundation, and in that reſpe& 
{hall ſuffer loſſe, yer they ſhalbe ſa- 
ved notwithſtanding as by fire, 

IL. The Reformed Evangelicall 

Churches (as (4) the Bereans were (9)a&, 17, 
morenoble the the Theſſalonians) 1: 
have (r) glorified the Word of ©) ?Thell, 
God,not only in their orthodoxall ts 


' ſoundneſſe in the (f) Principles and (f) Hebr.6. 


doftrine of theSacraments,(t)buil- (/7 co; ,. 
ding gold , flyer , precious ſtones, 12. 


* &c, onthe foundation; bur alſo in 


the vindication of the glory of 
Gods free grace touching his abſo- 
lute Ele&ion of ſome to grace and 
happineſſe ; The efficacy of the 
death of Chriſt for his choſen, cal- 
led , and faithfull ones ; EfteQuall 
conyerlion ; Saving faich ; Cer- 
* 5 talnty 


THE PREFACE, 
tainty of Salvation;& Perſeveranc 2 
in grace unto the end , All whicy « 
may be fully read over in the 2& 
of chat moſt renowned, and mol; 
profitableSynod aſſembled atDor, 
in Holland, Ammo 1618.0 1619, 

III. The Fxench , Scotiſh , ani 
BrlgickReformedChurchegha 
beene ſingularly beautified wit 

W Coloſf, their (v) comely order, & decent 

(x) clothed with amiable humility 

| (y) not thinking more highly. 

(y) Rom, themſelves , then they ought to 

E thinke,nor hierarchically (z) affec 
——_ tiog preeminence » but thinking 
; ſoberly ; As appeareth not only by 
their demeaning and deportingot 

(a) Rom, themſelves, as God (2) hath deal 

32.6,7,8, toevery one in office his gift of ex 

hortiog , teaching z ruling and di 

tributing , for the benefit & com- 

fort of theCongregatios,to which, 
they doe miniſter » and the Con- 
gregations ſubmitting themſelves 
to their Church-offticers 1n the 

Lord; but alſo by their combining 

ES themſelves inco (b) Pretbyteries: 

(© AQ.15, (c) Claſſes, and Synods , for the 

becter and more (4) prudent detet- 

mination of their more weighty 
affaires 


(x) 1Pet.5. 


{b) 1Tim, 


(«) Prov. 
11,14, 


y 
| 
#0 
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2ranc! affaires » (©) accordiog- to Chrifſts (e) yah, 
vhicy order and rule of Diſcipline. 18.17, 
ex, 1V, The people of God in Eng- 

mo land (howbeit their Eccleſtaſticall 

Dor, officers have beene too like to the 


619, 
» and 
hay 
With 
entl 
tlits; 
y-of 
IC to 
ec. 


(f) Angel of the Church of Laodi- (f) Rerel, 

ceas as he is notified inthe Apo- 3-15-17. 

calyps, yet they themſelves) are 

like unto thoſe (s) few in Sardis , (2) Revel, 

which defiled not their garments , 3-4- 

and who {hall walke with Chriſt in 

white,as being worthy of(b)a more (h) iChrou, 

honourable name then any of the 4-9- 

Reformed Churches , for their 

(i)excelling in the power of god- (i)Tfal, 16, 

lineſſe, 3 + 
Therearethree choyce vertues 

(as (k) a threefold coard that 1s not (k) Eccleſ, 


ex. quickly broke) which have truely 4-2 


ennobled, and renowned the peo- 
ple of God in England,and greatly 
magnitied the grace of God con- 
ferred on them above other Chur- 


+ Ches;z viz. 1, The(!) high prizing (1) Jer. #7; 


and conſcionable ſanQifying of the *# 
Lords day, 2.The(m)due efteeme (m) a&t.12, 
and joyfull frequenting of Lec- *+ 
tures. 3. The (») carefull and con- (n) Genet, 
Rant performance of religious fa- '5-'9- 
mily-duties. 

* 6 Fuſt 1 
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Firſt » the unfeigned reſpes g « 
the people of God in Englandty x 
the ſan&ifying of the Lords day; | 


{0)Rotn, 1, are (0) ſpoken of throughout thy; | 


(p) 1fa.58$, 
13, 


Chriſtian world , both in regard 
their godly-learned treatiſes inju- | 
ſtificacion of the morality of th: 
fourth commandement and kee. 
ping holy of the Sabbath day, 
beyond what 15 ordinarily to þt 
ſeenein the books of forraine Di 
vines; and alſo in regard of ther 
moſt ſpirituall exemplary pradtiſe, 
(p) Calling the Sabbath a delight , th 
holy of the Lord, honourable, and hs 
nouring him,not doing their owne wait, 
nor finding their owne pleaſure , nn 
ſpeaking their owne words , Ec, 
True it is, the generality both 
of che Miniſters & People in Eng- 
land have conceited too meanly, 
and unbeſeemingly of the Lord 
day as 15 palpably argued by the 
common negle& and contempt of 
preaching , and by the unwarran- 
eable liberties given and taken ot 
that day ; Yea there have bcene 
found (ome in England (like thoſe 


(q At.6.9. 0f(q)the Synagogue of Libertines 


that cotradited the bleſſed martyt 
Ste- 
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is, Stephe) who have imployed both 
ad ty! their witts» & tongues, & pennes » 
day; te plead againſt the neceſſary and 
t thy iri& keeping holy the Sabbath 
rd day, But albeit the more number- | 
njvw ſomeand greater ſort doe (t) com» (*) Het, 1t 


f the 


paſſe Godabout with lyes» & de- *** 


* ceic; yetthe better & more pious 


people doe rule with God, and are 
faichfull with che Saints ; being 
heartily (1) greived for the abom1- (f) Ezek-5, 
nations done in the midſt of the 4 
land on the Sabbath day , 

Secondly, the fincere reſpe&s 
of the people of God in England 
to LeAures, appeare both by their 
great (t) coſts to uphold and eſta» (t) 2 Sam, 
bliſh them z where maintenance 24-24- 
hath beene wanting otherwiſe ; 
andlikewiſe by the fulneſſe of the 
aſſemblies, nor only in London , 
and greater cities, but alſo in other 


he: parts of the countrey , where they 


areuſed, Oh how my ſpirits are 
revived and cheered, and my heart 
(v) comforted within me, when [ (v) Pat. 
call to minde the great concourſe” 1231-3» 
of well-affe&ed Chriſtians in ſeve- 
rall parts of Lancaſhire and Che- 
thire (where ſometimes I had oY 
J- 
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Ration) who have reſorted to Lec. 
tures'and monethly exerciſes (x 

(x) Iſa.60. (x) doyes fly to their windoys) 

” going from ſtrength to ſtrength! 
many miles round about till the 
appeared before God in the aſlem. 
bly of Saints. Such their courk 
ſeemed to be a reall & experimen. 
tall commentary on the 84Pſalme, 

True it is, there hath beene ſpe. 
Ciall oppoſition againſt LeRures it! 
England (I tremble co mention it) 
through che abſurd unreaſonable. 

(y}zThef, neſſe of ſome ſeeking (y) to hinder 

3.2. the free courſe of the Goſpell. But 

(z) zTim, ſuch their (z) folly and madneſſein 

3-8.9, reſiſting the cruech is made mani 
feſt toall men. 

Thirdly, the reſpeRive perfor- 
mance of religious family-dutics 
by the people of God in England 
crowneth their keeping of the 
Sabbath , and attendance on Lec- 
tures : ſich chereby it is demonſtrs 

fa)Dent,s, ted » that their (=) Chriſtian pro- 

5,7. feflion 1s to purpoſe,turning words 

into works, and attaining a powel 
of godlinelle, aſwell as the forme 
01lit, 

True 1s, that ſome profeſling 

chem- 
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Lec. themſelves to be the people of 
S (87 God,notwithRtanding that family- 
ow) duties are (b) of the great things of (b) roſ,8. 
Ngtthelaw » yet doe count them as a 2+ 
thej! range thing : Not unlike thoſe 
lem-' ;onorant baptized (c) diſciples at (c)a,194 
our Epheſus » who being aſked, whe- *: 
vel-' ther they had received- the holy 
lme,” Ghoſt ſince they had beleeved , 
[pe ſaid.» They had not ſo much as 
exit” heard whether there be any holy 
nit) Ghoſt, Bur (4) I beſeech ſuch to (qa, 
ble. ſuffer the words of inftru&ion and 13.22, 
ide exhortation in the diſcourſe. en» 
But ſuing. True it is alſo » there are 
ſein ſome (<)ſcoffing Iſmaelsand (f)gie- (e)Gen. 21, 
atk ring Micals » who doe deſpiſe in 9. 

their hearts , and perſecute what in C459 
ot" them lieth the families that call 515.25" 
tes: upon Gods Name for their per- 
nd. formance of family-duties, But ler 
the ſuch know, that godly-families are 
ec-" not wont to be daunted by (8) rhe (g) Hebr, 
+ tryall of cruell mockings » as being 11-35: 
[0- refolvedin their meaſure with Da- 
'G vids to be(b) yer more vile then (1) , 8am, 
rel! thus, if this be to be. vile; and with 6.24. 
ne Jolhuazthat however it may ſeeme 

evMl ro others to ſerve the Lord; . _ 
"gs. Yet (i) as for them & their houſes, {!) ] 
Ne they 


THE PREFACE. | 
they will ſerve the Lord. | 
Now foraſmuch as many oftif 
Lords approved workme have 
ken in hand to ſer forth their wel 
ſtudied labours,to defend and pry 
mote the religious obſervation « 
the Lords day » and to juſtify uf 
encourage effectuall reaching? 
and fruitfull hearing of che word 
It ſeemed good to me alſo, know, 
(k) Philip, ing that I am (&) ſet for the cal 
1.17. of the Goſpel, to put forth ny; 
flender talent in compoſing an E/? 
ſay touching the neceſlity » nature?, 
and manner of performance of 
ligious family-duties , if ſo I 
(1) —_ give an (1) account = my ſtewa 
25.19 {hip with joy , and be ſpared accot 
rags wh ding to the Atomatr— SfGods t 
Nch,13.22 der mercies » when I ſhalbe ſung, 
moned to a reckoning in that day, 
And this I have attempted tit 
(m) Pſa, Father (m)for my brethren & con, 
122.8, panions ſakes , whoſe ſpiritui?, 
good and proſperity I unfeigneds; 
deſire and ſecke after : partly tf 
ſtirre up and helpe forward the fin; 
cere and zealous deyotions of ſuct \ 
(n) Pſa, as defire to (n) walke within ther , 
10..2, houſes with a perfeR heart ; part); 
| lixe- 
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ox to provoke ſuch as are of 


ave Beater abilities to contribute out 
| = ftheir (0) old and new ſtore into (5) Math. 
Fo. our Lords treaſury , who ſtandeth 1352. 
| OMe) to behold and obſerve, and will (p) Mark 
Ip raciouſly accept and commend 12441, 
p. the liberality of offerers , be the 
"Vit never ſo meane. It is undoub- 
"_ Tedly (q) well done of Gods good (q) Math. 
10nd Faithfull ſervants» the godly. 35-223, 
cZealous reachers1n England, that 
p/au their ſermons and treatiſes, they 
"doe moſt ſeriouſly call for, and fre- 
ry quently inculcate an exerciſe and 
MR oraftiſe of religious family-duaties; 
ut vet me thinks it may ſeeme to 
ſome upbraiding of the refor- 
ed timesthat there is no peculiar 
reatiſe beſtowed on this ſubje& ; 
MP2r leaſt that I have either ſeene or 
1I%eyer heard of, 
9 The bleſſing of God (r) the Fa- (r) Ephef, 
Mther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (of 3145+ 
2 whom the whole family in heaven 
and on earth is named) and (C) the (Cf) Jeremy 
.© God of all the families of the En. 3'-' 
"> gliſh Iſrael, goe along graciouſly 
© with this poore and weake endea- 
= your , for the glory of his great 
Name, and che ſpiricuall welfare 
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of my moſt endeared country 
men: Even ſo prayeth his Lox 
unworthy ſervant and humbley 
titioner atthe throne of grace, 


ThHoOMAs Pact 


[ 
-E | A 
uy Series or order of the ſeverall 


Propoſitions in the enſuing De- 


abley 
F monſtration., 


ce, 


leeve that the Lord is God, 
AGI. 2, Such 45s know and beleeve that the Lord is 
God, ought to worſhip and ſerve him . 
3. God ought to be worſhipped and ſerved accor- 
ding to his owne y—_— . 
By 4 Theword of God is the rule of the worſhip and 
ſervice which God hath appointed . 
5, The rule direed in the Word is not only ex. 
reſiedin doftrinall precepts , but alſo is im 
plied in the promiſes , threatnings, and ex- 
amples . 
6. One cheife direfion is,that God be ſerved every 
day in ſome religious exerciſes . 
\& 7» A religious ſanflifying of the Sabbath day, 
doeth not exempt any from religious dutiss 
on theworking daies . 
8. The kindes of religious exerciſes to be obſerved 
every day, are Prayer, Exerciſe inthe Scrip« 
ture , and Meditation . 
9. Prayer ought to be performed every day « 
10. Conceived prayer is beſt approved . 
11. Yetit is lawfull, and may be expedient for ſome 
to uſe ſet formes of prayer . 
1:2. Exerciſe in the Scripture ought to be every day. 
3+ Seripture-exerciſe conſiſteth in Reading , Sin- 
8&8 


1. i 5 agrand concernment to know and bee 


ging of Pſalmes, Catechizing,& Confer 
14. Reading of the Scripture ought to be uſed d, 
15.1t is agood courſe for the moſt part to readji 
Word in order . 
16.Singing of Pſalmes ought to be uſed frequenj 
17.Catechiſing ought to be uſed pany =” 
18.1t is lawfull , and may be expedient to uſe ai 
forme of ſome approved Catechiſme . 
19. Conference of Scripture matters ought 10) 
frequent . 
20. Meditation ought to be daily . 
2 1. The moſt ſeaſonable time of every day ſhouldit 
taken for religious duties . | 
2.2. Morning and Evening are the moſt ſeaſonal 
times of every day for the ſervice of prayn, 
and Scripture-exerciſe, 
2.3.In ſome caſes the performance of religions ſt. 
vices , may ſometimes be omitted. | 
2.4.When ſuch caſes are , it ought tobe greiva 
to ſuch as by occaſion are neceſſitated to ſus 


omiſſions . | 

25.Vnjuſt or ſleight pretences for omiſſions ſhoull 
be taken heed of . 

26.Movre or leſſe time muſt be taken unto religiou 
duties, according as circumſtances will alloy, 

2.7. The Families of Gods people ought both mar 
ning and evening to performe ſuch religion! 
ſervices . 

28.Such religious ſervices for every day ought tobt 
performed by the whole family joyntly , and 
together , 

2.9.But 


ferenll 4.0, But Meditation ought notwithſtanding to be 
1a” performed by the ſeverall members of the 
readily family apart by themſelves . - 
| 20.In performance of religious family-duties, ſome 
Hen” oneof the family ſhould be as the mouth of the 
* reſt, for the utterance of what # performed . 
ſe aſs $1.Yet in ſinging of Pſalmes all the members of the 
family ought to lift up their voices together. 
10 2.2, The Governour of the family ordinartly is the 
fitteſt perſon #0 be as the month of the reſt of 
the family . 
Wale 33. The Governour of the family may according to 
| hy place and gift inflrutt his family ; aſwell 
nah 4s pray with them . 
aytn,. 34.Yet he may not preſume above his place and 
abilities in a courſe of infirufing of them . 
$ ſer) 3 5. The Governour of the family in ſome caſes may 
| larfully depute ſome fit perſon of his houſ« 
ou! hold to performe ſome ſervice which he him« 


ſutl elfe otherwiſe ought to ſee unto . 

* 36.Tf the Governour be remiſſe or indiſpoſed here- 
oull, unto , then the wife , or ſome other ought to 

the worke forward . 
tou; 37. If the Governour be froward , ſo as not to ad- 
op, | ' mit of family-duties ; then the inferiours 
or ought to redeeme time, with as good conve- 
out! niency as poſſibly they may . 
39, The ſeverall members of the family ought to 

1 performe religious ſervices in ſecret , beſides 
nd their joynt ſervice of God, 


= 3 9./pon extraordinary occaſions , religious fami- 
al lies 
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lies ought to ſpend move then ordinary ti | 

yea ſometimes whole daies together in rely; 
ous ſervices . 

40. pon occaſion of extraordinary ſervice, it 
lawfull & may be expedient to cravethy 
faſtance of neighbour godly-brethren , 

41.Inextraordinary caſes and occaſions , reli 
ous faſting may and ought to be added toi 
other religious ſervices . $ 

42.Religious faſting may be uſed in families vi 
aſſiſtants, aſwell as publickly , as occaju 
ſhallrequire . | 

43 There are ſundry extraordinary occaſions 
religious ſervices to be accompanied wif 
faſting . 

44+As the occaſions may be moye frequent, ſo ou 
the ſervices to be frequent alſo . 

45. As ſanfifying the Sabbath day exemptethn 
from working-daies ſervice in families, |$ 
neither doe working-daies ſervices exemj 
from keeping the Sabbath day holy, whol,, 

46. Publick ſervices in the ſolemne Congregains 
ought cheifly to be ſeene unto on the $i 
bath lay . 

47.Yet it concermth Chriſtian families and it6 
members thereof to ſee to other ſervices d 
on the Sabbath day , both in the family as 
in ſecret . 

43. Alldue caution and circumſpeion ought to) 
uſed for the declining of finiſter cariagt" 
any kind of religious duties , 4 

49-4 


y in 9 All religious Tervices ought to be performed by 
rely; &— all ſorts, ina ſpirituall and holy manner , 
and due order . 
e, ito, The performance of religious family-duies 
thi ought not tobe reſted in, but God i to be 
, » dependedonfor by bleſſing the ſame . 
rely 1.Such families as call not on Gods Name, are 
dtojil in amoſt dangerous ſlate 
$2. Solikewiſe are ſuch families as doe performe re- 
TI”. ligious duties amiſſe . 
ceaſus 3.50 are they alſo that are careleſſe of learning to 
' reade, andof procuring, or making uſeof 
my Bibles. 
d gif 4. Thoſe families ave altogether inexcuſable, as doe 
' © walkecontrary to thegood waies of God. 
oy 5-Governours of families ought to endeavour ear= 
neſily after ſoundneſſe of judgment, and god- 
thn = lineſſe of converſation . 
es, 6. Governours ought to ſee to the waies of the 
xemþ members of their families , committed to 
olb, their charge. 
atin$ 7-Members of families ought to be traftable 
(F1 and ready to joyne in family-duties , ſubmit- 
ting to their Governours therein . 
id 5 $+ Thoſe families are happy as , having the Lord 
5 all to be their God, doe ſerve him according to 
y a Lis wil, 
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I. PROPOSITION, 


tisthe cheife 8 grand concern- 
ment of all people toknow & 
beleevethat the Lord is God. 


Infallible proofes taken out of the word of 
God to confirme the Propoſition . 


T= importance of this firſt Propoſition 
is declared by ewo ſure witneſſes , even 
the ewo moſt eminent Prophets of the old 
& new Teſtament, Moſes , & Chriſt. Mo- 
ſes the man of God doeth effeRually incul- 
cate it to the Iſraelites in the booke of Deu- 
teronomie » according to all that the Lord 
had given him in commandement unto they 
Deur, 4-3 9. Know therefore this day,& conſider 
' it nthine heart , that the Lord he is God mm heaven 
above,& upon the earth beneath : there none elſe. 
And Chrift Ieſus (who was faithfull ro him 
that appointed him, as alſo Moſes was faith- 
full in all his houſe » Heby.3.2.) being aſked 
Mark. 12. 28. Whichis the firſt commandement 
A 


of 
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2 A DEMONSTRATION 
of all * Anſwered wverſ. 29. The firſt of al 
commandements # , Heare GC Iſrael, the Lord, 
God, is one Lord. 


Reaſons or arguments taken out of Gods war 
to demonſirate the 1. Propoſition . 


I. ReasoNn. Becauſe God himſt 
(who is infinite in wiſdome and underſt 
dings Pſal. 147.5.) doeth plainly teſtify, 
the moſt ſeeming , conſiderable & valu 
eſtimates of peoplezare of no worth in cor 
parifo of knowing him to be the Lord Go 
See lerem. 9.23, 24. Thus ſaith the Lord,! 
not the wiſe man glory in his wiſdome , neithn 
the mighty man glory in his might ; let not ther 
man plory in hy riches : But let him that glorit 

glory in this ; that he underſtandeth & know 
me , that I amthe Lord, &c. 

IL REas. Becauſe knowledge and} 
lecfe that the Lordis God is both a gd 
meanes,& alſo a cleere evidence of life ct 
nall : For ſo our bleſſed Saviour acknowl: 
geth & affirmeth 1n his heavenly prayer 
the behalfe of his diſciples a little before! 
ſufferings; Iohn. 17.3. This is life eternal 
they might know thee the only true God, 0 
Now that this 15 of grand concernment, 
may be gathered from Moſes his ſolem 
atteſtatio mentioned, Deur. 30.1 9. I cal 
ven C earth to record this day againſt you tht 
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OF FAMILY-DUTIES, 
have ſet before you life & death, bleſſing & curſing : 
therefore chooſe life that thou && thy ſeede may live . 

HI. Reg as. Becauſe ignorance of God, 
or anot knowing him to be the Lord, will 
expoſe peopleto everlaſting deftrutio from 
the preſence of the Lord, & from the glory 
of his power at the latter dav: As it is writtE, 
2.TheſT, 1.7,8,9. The Lord Teſus ſhalbe revealed 
from heaven with his mighty Angels , In flami 
fare, taking vengeance on them that know not Go 
&c. So that the terrour of the Lord ſhould 

r\wade men to looke ſeriouſly after the 
naar th of God: 2.Cor.5.11. For what 
15 2 man profited, if he ſhall gaine the whole 
world , and looſe his owne ſoule? Or what 
ſhall a man give 1n exchange for his ſoule 9 
Math.16.26, 


Obſervation for better underſtanding the mea- 
ning of the 1. Propoſition . 


Albeit the nature of the Majeſty of God 
is infinite & incomprehenſible, & therefore 
cannot perfe&ly be knowne of any people; 


" ASitis moſtexcellently argued, Iob: 1 1.7,8, 


9. Canft thou by ſearching finds out God ? Canſt 
thou finde out the Almighty unto perfeftion 2 It 
4 high as heaven , what canſt thou doe ? deeper 
then hell, what canſt thou know ® The meaſure 
thereof is longer then the earth , & broader then the 
ſea: And 1.Timoth, 6. 16. — dwelling in the 

Az: light, 


4 A DEMONSTRATION 
light , which no man can approch unto , wha) 
man hath ſeene, nor can ſee : Yet the Lord ha 
made manifeſt in his works » that whit 
may be knowne of God. Rom. 1.1 9,20. !: 
and he hath ſo revealed & declared himſel 
in his word by his only begotten ſonne, Tok 
1.18. Hebr.1. 1. that his people may 1a thi 
meaſure attaine unto all riches of the fi 
aſſurance of underſtanding to the acknoy 
ledgment of the myſtery of God. Colof.:. 


II. PROPOSITION. 

Such peopleas doe know & bt 

leeve that the Lord is God, ugh. 
to performe religious worſhip! 
ſervice unto his divine Majeſty, 


PkooF. Moſes the ſervant of the Lor 
inferreth this ſecond Propoſition from th 
proofe alledged to confirme the former, 
of Deut. 4.39. concluding thus ver.40. Th; 
ſhalt keepe therefore his ſtatutes and commani, 
ments , &c. Now this 15s one of his comma! 
dements, that he be worſhipped: for ſoot) 
Saviour Chriſt expoundeth Moſes, Math. 
10. It is written thou ſhalt worſhip the Lordi 
Ged. Inlike manner the Pſalmilt having «1 
calionally ſhewed how ic was made knowl 
to Iudah & Iſrael that God is the Lord i! 
diſpenſation of his word , & ordinances 0 
work 


OF FAMILY-DUTIES, 5 
hon! works; Pſal.76.1,2,3. inferreth thence, verſ. 
d hat 11. Vow & pay unto the Lord your God ; let all 
whit ghat be round about him bring preſents unto him 
0. }t that ought to be feared ; that is to ſay, Let Gods 
mſel/ people that doe know and beleeve that the 
2,1 Lord is God, performe religious hommage 
1 thi and worſhip to him , 
e fv I, Reas. Becauſe the Gentiles, who 
xno have not the uſe of the holy Scriptures, are 
ſ.:4\convinced by the light of the law of nature 
their conſciences bearing witneſſe , Rom. 2. 
by 141 5-that he that is God, ought to be reli- 
giouſly worſhipped; and accordingly have 
U9l-beene wont (albeic ſuperſticiouſly) co order 
ip their courſe , as is evident not only fto their 
4, Owne books, but alſo in ſundry paſſages of 
Y* the Bible. See for this the Apoſtle Pauls te- 
LaſRimony touching che Athenians, when by 
m thoccaſion he ſojourned at the Univerſity of 
erdtAthens , A&.17.22,23. Yee men of Athens, I 
« Thpercerve that in all things ye are too ſuperſtitious : 
nant For as I paſſed by & beheld your devotions, I found 
man Altar with this inſcription, TO THE UN- 
ouKNOWNE GOD ; whom ye therefore igno- 
zth,czantly worſhip, him declare I unto you . 
rd IL. Reas. Becauſe a knowledge & be- 
goleete that the Lord isGod,implieth a know- 
omledgein ſome meaſure, of his Name, Attri- 
d inbutes, & Works ; how greatzhow gracious» 
s (how dreaded, and how glorious they are: 
ork A 3 the 


6 A DEMONSTRATION 
the worth and excellency whereof doe ch 
lenge and call for hommage and worſhipy 
due thereunto. For even ſo the holy ſerya 
of Godin Scripture doe argue. See leren 
10.6,7. Foraſmuch a there is none like untotly 
O Lord, thou art great, and thy Name is grui 
might ; who would not feare thee , O king of nd 
ons , Cc. Plal. 95.6. O comelet 1s loa Hp 
fall downe , & kneele before the Lord our Mat 
Revel. 4-1 1. Thou art worthy,O Lord, to rue 
glory, and honour , and power , for thou haſt a: 
jd all things , &c. 

OBStkvar. It is an infallible ſign: 
profane folly , and of abominable Arheil 
10 heart (notwithſtanding any profeſs 
otherwiſe with the lips) when God is not! 
prayer worſhipped and ſerved . This ise 
monſtrared, Pal. 14.1,& verſ.4. being cot 
pared together ; Thefoole hath ſaid in hy bd 
there # no God: They call not upon the Lon 


II. PROPOSITION. 
Thereligious worſhip and 


vice, which people ſhould pe 
forme unto God, ought toi 


ſuch as God himſelfe doeth inl 


tute and appoint , 


Pxaooer. The ſcopeand ſumme of 
Fl 


[ OF FAMILY-DUTIES. - 
oe > affirmative pare underſtood in the ſecond 
rſhipy commandement of the Decalogue , Exod. 
ſerya 20+ 4-is » that God ought to be worſhipped 
[erex according to his owne 1nftitutio & appoint- 
1toth ment. Moreover likewiſe the ſumme of the 
great commiſſion given by our Saviour Chriſt in 
; of ng the new Teſtament to the Mliniſters of the 
ip,« Goſpell, is» that they doe only teach his 
Maj commandements; as it is expreſſed » Math. 
ors 23-19. Goe ye, & teach all nations, — Teaching 
+ft cy them to obſerve all things whatſoever 1 have com- 
manded you . 


Ione 1. Res. Becauſe God himſelfeis the 
heis onely Lawgiver and ſoveraigne King of his 
eg Churches; as it is both taught and acknow- 
not! Iedged in the old Teſtament, and alſo inthe 
$ is New. See Ifa.3 3-22. For the Lord is our Tudge, 
> cog the Lord # our Lawgiver, (or ſtatute-maker) 
+ by the Lord is our King. Iam.4.12. Theren one 
Lon} £awgiver , who #s able to ſave , & to defiroy . 
Il. Re as. Becauſe ſuch religious wor- 
{hip and ſervice as is tendered unto God z 
, which is not according to his owne inſtituti- 
on and appointment; 1s a vaine worſhipping 
PE: of him , notwithſtanding any prerence 
y whatſoever either of antiquity , cuſtome z 
nl ſeeming reaſonableneſſe , or humane autho- 
rity;&c. For fo our Saviour Chriſt alledgeth 
& approveth out of the propheſie of Elaias» 
ft. Mat, 15.9. 1nvaine they doe worſhip me ,teaching 
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Q A DEMONSTRATION 
for dofrines the commandements of men . Yea 
heace it is that theLordGod in high diſple/ 
ſure hath ſometimes executed fearfull py 
niſhment on tranſgreſſors in ſuch kind; | 
to be ſeene in his proceedings againſt th 
ſonnes of Aaron very remarkably, Levit.u, 
1,2. Nadab and Abihu the ſonnes of Aaron,tui 
either of them hy cenſer , & put fire therein, @ 
incenſe thereon , and offered ſtrange fare befori: 
Lord, which he commanded them not. And tho 
went out fire from the Lord, and devoured thin 
and they died before the Lord. 

OBsSeRv. Like as Monarchs & kings 
the earth are wont co take juſt offence ata 
of their ſubjeRs , that doe uſurpe upon the 
rovall prerogative , in preſuming to doe 0 
requiring any thing to be done, or execute 
1m their owne names, and not in the named 
their Prince; accounting ſuch difloyaltyt 
the compalle of Premmire: Eve ſo the Go 
of heaven &: earth (who is King of kings: & 
Lord of lords Revel. 19. 16.) wilbe high 
offended at all thoſe preſumpruous ones)? 
are bold ro ſerve him otherwiſe then he hat 
given direion; as may appeare by che A 
poſtle Paul his totimation to the Church: 
of Galatia, Galar. 1.8, 9. But though weora 
Angel from heaven , preach any other Goſpel uni 

you, then that which we have preached unto you 
let him be accurſed . As we ſaid before , ſo ſa)! 
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| Yea1110w againe, If any man preach any other Goſpel 
diſply#919 v0, then that ye have received , let him be ac- 


"lo Curſed » 
rele FE" IV. PROPOSITION. 


nf + The revealed will or word of 
vitn God, which is conteined in the 


on, 


; ” holy Scripture , or Canonicall 
fo; books of the old , & new Teſta- 
14 ment, is the abſolute rule of di- 

*retion unto ſuch worſhip & reli- 
ngs « Lious ſervice, as is of Gods owne 
22 jnſtiturion and appointment to 


= be obſerved and performed unto 


cur, his moſt divine Majeſty . 
re: ProoF. This Chriſt ſheweth 1n the pa- 
Got rable of Dives and Lazarus, Luk. 16. 29. 
by Abraham ſaith unto him, They have Moſes & the 
p "1 Prophers, let them heare them. Thus Moles 
5 reacheth, Deut.2 9. 29. The ſecret things belong 
0 unto the Lord our God : but thoſe things which are 
revealed belong unto us, & to our children for ever, 
that we may doe all the words of ths law. And 
| thus the godly Bereans approved themlel- 
vesSz aS1t may appeare in that honourable te- 
ſtimony given untothem AR. 17. 11. Theſe 
were more noble then thoſe in Theſialonica , in that 
they 
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10 A DEMONSTRATION 
they received the word with all readineſſe of mini, 
ard ſearched the Scriptures daily , whetherthq 
things were ſo . | 
I. Reas. Becauſe the holy Script 
divinely inſpired , were therfore given uw! 
us » that we might walke in the light of thi 
& ſo be made wiſe unto ſalvation by ob 
ving the diretions in them, Iſa,8, bes 
And when they ſhall ſay unto you; Seeke unto 
that have familiar ſpirits, and unto wizardsii 
eepe and that mutter : Should not a people a: 
unto their God *? foy the living tothe dead?) 
the law , & to the teſtimony : if they ſpeakenots 
cording tothis word , it is becauſe there is noly 
inthe. 2.Timoth. 3.16317, All Script 
given by inſpiration of God,es ts profitable fork 
trine , for reproofe , foy correftion, for inſirufu 
mm righteouſneſſe: That the man of God may beji 
fe, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good works, 
II. Reas. Becauſe God (who isa $ 
rit; Lohn.4. 24. Infinite; Pfal, 1 47.5. Ei 
n21] > Immortall, Inviſible , only wiſe;! 
Timoth, 1.17. Almighty;Gen, 17. 1. God 
Pſal. 1 36.1, Gracious and Mercifull; Ex 
34.6. Holy; loſh. 24. 19. Iuft; Deut. 314 
Perfet; Math. 5.45. and Glorious; Exe 
33-18.) cannot have a worſhip ſutable x 
proportioned unto his excellent Majef 
ſaveas he hath appointed and revealed! 
ſame in his Word, Sce Proy, 30, 1123s 
Jy 
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of ming ,6. The words of Agur the ſonne of Iakeh , even 
therthg he prophecie ; The man ſpake unto Ithiel, even 
amo Ithiel and Veal . Surely 1 am more brutiſh 
riptinghen any man, and have not the underſtanding of 
en unaman . I neither learned wiſdome , nor have the 
of thiknowledge of the holy. 1/ho hath aſcended up into 
y Obleheaven,or deſcended? Who hath gathered the wind 
194191 by fifts * who hath bound the waters in a gar- 
110 thment? who hath eſtabliſhed all the ends of the earth? 
rdrtizohat # hy name, and what # hy ſonnes name, if 
ple ſuzhou canft tell* Every word of God # pure: het 
id? Ta ſhield unto them that put their truſt in him. Adde 
note thou not unto bu words , left he reproove thee , 
noly & thou be found alyar, As if Agur hadſaid , 
ptr Such is the Majeſty » & Myſtery of che 1n- 
fork comprehenſible God even the Father, and 
1 of Jeſus Chriſt in his hypoſtaticall union 
bes: being Ithiel, or Immanuel , God with us; 
ks, that no man further then he 1s taught by the 
a $7 pure word of God, & ordereth himſelte ac- 
Ez cording to it » without any adding thereun- 
ſe;© to, can aright worſhip him in Spirits and 1n 
3006 trueth , as the Father ſeeketh . 
x OBSEKvAT. Albeit the inviſible things 
2, of Godſeene inthe Creation of the world, 
x0 Rom. 1. 20, andinthe works of his Provi- 
> dencey At.14. 17, and inthe law written 
ef} 1n mens hearts, Rom. 2,15.doe ſerve to leave 
1} men without excuſe , for their not wor- 
1: ſhipping of God , as is meet: Yet none of 
A 6 thele 


12: A DEMONSTRATION 
theſe doe ſufficiently and effectually cle 
mens underſtandings touching the waiesy 
God, where Scripture is not likewiſe m4 
uſe of ; as Chriſt convinceth the Sadducs! 
Math. 2.2.29. Ye doe erre,not knowing the Sen. 
FHYES . ; 
V. PROPOSITION. | 
The dire&ion or paterne oft; 
ligious worſhip and ſervice unt 
God,conteinedin the holyScrj 
ture,is propounded & ſet down 
in a various methode or manne! 
viz. Somtimes ſome parts of | 
are direftly expreſſed in Precep 
& Doctrines; and ſomtimes ſon 
parts of it are only implyed, ani 
to be gathered by good conk 
quence from Promiſes, Threa 
nings, Examples, &c. mention 
& hiſtoricaly related, 


PkooOF. I, The books of Moſes, 1 
theProphets doe in great part confalt of Pr 
cepts and doAtrines ; See Exod. 20. 1.& 
conteining the Decalogue. See alſo Mat 
5+ & 6, & 7. Cap, comeining Ghriſts ſerms 

0 


OF FAMILY-DUTIES. 1; 
' Clexpn the mount , &c. : ; 
att [. The Scriprure aboundeth 1n precious 
© mat Promiſes unto the conſcionable obſervers 
ducazof ſome religious courſes , that are not ex- 
eSmyprefſely commanded. An inſtance hereof is 
4n Revel. 1.3. Bleſſed is he that readeth, & they 
that heare the words of thy prophecie, & keep thoſe 
of rvhings which are written therein : Albeic there 
un i5 20 expreſſe commandemeanr to read the 
2 booke of the Revelation, and to obſerve the 
ICID: contents of it: yer the bleſſing promiſedto 
wh; the reading, hearing and keeping, 1mplieth 
ne! that ſuch courſe is wel-pleafing to God , & 
© conſequently chat he willeth and requireth 
of i theſame. 
cept ITE. The holy Scripture is full of Threat- 
p nings of judgments and curſes to be inflic- 
OI: redandexecured on people in caſe of ſome 
ant courſes omitted , which vet are not expreſ- 
ne 1y commanded to be praiſed, An inſtance 
hereof is in Jerem. 10, 25. Porwre out thy 
Tell: fury upon the families that call not upon thyName. 
YNt Howbeit there 15 no where in Scripture an 
expreſſe Precept given to families to call 
upon Gods Namezyet this propheticall im- 
» 4 precation or threatning of Gods fury to fa» 
Pr: milies for omiſſion or contempt of ſuch 
,& courſe, implieth that Godrequireth fami- 
1a! hesto call upon his Name: For Godin pu- 
me. niltung any doth alwaies proceed god 
(. en, 
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Gen, 18. 25. Shallnot the Indge of all theearh” 


doe right ? 


IV. Sundry books both in the old and 


new Teſtament , are in great part hiſtorical 
and exemplary , conteining divers examples 
of imitable practiſes, which have no expreſſ: 
commandement. An inſtance hereof is in 


AR.14.23. When they bad ordained Elderin 


every Church, &c. T his hiſtoricall example 
1mplieth , that although there is no expreſſ 
dire&ion to ordaine Elders 1n everyChurch, 
yer notwithſtanding that every Church 
ought ro have Elders. 

I. Reas. Becauſe if the dire&ions in 
the holy Scripture ſhould not be aſwell gz 
thered and drawne by juſt conſequence from 
Promiſes , Threatnings, and Examples, s 
from Do&rines and Precepts,then it would 
follow , that ſundry portions of the Scrip- 
tures » could not be applied for common in- 


firution : which yer is a principall end of 


all Scripture. See Rom. 1 5.4. For whatſorre 
things were written aforetime , were written for ou 
learning , that we through —__ and comfort 
the Scriptures might have hope . 1.Corinth. 10. 
11, Now all theſe things happened unto them fu 
enſamples , & they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come. 

Il. Reas. Becauſe ſuch direRions 3 
are implied by good conſequence inthe ye 
j 
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' lyScriptures by way of Promiſe, Threat- 


ion or intimation of ſome commande- 
ments,the which are not dire&ly expreſſed; 
As namely the obſervati6 of the Lords day, 
or firſt day of the weeke , inſtead of the ſe- 


ning » or Example, may be ſaid to be the ex- 
poh 


| yenth dayzor Sabbath of che old Teſtament, 


Revel. 1. 10, AR. 20. 7. 1.Corinth. 16. 2. 
The baptiſing of wome aſwell as men, Att. 
16.15. &c. For our Saviour Chriſt after his 
Reſurreftion , & before his Aſcention ſpake 
unto his Apoſtles of things perteining to the 
kingdome of God, as it 15 written, AR.143, 
Sothat doubtleſſe things praiſed by them 
afterwards,which are mentioned inthe Ads ' 
ofthe Apoſtles, were obſerved by vertue of 
ſuch his diretion . And whereas it is ſaid , 
1.lohn. 3.4. Sinne # thetranſgreſſion of the law; 
The meaning ſeemeth to be extended thus 
farre , that the law 1s tranſgreſſed not only in 
inning againſt expreſſe precepts : but alſo 
2painſt implied commandements in any of 
the forementioned waies of Promiles s 
Threatnings z or Examples recorded in the 
Scriptures, 

I. OBSERVAT. The ten commande- 
ments being exceeding broad: Pſal. 119.96. 
cannot be interpreted according to their juſt 
latitude, ualeſſe their expoſition be exten- 
ded unto Promiſes, Thieatniogs » _ 
PICS3 


| 
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165 A DEMONSTRATION 
ples , &c, throughout the Scriptures, in 
plying the true and full meaning of themi, 
ſundry particulars: As is molt evidentlyy.” 
be ſeene in the affirmative part underſtood; 
of the ſecond and third commandements( 
the firſt cable . 4 
II. OBseERvaT. The Examples reg, j 
fred in the holy Scriptures may be ſaid 
be imitable , or that ought to be imitated, 
againſt which.no juſt exception can be raki f 
nor any good reaſon given, why they ſhoull 
not belong & apperteine unto all the peoph ad 
of God indefinitely, aſwell as to them them.!1s 
ſelves which have ſo walked and praftiſed,! q 
True it is, God did ſome things, which me 
cannot imitate y neither is it lawfull for any p 
to ſeeke to enterpriſe, Chriſt likewiſe beinz? 
God) & the Meſſias,did ſuch things, whici!j 
Chriſtians neither may attempt, nor canet- 
fe . The Patriarchs, Prophets, Jews 4A th 
poltles , & Evangeliſts, did ſome thingss, 
Patriarchs, as Prophets » as Jews » as Apo- 4 
ſtles, & as Evangelifts, whetein it is not law-; 
full co imitate them, Magiſtrates, Miniſters fu 
Parents , Maſters , &c. have done, and my 
doe ſome things, which their ioferiours ſub 
jected to them may not doe. But in ſome 
otherthings , God, and Chriſt, andtheP+ |, 
triarchs, andthe Prophets , and the Jews, ,, 
and the Apoſtles, and the Evangelilts - bo 
the 
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Me Magiſtrates » Miniſters, Parents, and 
mil MMafters may & ought to be followed, being 
ly ofgenerall or of ſpeciall concernment for 
0&1, orſeverall ſorts of perſons . See Epheſ. 
a 5.1. 1,Corinth. 11.1, Iames,5.10. Hebr.s, 
11412. & 12.1, Philip. 3.17, Loſh. 24.15 
i VI. PROPOSITION. 
4 One important direion, and 
g ſpeciall concernment whichGod 
” requireth in the holy Scripture, 
Pr, : 
n-/is, That his people {hall worſhip 
v'andſerve him, in ſome religious 
| * 
« performances every day , in the 
z/whole courſe of their naturall 
. lives. | 
\ PROOF. Zachary, the father of John 
| the Baptiſt, filled with the holy Ghoſt in his 
| | propherical ſong.chus expreſſeth this leſſon, 
| Luk,1,74+7 5, That we being delivered out of the 
| hands of our enimies , might ſerve him without 
; feare ; In h/lineſſe & righteouſneſie before him, all 
' thedaies of our life. And thus indeed the godly 
, Ifaclites were wont to approve themſelves) 
' a5 theApoſtle Paul ceſtifierh on their behalfe 
occaltonally » AR. 26, 7, Vnto which promiſe 


Our twelve tribes inſtantly ſerving God day & night 


bopeto come . 
IL Reas. 
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I. Reas. Becauſe every day throug 

Gods moſt wiſe diſpenſatio & governmen 
doth ſerve the Lord in its kinde , miniſtry 
cauſe and occaſion unto his people, toſen;, 
him daily, See this in Pſal. 19, 2. Daym I 
day uttereth ſpeech , and night unto night ſhax | 
knowledge . 

Il.Re as. Becauſe Godis the ſame exe, ; 
day, unchangeable in his power, 1n his wil, | 
in his juſtice, and in his mercy, and otherty ; 
divine attributes, See Malac. 3. 6, 1 ank ; 
Lord, I change not. Hebr. :3. 8. Jeſu Chrj, , 
the ſame or. , and to day, and for ever. Iz ; 
ment. 3,222 3. His copaſſons fatle not; Thi a 
nez every morning « And therefore his peopt/ | 
ought every day in their meaſure to wall; | 
anſ{werably ; for ſo they ſhall walke wo: | 
thy of the Lord unto all pleafing. Col. 

JIE. Reas. Becauſe Mans fſhorr life: 
reckoned by daies. See Job 14.1. Manili 
# borne of a woman us of few daies. T his is fout 
times in one ſentence meationed by the Þ+, 
eriarch Tacob, Gen. 47.9. Tacob ſaid unto Ph4t | 
raoh , The daies of the yeeres of my pilgrimagea. \ 
an hundred and thirty yeeres : few and evill ha! 
the daies of the yeeres of my life beene, and havem | 
attained unto the daies of the yeeres of the life of 

fathers,in the daies of their pilgrimage. Moreove 

no man knoweth whether he {hall live tl 


to morrop, James. 4+ 14, Nor yet what 4# 
M," 
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Ou oady bring forth ; Prov. 27.1, And therefore ic 
MU oreatly behooveth to redeeme the time, Ephel, 
ſig” 16, for otherwiſe we may be ſurpriſed by 
the comming of the Lord, in a day when we 
Y ®1,oke not for him,and in an houre that we are 
Ws notware of , Math. 24. 5 0. 
OBSER VAT. Intheold Teſtament God 
: ;nflitured and ordained that a daily ſacrifice 
Wl ſhould be offered unto him. See Exod. 29, 
"TW: , 6,48. T hou ſhalt offer every day day by day con- 
MW j;mally, This his ordinance ſeemeth to fig- 
" nify & to teach his people in all ages,that no 
L day ſhould goe over their heads , without 
)# performance of ſome religious ſervice unto 
him ; like as they doe day by day continuale 
us lyexpeR and ſecke daily bread at his hands, 
% Math. 6.1, Luk,u.3. 


{a | 
tt VII. PROPOSITION, 


4 Theobſerving and fanQiifying 
, ofthe Lords day wholly in reli- 
v/ gious exerciſes, publickly & pri- 
* Vately, by vertue of the fourth 
, commandement of the morall 
' Law,(viz.Ex0.20.4. Remember the 
; Sabbath day to keepe it ho) doeth not 
| Exempt or free the people of God 
from 
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from ſpending ſome time in reli 
gious exerciſes every day of th” 
weeke befides, according tothyg; 
which hath beene declaredin thy 
ſixt Propoſition. F; 
Paoor. David a man after Gods ow pr 
hearc (t.Sam. 13.14.) that conſcionably gþ3F, 
ſerved the Sabbath day,as appeareth Pſa,quſh 
1. Title ; A Pſalmeoy ſong for the Sabbathdg/ at 

Cc. was coaſcionable alto of daily ſervia 
Pſal. 61, 8, I will ſing pravſe unto thy Name fi) m 
ever , that I may daily performe my vowes. Yo ti! kt 
Chriſtians in the new Teſtament had reſpet} Si 
not only unto the Lords day to keepe it hv} & 
Iy, Aet.20.7. Vponthe firſt day of the weeketht p; 
diſciples came together to breake bread , &c. but 0 
alſo to religious exerciſes daily z AR. 17,11! w 
And ſearched the Scriptures daily . d. 
I.Re as. Becauſe God is the abſolutek! v 
foveraigne Lord of every day to order anl} a 
diſpoſe of it , as ſeemeth good unto the will v 
of his divine pleaſure . Pal, 74. 16, Theds: t| 
ts thine , the night alſo 5 thine ; thou haſt prepard' 
the light and the Sunne: Aad therfore he hat 0 
authority ro command and appoint ſuchſer- v 
vice to be done as he pleaſeth , eicher inou b 
c 
b 


generall or particular callings, 


IL Re as. Becauſein the old Thlones 
there 
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eſ/there were ſundry times ſet apart unto di- 
vine worſhip by Gods owne inſtitution and 
Wl appointment » beſides the morall Sabbath 
haday. Levit. 23. 4» &c. Theſe arethe feaſts of 
theghe Lord , even holy convocations , which ye ſhall 
Toroclaime in their ſeaſons ; viz. The Paſſover , 
'The feaſt of the firſt fruits, of Pentecoſt, of Trum- 
me pets, of Tahernacles , the day of atonement , &c. 
o/Sothat the keeping of the morall Sabbath 
01. ſhould be no prejudice to religious ſervice 
4a at any other ſeaſonable times. 
ic! OBSEK VAT. The meaning of the argu- 
{ment uſed to perſwade unto the religious 
th? keeping ofthe Sabbath day in-Exod. 20. 9, 
64: Sixt dates ſhalt thou labour , & dee all thy worke, 
164 &c. ſeemeth to be , that the works of mens 
i*f particular callings may & ought to be done 
«7 only within the ſpace of the fixe daies of the 
1; weeke y and not on the ſeventh , or Sabbath 
diy, But ir doth not follow hencezas if men 
& were not allowed to ſerve God religiouſly 
} arany time within the ſixe daies, And this 
il? will further appeare , if it be alſo obſerved, 
4 that labour in mens particular callings is not 
commanded in the fourth commandement 
1 ofthe Decalogue z (ith it is in the firſt cable , 
- Which enjoyneth our duty towards God ; 
| but it ſeemeth to be required in the eight 
commandement, which 1s in the ſecond ta- 
! | ble, direting our duty cowards our ſelves » 
; and 
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and our neighbours, 


VIII. PROPOSITION, 

The worſhip and religious; 

vice which ought to be perky 

med unto Godevery day, is,j* 

Prayer; 11.Some excrciſe int; 
holy Scripture, and 111, God 

Meditation . & 


l 
The Proofes and Reaſons of this Props x 
ſition are to be ſeene in the declaration fi 
theſe kindes of religious ſervices diftinds t 
as followeth . 
IX. PROPOSITION, |? 
Prayerunto God is a prind 
pall part of ſuch religious wi & 
ſhip & ſervice, as is taught int} 
holy Scriptures,in which the pt , 
ple of God ought to ſpendion li 
time every day. 4 
PROOF. This Propoſition is by good p 
juſt conſequence implied in the Lords ji 
yer (asitis uſually Rtyled) in that fourthe ,, 
re&tion or petition , Math, 6. 11, Grvei® 


day our daily bread ; which is alſo expreſſe , 
the ſame effet > Luk. 11, 3, Forher 
| 
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we are given to underſtand,that it is our du- 
ty toſeeke unto God every day, for a ſupply 
of daily requiſites for ſubliſtance in this lite , 

le And this is manifeſt the rather,if we doe ob- 

ths ſerve that the terme or adverbiall particle of 

R time, T h# day,or To day, implieth Every day 

k Ni (hall ſucceed other , day by day conti- 

1W nually 

l. Re AS. Becauſe whereas the evills & 
© miſcries of fine & puniſhment are every day 
incident » Math. 6. 34. Sufficient unto the day #5 

Oh the evill thereof : Prayer to God is a moſt ef- 

008 feual meanes to prevent,or Rtay,or remove 

al? theſame. See this, Amos 7. 2433456» 
1, Chron, 4. 10. Amos and Iabez by their 

; prayers prevented , ſtayed, and removed in- 
*. vading evills; God accepting them . And 
* thus much may alſo be gathered from the 
0 following dire&ions and deprecations in the 
i Lords praver , Math. 6. 12, 13. Forgive #s our 

4 debts ; Lead us not into temptation ; but deliver us 

| fromevill, For God is able co keepe from fal- 

0 ling; [udeyver. 24. to ſubdue iniquity; Micah 

7.19. to deliver out of temptation; 2.Pet.2, 

4 9. toupholdin weakneſſe; 2.Cor.12.9, and 

. toltay the courſe of evills: 2, Chron. 30.20, 
; Yet notwithſtanding he wilbe ſought unto 
; therein, Ezek.36.ver(. 37. T bus ſaith the Loyd 
; God, I wif yet for this be enquired of by the houſe 
; Of 1/rael to doeit for them, 

: II. REAs. 


' 
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II. Reas. Becauſe Prayer to God, 
that moſt powerfull way and meanes whit | 
God hath ordained and ſan&ified, forts t 
obteiniog of ſuch bleſſings , as he purpoly 
to beſtow upon his people : As it is dire$l 
taught , Math. 7.7,8. Aſke, andit ſhalbegiht 
you; ſeeke, and ye ſhall finde; knock, andit (i 
opened unto you . For every one that aſketh," 
ceiveth ; and he that ſeeketh, findeth ; and) 
that knocketh , it ſhalbe opened » Jerem.29, 1 
I 3. Then ſhall yecall upon me, and ye ſhallgutt \ 
pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. M( 
ye ſhall ſeeke me, and finde me, when ye ſhallſal | 
for me with all your heart . I 
HI. Reas. Becauſe Prayer giveil} 
ſanRified and comfortable uſe of ſuchb8k 
ſings and mercies,as are already poſſeſſed} ( 
enjoyed by the people of God. See 1 Ti 
4+425. Every creature of God # good ; Oc. ji l 
is ſanfified by the word, and prayer . If 
OBSERVAT. When God is ſoughtupy] 
every day by prayer , for a beſtowing of q ( 
requiſates; itis a good teſtimony , that! 
is an acknowledgment , and dependancet | 
» his gracious providence , & fatherly dil '! 
{ation continually,as it is implied in Pſal& © 
2. O thou that heareſt prayer , unto thee ſhall & 
feſhcome. The Pſalmiſt Davidintimeof#D 
famine, which laſted three yeertes, ſoufs®: 
unto God for daily bread; CO" 0 
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4) And having received an anſwer of peace 
hi. he penned (a5 may be probably conjectured) 
16 the 65" Palme; to expreſſe his gratitude z 
| andto teach others, how to demeane them= 
of ſelyes in time of ſtraits » and wants » namely, 
dro goe to God that heareth prayers, when 
{he is ſought unto , and called upon , 
i MX. PROPOSITION. 
"% The beſt and moſt acceptable 
"7 way and courſe for the people of 
God to approve themſelves in 
the performance of the ſervice of 
«prayer, is , that havinga gift of 
inowledg: and utterance, the 
doe not limit & ſtint themſelves 
it 
{ unto a ſet forme of words; bur 
rather that they doe conceive 
®their Prayer, as cauſe & occaſion 


i#{hall juſtly require. 

> PROOF. The holy ſervants of God men- 
ſpe tioned and approved of in Scripture in their 
1,6 courſe of praying , have beene wont uſually 
wld& tor the moſt part to coceive their prayers. 
{4 Daniel,greatly beloved, whe he underſtood 
wes by his reading in the booke of the propheſy 
\& & Jerewiahzthe num ber of the yeeres to be 
A aCs 


_— 
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accompliſhed in the deſolations of Jerul 
lem, conceiveth his prayer accordingly.) 
Dan. 9. 1» &c. The booke of Gods pleni 
full in inſtances of this kinde , as may 
ſeene inthe booke of Plalmes , and otte 
hiftoricall books , 

I. Reas. Becauſe every gifr of Go 


Spirit, and conſequently the gift of praze// 
ought to be ſtirred-up, andexerciſed,aces. 
ding to juſt occaſions offering themſelves; 


See 2Timoth. 1, 6. I put thee in remembran.; 
that thou ftirre up the gift of God that # ith; 


For therefore God doeth beſtow the gift 
prayer upon his people, that they may exe 
ciſe the ſame » & lo attaine the fruit thered, 


| 
{ 


Zach.12.10,11,&c.compar.with chap.1! 


And I will powre upon the houſe of David, a 
pon the inhabitants of Ieruſalem , the Spiri i 
grace, and of ſupplications , and they ſhall lui 
upon me whom they have pierced , and they ji 
mourne , &c, In that day there ſhalbe a founui 
opened to the houſe of David, & to the inhabitas 
of Jeruſalem , for finne, and for uncleanneſſie, 
II. Reas. Becauſe there are varieties 
neceſflities and occaſions which doe ofts 
times fall out, and preſent themſelves dat 
unto the people of God : So that it is ther 
fore requiſite , they ſhould frame the 


prayers ſutable thereunto . Solomoninl, x 
King. 8. 332 &c, giveth inſtances of ſund! t 


0G 


| 
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ub- occaſions of prayer, and of ſutable ſeeking 
& of God; as namely, Treſpaſſes , Captivity , 
0th Drought , Famine , Sword, Peſtilence , Blaſting, 
jt Mildew, Locuſts, Caterpillers, &c. 
the 11, Reas. Becauſe when the pift of 
prayer is exerciſed and ſtirred up in concei= 
0 ying and uttering of our requeſts according 
5 tothe preſent occaſion; then the Spirit doth 
more ſenſibly helpe our iofirmities (as a 
vs. yoice ſpeaking in our eares behinde us , Ifat. 
mn} 30,21, ) diftating and giving matter, words , 
thi; and affeRions according to the will of God; 
tt whereas we ourſelves for the moſt part are 
2X jo2norant, dull, cold , unaffe&ted, and in- 
ed! diſpoſed dat ſuch time, See Rom.8.,26,27. 
134! Likewiſe the Spirit helpeth our infirmities : for we 
, @ know not what we ſhould pray for 4s we ought : but * 
© the Spirit ſelfe maketh interceſſion for #5 , with 
los proanings whichcannot beexpreſſed . And he that 
I ; ur the hearts, knoweth what # the minde of 
nar the Spirit, becauſe he maketh interceſſion for the 
ts Saints , according to the will of God . 
, | OBsgrvar. The gifts of knowledge & 
e506 utterance » wherewith ſome perſons are en- 
ts riched (1 Corinth, 1. 5, ) being common 
da! gifts of the Spirit z that is to ſay , ſuch gifts 
et asare common to ſome naturall men , & hy- 
tie: pocrites, and given to them aſwell as to the 
Wl; regenerate ones ( Iaiah, 58.23» &c.) ought 
00" to be exerciſed and improved carefully , and 
0 B 2 con- 


. 


$3 A DEMONSTRATION 
conſcionably to the advantage of the giyer 
that hath commicted them to their truſty 
ſuch ends; as the parable of the talents ſhey. 
eth ; Math. 25.1415» &C. 

XI. PROPOSITION, 


Albeit conceived prayer (x 


hath beene ſaid, Propofit. X.)i/ 


the beſt and moſt approved wy 
ordinatily,to expreſle the deſire 
of the ſoule; as procceding ani 


iſſuing froma more ſpeciall af 


ſtance of the Spirit of God : ye 
it is not only lawfull , but may: 
allo very expedient and requilite 
for ſome perſons , and at ſom: 


times, to uſe ſet formes of pray, 


ProoF. The Lords Prayer y is not oth 

a rule of prayer, but alſo a forme of praver 
As appeareth by comparing togetherMat. 
6.98 c. and Luk, 11. 2, For in Mathewitt 
ſaid, Afterthis maner pray ye; ec, But in Luk 
itis ſaid, When ye pray , ſay , Our Father, 0: 
There are alſo ſundry ftormes of praye! 
which were preſcribed for ſome perſons)4 
on {ome occaſions, See Numb. 6. 232411) 
26. & 10.3523 6, Plal. 29, & 102. &c- 
| I, Res 


- 
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I. Re as. Becauſe many of the people of 
God at cheir firſt entrance into the profeſſion 
of the Goſpel , beingnewly converted , are 
25 yet very ignorant of the waies of God,not 
knowing how to walke or order their reli- 
oious courſe,or to pray aright; but doe ſtand 
in great need of ſome helps: for ſo it was 
with the diſciples of John the Baptiſt, and 
with the diſciples of our SaviourChriſt alſo; 
:5 may be gathered from that requeſt which 
one ofChrifts diciples made unto him, Luk. 
11,1, Lord teach i« to pray , 4s Topn alſo taughs 
* by diſciples . 

Il, Reas. Becauſe many members of 
Chriſtian Congregations , and Families, are 
dull of hearing » and flow of conceiving of 
what is faid and uttered in the miniſtery of 
the word touching ſome divine erueths: for 
ſo the Apoſtle affirmeth of the beleeving 

, Hebrews, Hebr.. 11, Ye aredul! of hearing . 
Which affirmation is aſwell appliable unto 
praying asto the hearing of the word prea- 
ched,fith underſtanding and diſcerning is re- 
quiſite in prayer, aſwel as in hearing of the 
word; as is implyed in that demand of the 
Apoſtle Paul , 1. Corinth. 14. 16, Hovv ſhall 
hethat occupieth the roome of the unlearned,, ſay 
Amen at thy giving of thanks , ſecing he umderſtan- 
deth not wohat thou ſayeſt * As if he ſhould ſay, 
Unleſſe he that is preſenc at prayer doe un- 

B 3 der- 


ſervice which the people of Gol 
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derſtand what is prayed,he cannot be a fu; 
full partaker of ſuch prayer. And therefq 
as it 15 very meetythat in the miniſtery ofth 
word , the ſame things be oft repeated a 
inculcated , Philip. 3. 1, So 1t 15 likewiſe 
prayer. 
I, OBSERVAT. Prayer is an expreſſq, 
of our will to God, See Pſal. 25. 1. Nor 
whatſoever condition or qualification isn 
quired unto prayer(or lifting up the ſouley 
God) to make it lawfull and acceptable; th; 
ſame may be made uſe of in aſert formed 
prayer,viz. Knowledge, Conſcience, Fiith, 
Hope , Sincerity , Fervency , &c. 
II. OBsER var. The words of himthy 
uttereth a prayer in the preſence of othes! | 
are unto them as a ſet forme of prayer, af 
for ought they know , may be a forme pi 
meditated & prepared to be expreſſed watt | 
for word: And they are bound to confir! - 
their ſpirit thereto, and in no ſore to ſult 
their hearts to wander or to be othervil, 
occupied; as it 1s implied, Deur. 27, 14:&! 


XII, PROPOSITION. 
Some exerciſe in the holyScrip. | 
ture isalſoa part of that religion | 
| 
ought to obſerve daily. | 
| PROOF 
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fu Proox. God himſelfe doeth preſcribe 
efou this daily praRiſe to his people , Joſh. 1. 8. 
fth+ This booke of the Law ſhall not depart ont of thy 
d a4 mouth,bus thou ſhalt meditate theruin day & night, 
ſew chat thou maieſt obſerve to doe according to all thas 
is written therein, &c. And the noble Bereans 
(ſa; walking according to this dotrine had fin» 
Nor! gular approbation & commendations, Act. 
is6% 17.11, They ſearched the Scriptures daily , &&c. 
lets 1. Reas. Becauſe the word of God is 
4&7 the ſpirituall mans daily bread z wherewith 
ie | hisſoule is fed » & his ſpirituall ſhength and 
as, ature promotedjas it is intimated,1Per. 2.2, 
* Arnew borne babes defire the fincere milke of the 
tht word, that ye may grow thereby . This ſpiticuall 
es food is as neceflary and uſefull for the ſoule 
a} every day as corporall repaſt for the body : 
pr* Andaccordingly the godly-wiſe have eftee- 
volt medof it, See Job,2 3.12.1 have eſteemed the 
fin; words of by mouth, more then my neceſſary food. 
fer Il. Reas. Becauſe daily exerciſe inthe 
wi Scripture is an effeuall preſervative againſt 
cc; the danger of daily finning againſt God , 
notwithſtanding the Jeceirfuloeſſe of finne 
, | sſuchasitis: For 1. The word will diſcover 
Ip linne, Rom. 7. 7. andſo g1ve prevention tO 
ws !t« See Pſal, 17. 4. By the words of thy lips, 1 
f have kept me from the path of the = : ASif 
David had ſaid, The knowledge I have of 
thy word through my daily converſein it » 
F B 4 hath 
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hath reftrained me from the killing of Sali 
when temptation and opportunity np 
'F thereunto. 11. The word daily converſedf 
q: will cleanſe from ſuch finnes as by occaly? 


4 any doe fall into , or are overtaken withd! 
oh See Pſal. 119. 9. Wherewith ſhall a yongns( 
li! cleanſe hs way ? by taking heed thereto accart 
my tothy word. | 

F 11. ReaAs. Becauſe the word of Gi 
/þ 15 a part of ourChriſtian & ſpiricuall rmou/l 

even the Sword of the Spirit, Ephel, 6.8 

j co defend againſt Satan, who daily gor® 


about like a roaring lyon , ſeeking whom: 
may deyoure. 1 Pet. 5. 8. Toby 1.7. &:. 
Our bleſſedSaviour Chriſt by his (kilfullu! ! 
of this ſpirituall weapon fully defeated Sax 
10 his three moſt violent aſſaults, Mat. 4.4 *\ 
OBSERv. The holy Scripture for tis} 
excellency thereof is called Bible or book 
by way of eminency , becauſe theſe book 
doe farre ſurpaſſeall others in reſpe& of thi 
aithoricy and uſe. See Joh. 5. 39. Search, 
Scriptures; for inthe ye thinke to have eternalllj 
2Pet. 1.19, We have alſo a more ſure word of ly 
phecie , whereunto yee doe well that ye take heed, 
unto alight that ſhineth in a darke place, untilli ' 
day dawne,and the day-ſtarre ariſe in your hear, 


XL PROPOSITION. 
The Scripture-exetrciſe requilit 
| ever 


i 
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g,/every day, confiſteth either I. In 
fngrcading of it; TI. In finging of 
;fPalmes; ITT. In Catechifing; 
cor LV. In Conference. In any 
240nc,or two, Or all of theſe, as op- 
*#)portunity may ſerve and permir. 


;} The proofes and reaſons of this Propo- 
ou fition»are to be looked for inthe declaration 

Joftheſe diſtin kinds of Scripture-exerciſes 
,oeliothe Propoſitions immediatly following. 
mi XIV. PROPOSITION. 
+ Reading of the Scripture, or 
{hearing it read, isareligiousſer- 
vice, which ought frequently to 
®deperformed . 
Y PROOF. Daily reading of the word is 
1». enjoyned to Kings, See Deur. 17. verſ.18,19. 
He ſhall write him a copy of this law in a booke , 
1.4 Out of that which 3 before the Prieſts the Levites 
'? Andit ſhalbewith him and he ſhall reade therem 
F al the aaies of his life, &c, It a Kings weight y 
y affaires doe not exempt him from this daily 
, ſervice unto God, much leſſe may others be 
' diſpenſed with. 
| Ras. Becauſe frequent reading of the 
t& wards very effeRuall for the bettering of 
7 Bs our 
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our ſpiritual tate daily, See Deut.17,1948, 
The King ſhall daily reade, That he may 
$0 feare the Lord his God, to keepe all the wn | 
of this law , & theſe ſtatutes to doe them : Thai, 
heart be not lifted up above his brethren, andilf, 
he turne not afide from the commandement , uid, 
right hand , or to the left, &5c. ? 
OBSERVAT. Albeit much reading, 
mens writings ahd books , is a rea; 
the fleſh , and there 1s no end therein: w, 
by reading the words of trueth in the hu 
Scripture , we may be daily — 
our whole dutv: The ſumme wheteofis; 
Feare God , and keepe his commandements, W | 
Eccleſ.12.10,11412413. ? 
XV. PROPOSITION. |; 
In reading the Scripture daily 
it ſcemeth to be moſt expedia 
& profitable to read in orderth 
{everall booksand chapters,fi ' 
the beginning of Geneſis to ti} 


end of the Revelation , 
P&koOF. This Propoſition is conſid 
ble from the courſe and methode thattl 
penmen of the Scripture have oblent 
(ſpeaking as they were moved by the hd 
Ghoſt, 2 Pet. 1. 21. ) in their ſetting dom: 
12 order for the moſt part the contens 
(i 
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1948 their writing. See this implied by the Evan 
yay geliſt Luke his preface to his hiſtory of the 
e 91g Goſpel, Luk-1.1423. Foraſmuch as many have 
Thais taken in hand to ſet forth in order a declaration of 
Wai thoſe things which are moſt ſurely beleeved among 
» 8 us; Even as they delivered them unto us,trhich from 
 Frhebeginning were eye-witneſſes , ws 4 of the 
F, word: It ſeemed good to me alſo, having had prefe& 
elle'f underſtanding of things from the very fir ſt,to write 
NM: & unto theein order , CIC. 
eli? [, Reas. Becauſe there is for the moſt 
hed part ſome coherence both in the books, and 
off the chapters , either 1n regard of time or 
» # matter for giving further light co the un- 
+ derſtanding thereof ;z which by reading in 
} order may be better obſerved . T his 1s evi- 
uh! dent to any that are at all verſed in the Bible. 
je Il. Reas. Becauſe areading in order all 
+ the BiblereſpeRivly, argueth a due efteeme 
lf ofthe Aurhour & contents thereof,as being 
or wholly and equally the word of God, and 
1} wholly proficable, Sce 2T imoth. 3.1516, 
From achild thou haſt knowne the holy Scriptures. 
All Scripture is given by inſpiration of God, and 
eq. 4 profitable , &c. 
W I. OBSERvaAT, Some portions of the 
* holy Scripture in reſpe& of our uſe may act 
0 ſometimes, & on ſome occaſions, be more 
= fruitfully converſed in then others. The 
© booke ot Pſalmes and of Iſaiah , arc both of 
l B 6 them 
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them made uſe of about ſixty timesins 
new Teſtament ; ſome books are my 
doArinall then others ; as the booke of iy 
verbs,&c. So are ſome chapters;as Matthes: 
5.6. & 7. chap. &c. yet this hindereth of 
but that in daily reading an order is tolf 
obſerved. i 

II. OBSERVAT. Any portion of Scr 
eure being read , obſerved, and rememb! 
though1t be not underſtood for the preſen 
yet it may be uſefull and profitable for aft 
wards. This may be (eene by that whic 
reſtified of the Diſciples , John, 2. 22. Ik 
Teſus vos riſen from the dead, hx Diſciple 
menbred, that he had ſaid this unto them; andix 
beleeved the Scriptures, &c. One ſpecial bent) 
of ſuch reading) 15 that it prepareth & fit! 
to a better profiting by the miniſtery ofti 
wordzas appeareth by theEunuchs profitis 
by Philips Sermon, although he was ign 
rant of that which heread before that un: 
See At.8.35, &Cc. 


XVI PROPOSITION. 


Singing of Plalmes is a Scry 
turc- exerciſe of divine inſtitutii 
that ought to be uſed frequent) 
by the pcople of God, 


PROOF. Sce Colo, 3, 16, Let thre 
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1018 of Chriſt dwell richly in you , in all wiſdome ; tea- 
mos chi & admoniſhing one another in Pſalmes,and 
f Brit bynmes, and ſpirituall ſongs, ſinging with grace in 
ther! your hearts unto the Lord. Ephel. 5. 19. Spea- 
th nf Ling to your ſelves in Pſalmes and hymnes and ſpi- 
tols riruall ſongs , ſinging, and making melody in your 
| bearts tothe Lord , 
Scty} I, Reas. Becauſe inaſmuch as we oughe 
br? alwaies to ſerve God with joyſulneſſe, and 
eſea} gladneſſe of hearty as it is implied»Deut.2 8, 
aft} 47, Philip, 4. 4. Singing of Pſalmes is an 
ich effe&uall way and meanes to expreſſe ſuch 
Ws rejoycing; as is taughty Jamesz 5. 13, 15 any 
le * merry? Let him ſing Pſalnes, 
iz JI. Reas. Becauſe Goddoeth graciouſly 
ene? accept and reward a due ſerving of him in 
itte® Gioging of Pſalmes. This may be gathered 
oftif from his gracious reſpe& to King lehoſha- 
fius phat and the people of Iudah , after their 
89% conſultation and appointment of Singers 
10? according to his ordinance, For at the fame 
time that they began to fing,he confounded 
theirenimies, See 2 Chron. 20. 22. And when 
,  theybegan to ſing and to praiſe, the Lord ſet am- 
ts buſhments againſt the children of Ammon, Moab, 
tit; and mount Seir, which were come againſt Iiidah, 
 andthey were ſmitten , Cc. 
\ OBSxmrv. Gods will is done on earth 
dalyinſome good degree {according as we 
7 we duected to pray, Math, 6, 10.) as itis 
| done 
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done in heaven by ſinging of Pſalmes dai 
ſich ſinging of ſpiricuall ſongs is a heaven 
ſervice performed by the heavenly hok 
continually. See Luk.2.1314. Andi 
there was with the Angel a multitude of the 
venly hoſte , praiſing God , and ſaying ; Glon 
Godin the higheſt , and on earth peace , goodui 
towards men , Compared with Revel. 4.8, 
10,11. And the foure beaſts had each of ths 
fixe wings about him , and they were full of t 
within, and they reſt not day and night , ſayin 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty ; whichnd 
and is, and is tocome, Cc. 
XVII. PROPOSITION. | 
Catechiſing inthe Principles} 
Chriſtian religion isa divine} 
dinance,anda Scripture-exercil} 
which ought to be uſed & pradt, 
ſed by the people of God fie: 
quently, as occaſion offereth and 
requireth , | 
PxOoF. This do&rine God himlelt! 
commandeth and commendeth unto | 
people, Deur.6.6,7. The words which Ian 
mand thee thy day, ſhalbe in thine heart . At 
thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy chilam 
&c. Prov. 22.6. Traineup (or Catechize)i 
childe in the way he ſhould goe , &c. 
L.Reat 


L 


| 


\ 


” 
. 
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dil TI. Re as. Becauſe Catecheticall inſtruc- 
| tionand information is very requiſite & oe- 
| ceſſary for ſuch Chriſtians as are novices » & 
uoſkilfull in the word of righteouſneſſe. For 
ſoche Apoſtle Paul convinceth ſome of che 
beleeving Hebrews, Hebr. 5. 1 2, For when for 
if the timze ye ought to be teachers , ye have neede that 
oneteach you againe , which be the firſt principles 
| of the Oracles of God , and are become ſuch 4s hate 
f ou} need of milke , and not of flrong meat . 
wins IL. Reas. Becauſe the good fruit and 
"wt effe& of frequent Catechizing and teaching 
: wilde found to be great as there is a grow- 
{ ing up in Chriſtianity, even from childhood 
5 q7 to old age; as Solomon advertiſeth : See 
0! 


# Prov. 22. 6. Catechize, or traine np a ckilde 
| the way he ſhould goe , and when he is old , he will 
iſe not depart fromit . 

6 OBSExv. Catechiſme properly con(t- 
. |} dered, is an occafionall Scripture-exerciſe y 
i? to be uſed amongſt ſuch ſpecially , as are 
nc yong and novices 1n the profeſſion of Chri- 

: Ranreligion, that ſoa foundation may be 
+ Jaid{Heb.6.1.)for an admiſſion to the Lords 
; fable» which requireth an ability of ſelie- 

examination to become a worthy commu» 
nicant; that there may be a growing up 1n 
Chriſt, andagoing forward to perfeRtion , 
1 See 1 Corinth. 11,28. Hebr. 6. 1. And yet 
- notwithſtanding a propoſall and youy of 
g- 
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Catecheticall dogrine from time to time 
the hearing of growne Chriſtians may þ/ 
very uſefull. See this implied » Luk. 1, 
T hat thou mighteſt know the certainty of th 
things wherein thou ha ft beene in ſiruftcd, or 
techiled. x 
XVIII. PROPOSITION, 


In the religious exerciſe 0 
Catechiſing, it is not only lay 
full, but alſo itmay ſeemetoht 
expedient to make uſe for th 
moſt part of a ſer torme of ſon 


approved Catechiſme . 
PROOE. The Apoſtle Paul I 


ſchollar Timotheus in a Forme of ſour! 
words , which probably was a et formed 
Catechiſme, See 2 Timoth. 1.1 3, Holdfd# 
the forme of ſound words which thou haſt hearli)* 
me, &c. Ic ſeemeth alſo that the beleevin?* 
Romans had beene taught a forme of G 
rechiſme, which they willingly learned, ah, 
heartily ſubmitted untozas is teſtified of thi] 
Rom.6.17. Ye have obeyed from the heart thi 
forme of doArine , which was delivered you . 

I. Reas. Becauſe it isagreart helpet! 
our underſtanding and memory to have: 
fumme of Chriſtian religion » which is p16 
miſcuoully ſer downe here and there jaſert 


fl 


- 
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all parts of che Bible, to be compendiouſly 
bridged and methodically digeſted with 
ood coherence in aſet forme of Catechiſ- 
e, It may ſeeme that the Apoſtles of 
hriſt in the pureſt primitive times did 
rame ſuch a Catechiſme, which was called 
he Principles of the doArine of Chriſt, or the 
Foundation; conſiſting of fixe principles, viz. 
1, Of Repentancefrom dead works ; 11. Of Faith 
awards God ; 111. Of Baptiſme; 1v. Of Laying 
of hands ; v. Of the Reſurreion of the dead ; 
Ard y1. of Eternall judgment. See Hebr. 6.142. 
Il. Reas. Becaule ina forme of Cate- 
hiſme (as ina Mappe »1n one proſpe& or 
| _— it were) much may be diſcerned 


_ with eaſe & delight ina ſhort time, As Mo+ 
1ehſes was ſhewed theland of Canaan on the 
1;;5top of Piſgah; Deut. 34.1234. So by way 
1c of alluſion , it may be ſaid touching a forme 
ne. of Catechiſme , 
 OBsERvaAT.l[tis one of Gods moſt gra- 
2x; cious diſpenſations in theſe latter daies , that 
ghhe hath granted the penne of the godly- 
}q/ (earned interpreters , men of thouſands , to 
; write ſo many orchodoxe formes of Cate- 
y ciſme , for the inſtru&ion of the ignorant 
y. 1n the grounds of Chriſtian religion. Oh that 
ſuchas have a price in their hand to get wil- 
,. dome had hearts likewiſe to make ule of it ! 
j Sec Prov.17.16, 
Re- 
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['F, XIX. PROPOSITION, 
| | Religious conference, rep 
74 | 


i tion of Sermons, aſking & an 

hy ring of good queſtions, is a diy 
ordinance , which ought often 
be practiſed , 


| PxooF. The example and pradil 
if Chriſt and his diſciples argueth this, 
'Th Mark. 4.10. When he was alone, theytha 
Fhy with him , with the twelve, aſked him of the Pay 
| ble which he had iofiſted upon in his 
mon, So Math. 13, 51, Jeſt ſaith unto 
(viz, to his diſciples, after his publick 
ching was ended) have yee underſtood all 
things ? They ſay unto him, Yea Lord, &c. 
I. Re as. Becauſe religious conferenty, 
and muruall exhortation 15 a good rem 
againſt the moſt dangerous ſpirituall m; 
ſl ot hardneſſe of heart , occaſtoned and 
þ thered by the deceitfulneſſe of finne ; x 
| implied Hebr. 3. 13. But exhort one and 
1; daily , while it is called to day , left any of yut 
hardened through the deceitfulneſſe of ſine. 
IE. Reas. Becauſe godly calke andpl 
cious ſpeech tending to edifications 15% 
| efteftuall ro miniſter grace to the hearerviig 
(#1 moving and ftirring up the affeRions tt 
'k zealous temper. See Luk, 24. 32. Die] 
0 
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hearts burne within us while he talked with us 
the way, 9 while he opened to us the Scriptures ? 
OB8SEKVAT. Like as the Galilean dia- 
& or manner of ſpeech did bewray Peter 
be one of Chriſts diſciples; Math. 26.73. 
ack. 14. 70. So the language of Canaan 
ade uſe of by ſuch as ſerve the Lord (Iſai. 
18.) argueth them to be religiouſly affec- 
dand diſpoſed. The Pſalmiſt noteth it to 
2marke and property of godly perſons. 
al.37. 30. The momth of the righteous ſpeaketh 
(dome, & hu tongue talketh of judgment . Sith 
our Saviour Chriſt teacherh , Math. 12. 
4. Out of the abundance of the heart , the mouth 
th. 


XX. PROPOSITION. 

Meditation on the Word ( as 
kewiſe on the works) of God is 
divine ordinance, in which the 
ople of God ought to exerciſe 


hemſelves daily . 
u? Proor. This Propoſition 1s direAly ex- 
preſſed, Joſh.1,8. Thy booke of thelaw ſhall nos 
allner out of thy month , but thou ſhalt meditate 
Keyberein day and night . And accordingly the 
Yhpodly-wife have beene wont to exerciſe 
- won See Gen.24-63. The Patriarch 
Mac wient out into the field to meditate at _ 
q tide < 


h 
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tide : It ſeemeth it was his uſuall courſe, 
David was frequent herein. See Pſal.ug 
O how I love thy law ! it is my meditai 
the day . 

I. Reas. Becauſe godly meditating 
very profitable and helpfull co furniſh 
ſtore the heart with good matrer co be 
red , according to occaſion offering it{ 
The moſt wiſe king Solomon had good 
perience herein . See Plal, 45. 1. My 
inditing a good matter; I fpeake of the things 
T have made touching the King : My tongui 
pen of a ready woriter , &fc. 

II.Re as. Becauſe good meditation 
much affe& the heart » according to 
ſubje& that is meditated upon . See | 
119,15, I vvill meditate (ſaith David) a 
precepts : and havereſpeF uno thy woaies: | 
he had ſaid, A meditation on Gods prec 
is (ingularly uſefull to worke my heart 
a reſpe& of Gods waies,and therefore [ 
meditate on them, So likewiſe verſ. 5 5.i 
I have remembred thy Name, O Loyrd,intheny 
and have kept thy lawo ; As if he had ſaid, 
remembring and meditating on thy N: 
1n the night ſeaſon hath beene effeRull 
ſirre me up, unto the obſerving & keep! 
of thy law. | 

OBsSEkv. Meditation is cicher occ 


nall; or ſet and deliberate . of 
I, " 
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urs. 1, Occaſiooall meditation is a making uſe 
ſuch things as by the providence of God 
offer themſelves to our eyes , Cares &c. 
weare in our calliogsas the circumſtances 
ill permic . T hus Peter meditated on his 
liverance out of priſon. See AR. 12.11, 
11. Set and deliberate meditation is,when 
it here is a purpoſed ſequeſtring ones ſelfe 
rt » to performe this exerciſe more tho- 
ughly » and a making uſe of ſome fit and 
e& matters to be medirated on ; and then 
Slaging the minde and affeRions there- 
uts, See Gen, 24.63. 


XXII. PROPOSITION, 


{The moſt ſeaſonable and fitting 
me of every day, ought to be 
lotted and taken for the daily 


+ Pxoor, The Lord himſelfe giveth this 
\iretion unto his people of Ifracl. Sce 
al umb.2$.1,2. And the Lord ſpake unto Mo- 
plies , ſaying ; Command the children of 1ſracl , 
Jay unto them , My offering , and my bread 
Aor my ſacrifices , made by fire for a ſoveet ſavour 
of mt, ſhall yee obſerve to offer unto me,, in their 


fit 


good Wit * 
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due ſeaſon . Levit. 23. 4. Theſe aretheſuth 
the Lord, even holy convocations , vvhichyuſh 
proclaime in their ſeaſons. 

I. Re as. Becauſe Time being aneg 
ry and unſeparable adjunct of every a&i 
be done, therefore the moſt ſeaſonab 
convenient time ought co be diſcerned; 
laid hold on thereunto. Ecclef. 3,1, 
every thing there is a ſeaſon, and a time t 
purpoſe under the heaven , &c. 

{1.Re a s.Becauſe ſeaſonable perfonf 
ces of any buſineſſes rake in hand, doen 
beautify and adorne the ſame. Eccleſ, 
God hath made every thing beautifull in hish 
Prov. 15. 23. A word ſpoken in due ſeaſon 


OBsSERv. Whenin Scripture the pe 
of God are required to doe any dueyF 
wates z or continually; viz. 1 Theſl, 5, 
I 7. Rejoyce evermore. Pray without ceaſn 
The meaning ſeemeth co be that thank 
ving and prayer , and other religious dup 
and exerciſes, ought to be performedai 
ſonable and fitting times for perforn 
thereof, Otherwiſe the duties of ther 
ticular callings would be wholly interrup 
and neglefed , which yer are allowed 
enjoyned to be done. 2 Thefl. 3,10, Al 
theſe are not to be left undone , Math. 
23, Ally. Foras Mephiboſaech his : | 


| 
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ſulbrexd contioually atDavids table, 2Sam. 9.7. 
;eſmporred that he did eate every day at Da- 
ids table » at uſuall meale-times, or at the 
eckecuſtomed times of eating : ſoit 1s in this 
RinSafe alſo of time for religious duties » viz, in 
ibleShe ſeaſons thereof . | 
ned XX[IL PROPOSITION. 
Morning and Evening are the 
noſt ſeaſonable and fitting times 
ompfevery day for the performance 
*nPfthe religious duties of prayer. 
"Ind Scripture - exerciſes above 
Mentioned , 
PROOF, God the Father who hath put 
times and ſeaſons in his owne power » 
e7ÞR, 1. 7. did appoint the morning and the 
, j.C$yening for his ſervice, day by day y even his 
inaily burnt offering of two lambs , Numb, 
$5. 4, The one lambe ſhalt thou offer in the mor- 
during , and the other lambe ſhalt thou offer at even , 
1a. And accordingly the godly , who have 
mayehayed themſelves wiſely in their waies » 
Wave ordered their courſe. See Pſal. 5. 3. 
My voce [halt thou heave in the morning, O Lord, 
the moMing will 1 dire my prayer unto thee . 
Plal.141.2. Let my prayer be [ct forth before thee 
8: mcenſe ; and the lifting up of my hands as the 
exifvenng ſacrifice, | 
bit | IL REAs, 


1, 
tor, 
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I. Re as. Becauſe the variety of the 
caſtons and affaires of every dav , andt 
ceſſities of every night, are ſuch as have 
of Gods counſell and encouragementin 
qutgoing of the morning and evening 
every day and night; ifſo they may be 
to rejoyce. Now this ſhalbe effeRe| 
a ſeaſonable converſe with God mori 
eveniog every day. See Pſal. 65.2. 0 
that heareſt prayer , unto thee ſhall all fleſh 
compar. a” 8. Thou makeſt the outgoing 


morning and evening to rejoyce , 

IH. Reas. Becauſe inthe morning 
ally mens ſpirits are moſt freſh and ; 
any undertakings , as is implied, Joby11 
So thar itis meeteſt co give unto God 


firſt ffuircs. Alluf, Prov. 3. 9. Hon 
Lord with thy ſubſtance, and with the firſt 
of all thine increaſe. And in the evening 
ally men are freeſt from the diſtraRion 
their worldly bufineſſes and imploym 
10 regard of darkneſſe overtaking y as1is1 
plied, Plal, 104.23. Andin thatreſpel 
ftreeſt at ſuch time for Gods ſervice, 
Pal. 3. verſ. 4, 5. I cried unto the Lord wit 
voice, and he heard me out of his holy hill . vi 
1 laid me downe , and ſlept , &c. 
OBSERv. Prayer & Scripture-exerci 
morning and evening » are the godly 
his keyes » to unlock and open for him 
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leffings to be enjoyed in the day time and 
olock and (hut up the diſcomforts and dan- 
ers of the night ſeaſon ; So that the Sunne 
hallnot ſmite by day » nor the Moone by 
jght. Pſal. 121.6. 


XXII. PROPOSITION. 
Albeit Prayer and ſome Scrip- 
ure-exerciſe ought to be conver- 
edin both morning and evening 
yery day ; yet in ſome caſes, viz. 
fmercy and neceſlity,there may 
an omiſhon thereof: otherwile 
ot, 


PxooOF, The Paſſeover , that ſolemne 
rdinance of God for the Iſraelites , mighr 
ſome caſes be forborne and omitted for 
time; viz, in caſe of a journey , or ſome 
Wncleaneſſe , &c, Numb. 9. 13. So thereli- 
jous duties for the day , when ſuch works 
oe interpoſe, as the time and occafton will 
ot permit to be performed, may be omitr- 
atſuch time. See Math. 12.7, 1 will have 
y ercy , and not ew | 

|| I Reas. Becauſe the Lord God, who 
the onely abſolute lawgiver (Ifaia.3 3.22.) 
ay diſpenſe with his owne law as ſeemeth 
ood unto himſelfe, and as ſometimes he 
C hath 
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50 A DEMONSTRATION 
hath done. He diſpenſed ſometime yy 
the fixt commandement of the Decalogy! 
T hou ſhalt not kill; when he appointed Abe 
ham to offer up his ſonne Iſaac. See(y 
22.2. And with the eight commandem 
Thou ſhalt not fteale ; when he direRed! 
Iſraelites to ſpoile, or rob , the Egypt 
See Exod. 3.22. 
Il, Re as. Becauſe God the Father 
hath pur the times 1n his owne power, 
ving an abſolute ſoveraignty over them;; 
is expreſſed , Plal.74.16, Theday is thin,t 
night alſo is thine ; may therefore diſpok 
them according to the will of his 0 
pleaſure. See Matth. 12.8. The ſonne ofna 
Lord, even of the Sabbath day . | 
OBsSERv. The Soveraigne Lord (4 
may doe with his owne , what he wt 
Math. 20.15. Is it not Lairfull for me ;odo 
I will with mine owne? He may appointts 
ſame time to a worke of mercy or neceſſy; 
which he hath ordinarily deſigned unto th 
ſolemne ſerving of kim, See Math.12,7\l} 


XXIV. PROPOSITION. | 
When by occaſion of works 
neceſſity, any one is neceſſitate | 
to an omiſltion of ſuch religiol 
ſerving oz God in Praver at! 


Sc 


l 


Fry OF FAMILY-DUTIES. «5s: 


e Wh . . . 
o2u! Scriprure-exercile, which ought 


A to be performed morning and 
*& evening every day ; Then ſuch 
Z omiſſion ought notwithſtanding 
pra! to be very gretvons, and taken to 
_ |} heart greatly by him , that is ex- 
"y poſed to ſo great ſtraits . 


7 PROOF. This Propoſition is impliedin 
w another caſe intimated by our SaviourChriſt 
"3 when he had foretold the deſtruion of le- 
fag ruſalem unto his diſciples. See Math. 24.20. 

' Pray that your flight be not on the Sabbath day . 
1 (4 Forit would be gretvous to fly on the Sab- 
| @ bath day, conſecrated to religious ſerving of 
i} 00d) though neceſſity did compell there- 
wy untoz fith by ſuch flight there muſt needs be 
FALL unayoidable omiſſion of the ſolemne 
”, _ of God, So it is 1a other caſes 

: LIKEWIIC, 
"7 IReas. Becauſethrough an omiſſion of 
- | folemne ſerving of God y there muſt needs 
ks bea want of that bleſſed comfort and revi- 
at Ying» which is wont to be found in ſweet 
, . communion with God therein. This is evi- 
10F dent from that complaint of David in his 
gnt neceſſitated want of Gods ſolemne worſhip, 
1 occaſioned by Sauls perſecuting of him , 
| C 2 Plal, 


- 
— 


= x pp - —— ym —— —— 
: = —_—_—_—_—_—_— Sc a CARE 
. » - @ 4 
"# 


e—— 


: — $? ” wo or=2 
- i AETISDSS-. 


——_— 


> ” 


52 A DEMONSTRATION 
Pſal. 63.192. My ſoule thirſteth for thee; my 
longeth for thee ; in a dry and thirſty land , ol 
no water is * To ſee thy power and thy glory, x 
have ſeene thee, inthe SanQuary . There isth 
ſamereaſon for complaint in regard of 
ceſſary omiſſioa of ſolemne ſerving of Gi 
morning and evening. | 
Il. Reas. Becauſe there is great 

of ſpirituall diſtemper in the ſoule of a Chi 
ſtian , through omiſſion of any daily dutye 
religion, For ſothe Apoſtle Paul givetht? 
underſtand, as it is implied , Hebr, z,1j 
But exhort one another daily , while _ 
To day , left any of you be hardened through 
deceitfulneſſe of ſinne 

OBsSERv.Asthe want of corporall repd/ 
although it be but for aday , will occiix 
and cauſe ſome faintings of ſpirits; asistolt 
ſeene in that fainting that was in the peojt 
in Sauls army » when they had had no fo 
for the ſpace of one day : See xz Sam.144l 
29, $0 likewiſe in the want of ſpiritul 
repaſt to be taſted in Gods ordinances, il 
ſoule or inward man » wilbe apt and read 
faintings; as David profeſſeth , PTal. 84; 
My ſoule fainteth for the courts of the Lord, 
T his 15 likewiſe appliable in the caſe of da” 
ſerving of God, 


ti 
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vl XXV. PROPOSITION. 


1.4 Vnjuſtand ſleight pretences of 
#2 want of leiſure,through ſome ur- 
f6 gent neceflity, for performance 

' of religious ſervice at ſeaſonable 
27 times, ought carefully to be taken 
urs heed ofandavoided . 


lt? paoox.The Prophet Haggai doeth no- 
319 tably convince the Jews after their returne 
a fromthe captivity » of groſſe failing , for a 
go ſleight exculing their delay of reedifying the 
| Temple. Hag. 1, verſ. 2. Thw fpeaketh the 
ep! 1 ordof hoſts, ſaying , This people ſay , The time 
Cal? i; not come, the time that the Lords houſe ſhould 
SUR, þ, built, Oe. 
9% 1, Reas. Becauſe vaine pretences and 
 fov. excuſes do argue and bewray unſoundneſle 
14% of heart and notorious hypocriſy , which 
in God(the ſearcher of mens hearts and waies, 
© Jerem.17,10, ) taketh notice of, and convin- 
ads ceth, as tending to apoſtacy. See 1Timoth, 
yl 4.2, Speaking lies in hypocrifte , having their con» 
»0) ſcience ſeared with an hot yron , 

(W' IL, Reas, Becauſe ſuch hypocriticall 
pretences and excuſes will affoard no ſolid 

i comfortin the latter end, to ſuch as make 
* uſeofthem z as is noted, Iſa, 33, 24, The 

3 fin- 


54 A DEMONSTRATION 
ſinners in Zion are afraid, fearfulneſſe hath 
priſed the bypocrites : who among us [hall dai 
with the devouring fire ® who among#t us i 
devell with everlaſting burnings ? | 


OBSERv. Icis utterly a fault, tobe #* 


died ro excuſes; yeait will find out ind, 
time» and cauſe ruine , It was inexculatt 
on Sauls part to command the Prieſt y 
wichdraw his hand by occaſion of an urjij 
feare of danger, 1 Sam. 14.19, It was th! 
fault of Felix to diſmiſſe the Apoſtle Pauly! 
he was preachug, upon a preterce of takiy! 
a more convenient ſeaſon to ſend for hin! 
apaine. Adt.24.verſ.25, It was the fined! 
Jeroboam the ſonne of Nebat (who mit 
Iſrael co finne ):ro hinder the ten tribes fit 
going up to Jeruſalem to worſhip , pretes 


l 


ding it would be too much paines for then} ' 


1King. 12, 28. Thus ics 10 all vaine andus 
warrantable excuſes, 


XXVI. PROPOSITION. 


More or lefſe time ought toy 
ſpent every day in religious exc: 
ciles according to the gifts, ſtate 
degree, calling , and conditid 
of perſons, as. they {hall require, 
oradmit.. 

Pa 00: 
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PROOF. See Luk.12.48. /nto whomſoever 

* muhisgrven , of him ſhalbe much required : and 

þi/ rowhom men have committed much, of him they 
| pill aſke the more | 

i [REas. Becauſe God, who diſpenſeth 

& hisgifts diverſly » even to every one accor- 


:þþ/ ding to his ability of imploying them , viz. 


ty giving to one five talents, coanother two,to 
juf another one ; Math, 25.15, He doth accor- 
v4 dingly reckon with them, verſ.19. thid. 

I1l.Re as.Becauſe God graciouſly accep- 
teth » and abundaatly recompenſeth the re- 
tie ligious ſervice,that any one doeth performe 
' intrueth and fancerity, according to his ta- 
* lent, whether it be more or leſſe. See 2Co- 
rinth. 8.12, For if therebe firſt a willing mind, 
it is accepted according to that a man hath , and 
not according. to that he hath not . 

OBsEr v.inthetime of theCeremoniall 
law the people of God: were required to 
offer, onely as their ſtate and abilicy would 

| ſuffer. See an inſtance hereof in the caſe of 
jy womans purification , Levit.12.8, If ſhe 

| »benot able to bring a lambe, then {he ſhall 
'* » bring ewo turtles, or ewo yong pigeons ; 
e theone for the burnt offering, and the 
» Other for a finne offering: and the Prieſt 
»ſhall make an atonement for her, and ſhe 
1} »ſhalbecleane. Our Saviour Chrift like- 
; Wikdoth highly yalew the widows farthing 
C4 caſt 


PIP — ——  — 


56 A DEMONSTRATION | 


caſt into the treaſury . Mark. 12. ver 
XXVIL PROPOSITION, | 
The daily worſhip and ſenjgt 
to be obſerved unto the Lois 
Morning and Evening, ought), 
be performed by the =—_ 


and houſholds of the peopled; 
God . [ 


PROOF. This Propoſition may beat? 
dently inferred from that prophericall uf* 
precation , or threatning Jerem. 10.18" 
Popre out thy fury upon the Families, that cal 
upon thy Name. Andalfo from the appro 
teftunony,which God himſelfe giveth 
Abraham touching this matter . See 
18.verſ.19. I know Abraham , that he will as; 
mand his children, and his houſhold after hn 
and they ſhall keepe the way of the Lord. | 
I. Re as. Becauſe God hath madezh | 
\ 
( 
| 


t 


ciall coyenant of grace with the Familie 
his people; and therefore he expecteth 
looketh for ſpeciall religious family-du 
from them. See Jerem. 31.1, At the ſamim 
faith the Lord, will 1 be the God of all thefamii 
of Iſrael , and they ſhalbemy people, &c. 

Il. Rgas. Becauſe the membersofts 
ſame family , doe uſually y and for the mv 
pr 


| 
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or part ſhare and partake more or lefle botii in 
Tic welfare,& in the miferies of one another 
” | mutually, And therefore they ought co uſe 
tie the meanes that God hath ſanRified and or- 
ol diced for the mutuall good and benefic 
w one another » Noah and his houſhold 
Hitt] ere preſerved in the Arke , Gen.7.1,&c. 
lie) Rahab and her houſhold were ſaved at the 
| overthrow of. Jericho . Joſh. 6. 23. Obed- 
c "Edom & hishouſhold were bleſſed becauſe 
"ofthe Arke. 2 Sam. 6.11312. Nabal and his 
+} whole family were in danger of deſtruQion 
1» together, 1 Sam. 25.17. Achan and his houl- 
,.,} holdperiſhed cogether , Toſh. 7.24. 
ly) - OBSEK v. It is remarkable throughoue 
the holy Scriptures , how whole families , 
with their Governours » are many times 
made mention of ctogether. Salvation came 
into Zacheus his houſe » when he became a 
;»* ſonne of Abraham , Luk. 19. 9. Cornelius 
! feared God, and his houſe. A.10.2. Ly- 
{4 dia was baptiſed » and her honthold , Act. 
«© 16.15. The Gaoler with all his houſe belee- 
ved. AR, 16.34. Paul baptiſed the houſhold 
4 of Stephanus , 1 Corinth. 1.16, The houſe 
-xþ of Onefiphorus is prayed for by the Appſile 
-* Pauljoyntly. 2T1moth, 1. 16,&Cc, 
©  XXVIIL, PROPOSITION. 
* Family-dutics of religion onght 


0 


s C5 to 


'0 
| 


-3 A DEMONSTRATION 
to be performed both momin 


and evening, every day, by 
whole family of the peopl: 
God, joyatly, and together, 


Px oor. Worthy Joſhuazthat moſtyiz 
rious Generall of the Iſraelites, when 
had gotten the land of Canaan into 

oſſeflion y and driven out the inhabit 
profeſſeth this for himſelfe, & for his 
fawily; Jolh. 24.15. As for me, and my | 
wee will ſerce the Lord . And according ; 
this his moſt pious reſolution, the [(raxl 


. on I 
do at the ſame time profeſle in like man! | 


I, RE as. Becauſe every family S ; 


t 
a 
ſ 
f 
ſ 
1 
k 
c 


| 


See Joſh, 24.16417z18--21--24, 
people of God,is,as it werealictle Chun , 
or Congregation of Saints. SeeRomi#, 
Philem. verſ. 2. And tothe Church in thy hui 
Now in a Church-alſembly the worſhips 
ſeryice of religion ought to be perfo 
by the congregation joyntly. See this N# ; 
8.1. Andallthe people gathered op 
ther, as one. man, Wc, ; Connth. 11.33, 18 
yee come together, tarry one for another , 

Il. Reas. Becauſe God hath order 
the condition of families, for the moſtprt 
in ſuch ſort y thatthere is convenient oppt! 
tunity for the members of th& to be preſ 
0 


OF FAMILY-DUTIES. 99 
mils ehgether morning and evening every day ; 
y th albeit in other parts of the day their affaires 
ſo & may call them to be abroad, and ſevered one 
«&E£om another. And this may ſeeme to be 
f.. *fmereaſon of that dire&ion, Deur. 6.verl.7. 
| Thou ſhalt teach them , when thou lieft downe , and 
ni whenthou riſeſt up : that is » both morning and 
Kay evening . 
"3 OBSERv. As it was one ordinance of the 
ay pcover in the celebration of it » that it 
Way ould be eaten in every family by the mem- 
"PF bers of it joyntly,and together; Exod.12.46, 
%# Andaccordingly ic was obſerved by our Sa- 
Ke yiour Chriſt » and his diſciples > who were 
a? tisfamily : See Math. 26. 18, 20. Mark.14: 
| 14417418, Luk. 22. 11314, Soit ought ro be 
19 ;nocher religious family-duties; the Gover- 
4 nour & the reſt of the family ought to joyue 
” topether, 
\ , XXIX. PROPOSITION. 
Albeit in prayer and Scripture- 
i 


exerciſes , there ought to be a 
joyning together by the mem- 
ders of the family , morning and 
= evening, every day,as hath beene 
« ſhewed in the former Propoſi- 
{ t0n ; yet notwithſtanding inthe 
| -C6 rclt- 


59 A DEMONSTRATION 
religious exerciſe of mediratin|. 


it muſt be otherwiſe : viz, Ti 
ſeverall members of the fanilt 


ought to meditate alone & ap: 
by themſelves ; as opportunity 
the day time, or inthe night 0 

ſon, ſerveth thercunto , 


Px OOF.Seethisin the examples of Cy 
ſervants , Gen. 24. 63. Iſaac went out int 
field to meditate at eventide. Pſal, 119, 
David faith , Mine eyes prevent the n 
watches ; that I might meditatein thy word, 

Re as. Becauſe meditation is a work: 
the inward man , or an a& of the minds, 
beart» ſeriouſly diſcourſing of this orthz 
ard anſwerably affeRed . 'T his 1s implie 
Pſal.19.14. & 45.1.& 49.3. I hemeditatin 
my heart. And therefore others cannotjoys | 
therein, See 1 Corinth, 2.11, For whatus 
knoweth the things of a man, ſave the ſpirit yu 
which is in him ? 

OB5SERv. If meditation indited int 
inward man of the minde and heart, {i 
afterwards be uttered by word of mouth! 
the preſence of others ; ſuch an utterance 
it altereth and changeth the nature ct 
lervice z whether it be in preaching, L 


(0: 
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conference » &c. Sich ſuch uttering 18 the 

00d fruit of godly meditation of the heart, 

4+ See Plal.45. 1. My heart 1s inditing a good 

matter: I ſpeake of the things which I 

, have made touching the King; my covgue 
#,.isthe pen ofa ready writer . 


XXX. PROPOSITION. 

| Forthe more decent, orderly, 
{andedifying performance of re- 
lgious family-duties morning 
andevening daily, ſome one of 
"*F the Family ought to be, as it 
4 were,the mouth of the reſt, going 
af before them in the reading of the 
ts Scripture, and in making their 
ind requeſts knowne by prayer and 
'ox ſupplication with thankſgiving : 
-4 And the others of the family 
'\ oughtto teſtify their aſſent onely 
ni byareverend & ſilent attention , 
-3 andatthe end of prayers, ſaying 
«4 Amen, or So beat. 


fi ProOE. See both of theſe: Firſt, for 
ny Scripture-exerciſey 2 King, 22,10, Shaphan 
(0! read 


100 


62 A DEMONSTRATION 
read it (the booke of the law ) beforetle by 
Joftah , Secondly , for prayer » A&.27, 
Hee (the Apoſtle Paul ) gave thanks to Guy 
the preſence of them all: that is, He beingint# 
{hip, and co eace ſomething with thereh# 
the company , was yas it were y their mou} 
in the requiſite thankſgiving at that tim}: 
See alſo in our Saviour Chritts courle;wis 
he prayed with his diſciples, John.17.1, Th 
words ſpeake Jeſus , and lift up hy eyes to hen, 
and ſaid , Father , ec; q 

I. Reas. Becauſe the Lord, T| 


L 
| 


| 
| 


God of order , and not of confufton , ds 
require a decent and orderly performance 
rel:gious ſervices , which is when oneſps; 
keth,& others keepe falence z as the Apoliz 
Paul ſheweth more fully,1Corinth.chap.. 
and then concludeth thus , ver(.40, Lt: 
things be done decently , andin order . 
If. RgeAs. Becauſe an orderly perſy: 
mance of religious ſervices » is highly cor: * 
mended and approved as prayſe-wonty | 
the praftiſers and obſervers thereof, ants 
indeed matter of ſpecial rejoycing tothe! 
holders, and partakers thereof. See Colot 
2.5. Joying, and beholding your order , c. Tit 
Apoſtle Paul rejoyced to behold the contt| 
order amongſt the Saints at Coloſſe, # 
gave good approbation of the ſame, ! 
OySzRAv. Like as when religious | 


me 
. 


OF FAMILY-DUTIES. 63 
+ ſhip and ſervice is performed in the publick 
18 &(olemne afſemblies,or Church- meetings; 
# the Paſtor or teacher 1s as their mouth to 
God, 2nd as Gods mouth to them; as is 
ſhewed unto us, Nehem. 8. 536, And Ezra 
opened the booke in the (1ght of all the 
in| people (for he was above all the people ) 
wizl yand when he opened it, all the people 
T4 » Rood up : And Ezra bleſſed the Lordthe 
nm] » great God ; andall the people anſwered 
Amen» Amen, with lifting up of their 
0x8 » hands 3 &c. So it ought to be in the per- 
formance of family-duties: ſith the families 
ces of Chriſtians are, as it were, lictle Chur- 
ſpy) ches; as hath beene formerly manifeſted , 
lt! Propoſit.28, Real. r, 
pul KXXXL PROPOSITION, 


44 Yet notwithſtanding in the 
| Scripture-exerciſe of ſinging of 
«. Palwes, all the members of the 
in family (alwell and like as all the 
"+ members ofthe publick aſſembly) 
act Wght to lift up their voices to- 
Te gether, tomakea ſweet ſpiritual 
": melody, and an holy harmony 


« before the Lord, tothe prayſe of 
t; his plory, 


T ;.us$ 
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64 A DEMONSTRATION 
PRaoor. Thus the Lord by the proply 
Ifaiah expreſly ſheweth , Iſaia. 52. 8. #, 
the voice together they ſhall fing ; &c. that 
They ſhall ftng » all of them cogether, 
I.Re as.Becauſethe lifting up of va 
together , and joyning together in ſinging 
Pſalmes , ts moſt pleaſing and delightfully 
the Lord; as may beſeene by the grating 
teſtimony which he hath given of hisappy 
batton and acceptance thereof. See 2Chmy 
» 5. 13. Etcameto paſſe as the trumpet 
»» & lingers were as one z to make oneſo 
»» to be heard , in praiſing and thanking 
» Lord: and when they lifr up their voi 
»» with the trumpets and cymbals, andi 
»» ſtruments of muſick , and prayſed 
»» Lord, ſaying » For he is good , fort; 
2» mercy endureth for ever: chat then lg 
» houſe was filled with a cloud even! 
»» houſe of the Lord, - , 
II. Reas. Becauſe it greatly gladde 
and affe&eth the godly themſelves, wit 
by the lifting up of their voices in ſinging 
they doe make a joyfull noyſe unto 
Lord, as itis implyed 1n that ſaying oftiy 
Pſalmiſt, Pſal.95.2, Let us make a joyfullm U 
unto him with Pſalmes. It ſeemeth that 8; 
people of God did apprehendzthat ſpirituf p, 
joy was bred, increaſed, and ſtirred up! F 
the melodious novſe z which is madein8 
b' 
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ging of Plalmes. See for further proofe of 
 WS\is.chat which is adviſed and exhorted unto 
pheſ. 5. 18, 19, And as hath beene already 
blerved Propollt, 16, 

UF [, OBSERV. Albcitall the Chriſtian fa- 
M2ly ought to life up their voices together 
ultho Ginging of Pſalmes , yet ſome one fhould 
Kiilheoin the tune » for the better avoiding of 
PMtconfuſton. This may be obſerved from that 
liLopointment of David of the cheife Muſi- 
llfe;zns, unto whom the Plalmes were com- 
ited,” See 1 Chron. 25. 1, and likewiſe 
the Titles prefixed unto ſundry of the 
*#Plalmes, Tothecheife Muſician ,Plal. 4. 15&Cc. 
II, OBsgRy. In caſe that ſome of the 
| WHmembers of the family cannot read; then it 
$ moſt requiſite that ſome one of the family 
1i9do read the Plalme line after line , as it is 
ſung, that ſo all may ſang, and be better edi- 
*fedthereby . See 1Corinth. 14.26. 


XXXII. PROPOSITION. 


# The Governour or maſter of 
Ithe family is the fitteſt perſon 
»{ulually to goe before, and to be 
#2sthe mouth of the reſt in Scrip- 
ture-exerciſes, and in expreſſing 
6 & uttering of the petitions , = 
i fel- 
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feſſions, and thankſgivings, yi 
are put up to God1n Prayer, 


PROOF. This may appeare fron 
practiſe of our Saviour Chriſt , them 
his family , leaving us an example the 
thould tread in his ſteps : 1 John, 2.6," 
in performing of other family-duties, 
17. 1,25 in giving of thanks at the tably 
at meale time. See Math, 14. 19, Lo | 
#0 heaven, he bleſſed, &c. 

I. Re as. Becauſe the ſpeciall chan 
the family , doth belong to the maſk 
governour of it. See Genef, 18, ver 
2» I know Abraham that he will com 
»» his children and his houſhold afterh 
»» &c. Gen. 35. 2,3. Then Jacob ſaid 
» his houſhold , and to all that werey 
»» him , Put awav , &c. 

[I. Reas. Becauſe the governomn 
families are ſpeciall inftruments of bl: 
unto their families, when they doe pray 
them and forthem , &c, See this Job) 1 
2» Job ſent and ſanRified them (his chil 
2» and roſe up ealy in the morning 11 
»» Offered burnt offerings according to 
»» number of them all. For Job ſaid, It 
2» be that my ſonnes have ſinned, and 
»» God'in their hearts 3 Thus did Job 


» tnually, , 
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, whl 0Bs8&v. Withour all contradiction the 
ſe is bleſſed of the greater. See Hebr, 7.7, 


XXXII PROPOSITION. 


The Governour of the family 
ho hath ſpeciall abilities and 
its of knowledge , utterance , 
dmemory,may not onely read 
"he Scripture, uſe a forme of Ca- 
afechiſme , repear ſermons, and 
alþry with his family , but allo 
*The:ch and inſtruct them out of 


— — 
———— — _ —  — 


T Poor. This Propoſition is implied» 
Curinth, 14+ 35. If [wives | will learne any 
ing, let them aſke their huſbands at home . For 
ven henceit may be concluded, that go- 
Fernours of families at home may inſtru&t 
dteach all thoſe that depend on them 
Poth their wives,children, and ſeryants,&c, 
ealſo Deut.6.verſ.7, Thou ſhalt teach dili- 
$-%y, or whet and ſharpen them by appli- 
10n, and examination, &c, 

[Re as.Becauſe inferiour perſons inthe 
mily, even wives, may in the family teach 
neir childreng and give precepts and laws. 
{inſrution.ro them; which they oughto 
learne 


62 A DEMONSTRATION | 
learne and ſubmic unto. For o it 
inferred from that divine ſentence, Þy 
8. Ferſake not thelaw of thy mother. Ye 
mon recordeth in holy writ the Pr 
which his mother taughe him , Seebſi 
3 1.1&c.Now if inferiours may teach 
family z much mote the ſuperiours 
vernours thereot , 

IL. Reas. Becauſe the wholſone 
vate admonition and inſtruction of th 
vernours of families hath a powerfull 
and eficaciouſneſſe for the benefit o 
admoniſhed: for ſo it is afirmedtouchi 
Prov. 6. 22, When thougoeſt it ſhall lt 
when thou ſleepeſt it ſha! keepe thee, and win 
awakeſt , it ſhall talke with thee. 

OBsSEeRyv. As every man hath rect 
the gift, even ſo ought he to miniſter 
fame to others, as a good ſteward of the 
nifold grace of God , and in no ſorthit}: 
calent in a napkin; &c, See 1 Petr,vl 
Math. 25.18, &c. 


XXXIV. PROPOSITION 
Albeit the Governour of 
family be the meeteſt perſonÞ 
goe before, in the preſence oft 
reſt, in the performance of i 
ly-duties, as hath beene ſhey 
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 ropoſit. 32. and may according 
Þ his gife teach them, as hath 
ene declared , Propolſit. 33. 
2 notwithſtanding if the ſaid 
Povernour ofthe family bea pri- 
eman onely , and not an ap- 
oved teacher of the word, then 
may not preſume above his 
| and calling to interpret and 
ply the Scriptures, fith he is 
bordinate to the miniſteriall 


fice. 

4 Pa00F. Tothis effe& the Apoſfile Paul 
yeth ſpeciall advertiſment and caution » 
Rom.12.3, For I ſay , through the grace 
&$g1ven unto mezto every man that is among 
_ tothinke of himſelfe more high- 
ythen he ought to thinke , but to thinke 
ſoberly , as God hath dealt co every man 
the meaſure of faith., 


»» LEE 
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,» there are differences of adminiſtra) 
2» but the ſame Lord. | 
I. Res as. Becauſe although any 
competently qualified and endowed 
gifts , yet he may not preſume to mit 
untill his gifts be approved, andafter af 
bation he do receive a calling . See ſult 
refion given touching Deacons, 1Tin 
3.10, Let thembe firſt proved : whichiſe 
as a preſident much rather to fuch ax 
exerciſe their gifts for the ſpiricuallgv, 
others , either in the Church or Fami 
OBsSERyv, A ſpeciall calling is rea 
unto a ſpeciall diſpenſation. See Hebr 
No man taketh this honour unto himſelfe, i 
that is called of God , as was Aaron. 


XXXV. PROPOSITION 
The Governour of the fa 
in ſome caſes, upon juſt andg 
orounds & reaſons moving ti; 
unto , may lawfully deputeÞ 
ſubſtituteſome one in the far 

whom he judgeth fitteſt , 
ſuch ſervice and imploymentF 
himſelfe ſhould ordinarily Fi 
forme and execute : And ct 
que 
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uently to performe the duties of 
ligion in his ſtead; or to be as 
{ were the mouth of the family 
ih that ſervice to God . 


F?roo0x. It belonged to Abraham (ac- 
- @rding to Gods ordinance, Deut. 7. 3. & as 


godly have approved themſelves, Ruth. 


, yerſ, 1,) to take a wite for his ſonne z unto 
> Mich yer he ſubſtituted his ſervant. See 


en, 24 2+3»4. And Abraham ſaid unto 
hiseldeſt ſervant of his houſe , that ruled 
over all that he had , Put I pray thee, thy 


Fhand under my thigh; And I will make 


thee ſweare by the Lord the God of hea- 
ven, and the God of the earth, that thou 


Whale not take a wife unto my ſonne , of 


te daughters of the Canaanites amongſt 
hom 1 dwell . But thou ſhale goe unto 
vy countrey , and to my kiared , and take 
a wife unto my ſonne Iſaac, 

I. Reas. Becauſe all Chriſtians indefi- 
ely, & conſequently the ſeverall members 


F families, are members of the myſticall 


dy of Chriſt, and therefore in due waies 
Iy be uſefull and ſerviceable for the good 
d benefit of the whole body . See 1 Co- 


Fiath, 12, 21,25, Andthe eye cannot ſay 
olunto the hand 1 haye no need of thee; ard 


| 


T) agaire 
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3, againe z the head to the feet, I han 
» nced of you , The members ſhould 
2» the ſame care one for another, 

II. Re as. Becauſe under one ci 
doing of any thing expreſſed in the 


Scripture, all caſes of the like naturem; 
comprehended. For ſo our SaviourC 
doth cleere this point, inthe caſe of 
of mercy and neceſflity to be done us 
Sabbath day . See Math, 1 2, verl, 1, 
$37» 81. Luk. 13. 12413414415316, 
therefore it is lawfull for goyernours 
milies to depute ſome meet perſon to 
performance indifferently , alwell as 
performance more ſpecially , if no jul& 
ception can be taken thereunto, 
OBsS£env. Caſes of ſuch deputation:Þ! 
1. In greater families (ſuch as arethÞ 
milies of Princes, Noblemen, Gentle 
of higher degree , &c.) where thereism{t 
titude of buſineſſe, and a great numbef} 
inhabitants , they may there havether 
wards and deputies. So Abraham haſt 
large family,Gen, 14. 14. he had is Stemp! 
See Gen. 15.2. [ 

11. Incaſe of old age, and weaknelif! 
body » there may be juſt occaſion to nf: 
ſome uſe of deputies; Even as Samuel it 
old , made his ſonnes to be Judges. 
3Satn.8, 1, 

11} 


N oF FAMILY-DUTIES. 73 
hank 111. Want of good utterance in expreſſing 
uldi&what is to be ſaid » may require ſome uſe of 
another to be a ſpokeſman in weightier af- 
ſezires, As Aaron was Moſes his ſpokeſman 
je andinftead of a mouth unto him, See Exod, 
» mall, verſe 10, 16. 
08 1y. Want of boldneſſe and audacity, ari- 
fffins from a conſciouſnefſe of weakneſſe, 
 nf@nodeſt balhfalnefſe » and unworthineſſe 1a 
1,820 one» may become an occaſion to make 
;, ſe of the aſſiſtance of others . As the good 
rseCencurion ſent the Elders of the Jews to 
Chriſt to intercede for him. See Luk. 7.3. 
08] v. [n caſe that a Miniſter of 'the Goſpel 
ule ſojourne in ones family » as Archippus 
lidin Philemon his houſe, Philem. verl. 2. 
on; fit may be coavenient 1n reſpect of his gifts » 
tiejro make uſe of him for the performance of 
taeligious family-duties ; firh we ought to 
15m covet the beſt gifts, 1Corinth. 12.31. 
be v1+ In caſe of the neceſſary abſence of the 
i: YCovernour of the family for ſome time z 
there may be a uſe of ſome one of the fami- 
y to be deputed by him unto the perfor- 
mance of the duties : As the Apoſtle Paul 
madeTimotheus his deputy to the Chriſtian 
i Theſſalonians , See 1Theſ. 3.192. &C, 


XXXVI. PROPOSITION. 
If the Governour of the family 
rok be 


ly 


24 A DEMONSTRATION | 
be remiſle , or careleſle, and(y 
want zeale to performe fami, 
dutics in his owne perſon, 
yet can be prevailed with by 
wife, orſome other, to give 
thereunto: Then ought ſome 
gifted forthe worke, to put 
ſame forward by ſetting y 
the performance thereof, hay 
the approbation of the faid 


VErnours 


PxooF. Asthe noble Shunamitſh 
man did in another caſe goe to the 
God, having with ſome importunityy 
vailed with her huſband for conſent, 
he was not free thereunto ; ſee 2King 4 
23. So it may be done herein, Sec Proj 
lat, 35. Real. 2. 

IRe as. Becauſe it is matter ofjoy 
the worke and duty which God hatii 
pointed to be done , is promoted y 
meanes whatſoever , ſeeme it never (ol 
likely. This is implied in another caſe - 
Apoſtle Paul. See Philip, 1. 18, W* 
then 2 Notwithſtanding every way whether on 


rence, or in truth, Chriſt # preached, X 
__ 
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] ( therein rejoyce , yea » and will rejoyce , 
 i£ [[, Re as. Becauſea diſcreet and zealous 
- courſe in ſuch kinde is a probable meanes to 
1, WwinnetheGovernour of che family,through 
by} Gods bleſſing » to ſer upon the exerciſe and 
r2Riſe thereof himſelfe in due time, as it is 
'C implied , iPer. 3.1. Huſoand's that obey not the 
16 (WW gord , may without the word be wonne by the 
ut converſation of the wives « 
O8sERv. Albeitit be ſome diſhonour, 

UF .ndmay juſtly occaſion ſhame, when Go» 
any yernours in the Commonwealth, Church 
id of or family , failing in what 1s meet to be done 

* by them , are outſtripped in zeale by infe- 
_ | riours; yet God doth approve and accept 
iſto the ſervice both of the one, and the other, 
mFjoyning together in duty, See Judg.4.8,9, 
Il) 2Chron. 30.15. 
"7 XXXVII PROPOSITION. 


3] Ifthe Governour of the family 


be froward and refratary, and 
:1 neither will obſerve, norallow, 
»y4 nor permir the exerciſe and prac- 
os tie of religious duties, in the pre- 
" ſenceofthe whole family , joyn- 


an tly and together : Then the ſeve- 


#14 rall members of the family , that 
x D 2: teare 


_—_ -. : 
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feare God , ought to red 
ſome times thereto , apan 
themſelves, with as good 
veniency as poſlibly they can, 


P& OOF. Queene Eſther,albeit ſhe 
not expet that King Ahaſhuerus y 
allow openly in his houſe a ſetting upon 
religious exerciſe of prayer and faſting, 
cording to occaſion , but rather tha 
would be wholly averſe thereunto; wt 
reſolved that ſhe would not be want 
therein in her owne particular , nor whe 
{he had any power. See Eſth, 4. 16, 14 
and my maidens will faſt , &c. Good Obit 
the ſervant of King Ahab, in another &«# 
conſidering what was meet to be dorti | 
che evill times in which he lived , appt 
himſelfe as became him , notwithftands : 
Ahab the King , and Jezebel the Que 
were averſe , and contrary minded, WF! 
1King.18.13, Prudent Abigail , the wik# 
Nabal , did in another caſe as became it! 
alchough her huſband was a froward : 
fooliſh profane man, even a ſonne of Beli 
as it appeareth, 1 Sam. 25.2 324425326 | 

I'Re As. Becauſe every one oughttoh 1 
prove his owne waies to God. See Gals : 
Let every one prove his owne works ; 


| 
| 
| 


{ 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
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there is a poſſibility for Chriſtians chat are 
diſcreet and zealous , to walke as becom- 
meth Saintsyeven in wicked families. There 
were Saints in that tyrannous & perſecuting 
Emperour Nero his houſe. See Philip. 4.22. 
Il. Re as. Becauſe it may come to paſſe 
throughGods abundant mercy and gracious 
diſpenſation, that the whole family may fare 
E berter for their ſakes who doe behave and 
demeane themſelves therein ——_—_— , 
walking in all the waies of God : Even as 
the Lord bleſſed the houſe of Potiphar the 
ms Egyptian for pious Joſeph his ſake. See 
Gen. 39.5. 
1Z OBs8Rv. Itneed not ſeeme ſtrange that 
the reaſonable ſervice of God, as it is ſtyled, 
 (& Rom.12.1, doeth ſometimes meet with op= 
oef poſition from unreaſonable & wicked men, 
th all men have not faith, as it is implied 
# :Theſ,3.2, But yet in ſuch caſes the worke 
ues of God ought ro be put forward notwith- 
Pri See this AR. 4. 192 20, & chap, 
ie $, 20,21, 


is XXXVIIL PROPOSITION. 

Every member of a Chriſtian 
& family, who feareth God (not- 
"9 withſtanding his partaking and 
#Joyning in the family-exerciſes 
D 3 both 


8 A DEMONSTRATION 
both morning andevening,ewp 


day) ought to performe ſomenj; 
ligious duty unto God daily 
ſecretand alone, as occaſion 
fereth,and opportunity will 


conveniently permit ſo to doe, 

PROOF. T his 15 implied in the diref 
given by our Saviour Chriſt, Math. 6 
When thou prayeſt enter into thy cloſet , &c, 
is toſay > When thou prayeſt privately, 
doeft not joyne with others in prayer, 
Enter into thy cloſet, or take ſome ſeas! 
place thereunto, &c, Andanſwerablehey!' 
unto was Chriſts owne praciſe, redeemi 
ſome time to private prayer . See Mak 
verl. 35. 1 

]. Re As. Becauſe every Chriſtian nw 
oughtto doe ſomething himſelfe, forts! 
ſtirring up of the gift of God that is inhin! 
2 Timoth, 1. 6, fith heis tolive by hisom! 
faith , Hab, 2, 4. and muſt have his joj! 
himſelfe alone;and not in another, Gal.64 
See 1 Cor. 11. 28, Let a man examint It 
ſelfe, eoc. 

Il.Re as. Becauſe every member fit 
family may have ſome particular caſes 
ſpeciall occaſions of their owne, which pt 
adventure either are not knowne zor elſes! 

gi 


| 
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may be, are not meet co be mentioned by 

OV that uttereth che oy 0 and ſi upplica- 
| o1itſeemeth, it was 


preſence of Peninnah , and the reſt of the fa- 
mily » ſhould«have utrered her petition at 
that time; Neither did Eli the prieſt under- 
#fand or know what her condition was , See 
1Sam, 1,10, &c, 

OBsERv. A performance of religious 
duties by particular perſons in ſecret and 
apart (Zach. 12412113314. )tendeth notably ro 
'&00d evidence and comfortable aſſurance 
hey. (which requireth ſpeciall diligence to be 
++ Piven UNtO It» 2Pet, 1,10. ) of the trueth and 
1 | lincerity of their hearts, and that there is no 

guile nor hypocrifte in their ſpirits as it is 
ny! Incimared 10 our Saviour Chriſt his direRi- 
714. 0ns and encouragements unto ſecret prayer 
iv. andiafting » &c, See Math. 6.6--18, 


"m7 XXXIX. PROPOSITION. 
i Albeit morning and evening 
i every day, being the fitteſt ſea- 
| lons forthe performance of fami- 
« ly-duties (as hath beene already 
* lhewed) ought therefore ro be 
. D 4. ob- 


fl 


' 
; 
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obſerved ; as likewiſe ſometi 


ought to be redeemed toa pri 
courſe ; yet upon extraordi 
occaſions , and as opportur 
ſerveth thereunto , Chriſtian 
milies or perſons may, yea 
ought to exerciſe themlelyesi 
prayer , and in the word, ; 
other Spirituall duties , ſever 

times on a day, and ſomting 


whole daics together. 


PAOOF. Thus . 'avid profeſſeth ofh 
ſelfe:Sec Pla. y 5.17. Evening and morning 
noone will I pray, and cry aloud : and he ſhal 
my voice, Plal.119.164. Seven times ada 
T prayſe thee, becauſe of thy righteous judgmau| 
Daniel the Prophet, a man greatly below 
did thus approve himſelfe on the extraot 
nary occaſions of evill times. See Dan.6 
»» Now when Daniel knew that the writ 
»» was (tgned, he went into his houſe; 

»» his windowes being open in his cham! 
»» toward Jeruſalem » he kneeled upon i 
z» knees three times a day » and prayed ll 
3» gave thanks before his God , as hed 


2» atoretime . And when he underſtood" 
[6 
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reading inthe booke of the Prophet Jere- 
Maizh, che number of the yeeres determined 
ouching the deſolations of Jeruſalem , he 
, Þrzyeda whole day,continuing thereinzeven 
othe evening. See Dan.9.2,3--21., 
* [{. Reas. Becauſe extraordinary cauſes 
doccaſions doe require and call for extra- 
cdinary ſervices of prayer , and exerciſe in 
eword', See Iſaia.22.1--12, when there 
a burden of the valley of vifion — In that day 
be Lord called to ſutable demeaning of them- 
elves, And thus the godly brethren have 
ne wont to order their courſe . See AR. 
12.5. When Peter was kept in priſon, Prayer 
*wasmadeof the Church unto God-without give 
for him . 
flin? 11.Re as. Becauſe otherwiſe God will 
oh have acontroverſy with his people ; fith is 
2x3 1s ſome fleighting » contempt, & controle- 
# ment of his infinite wiſdome » and other 
mas his divine attributes according to his diverſe 
oe manner of- workingz when a proportioned 
ones and anſwerable deportment is not obſerved. 
687 For ſo the Lord God profeſſeth himſelte, 
UP aig, 22, 8 Surely this inquity ( of unſutable 
UP walking ) ſhall not be purged till ye dye, ſaiththe 
mr Londef hoſts 1] 5: ii # 
1) Onsery. The people of God ought to 
MM be;&are intheir meaſure zealouſly affected, 
a Tit.2,14.Revel. 3.19. John, 2.17, 2Cor. 7.11, ' 
a 1 that 


[6 


| $2: A DEMONSTRATION 
i. } that is to ſay,ſuch whoſe affeRions andy 
li tiſes are enlarged and increaſed accordi 
juſt obje&s and occaſions offering th 
ſelves. See Gal. 4.18. 1: is goodtobex 
affeted alwaies ina good thing, Ec. Anda; 
fore according to juſt occaſion may & oy 

to enlarge their religious ſervices , andiih 
more time thereunto, See 2Chron,zu; 
And the whole aſiembly tooke counſel to keep 
ſeven daies : and they kept other ſeven dai 


gladneſſe. 
XL. PROPOSITION, 
Moreover,it is not only layf 
and expedient , but alſo uſt 
and neceflary , that the gone 
nour of a family ſometimes, # 
extraordinary occaſions requir} 
and opportunities ſerve tha 
x unto, do call for and crave t 
b company and aſſiſtance of ſo 
{ godly brethren and Chiiſtu 
neighbours , for the more ( 
| lemne performance of religid! 
» duties together, 
of Pu. 0OF, it having beene an uſuallcor 


| 


{ 
{ 
| 
{ 
{ 
| 
| 


r 
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ndndio the primitiveChurches,planted by theA. 
rdnfpoſtles tn the pureſt times,that godly neigh- 
> thþouts did come and meet ognner for their 
24&mucuall edification » as occalion ſerved , but 
Ws it emeth,being begunne to be negle&ed 
w#by ſome of the ; the Apoſtle Paul therefore 
Sendeavoureth to quicken and ſtirre them up 
20u&204ine thereunto y in that his moſt effeRuall 
exhortation » Hebr.10, 2425, Let us conſider 
one another to provoke unto love, CF to good works: 
Not forſaking the aſſembling of ourſelves together , 
& the maner of ſome is , but exhorting one another, 
andſo much the more , 45 ye ſee the day approching « 
& Andthis duty is implied alſo in an admoni- 
{o{#rion given by the Apoſile James , chap. 5. 
yerſ,16, Confeſſe your faults one to another , and 
one pray onefor another . For how could the duty 
$, Fof mutuall confeſſion , accompained with 
jr) mutuall prayer , be performed, unleſſethere 
| * had beene a meeting together to ſuch end 
iy 2nd purpoſe ? 
* if IL Reas. Becauſe it is lawfull and may 
ond be requiſite upon ſpeciall or extraordinary 
. | occaſion to invite and call friends and neigh- 
[tif bours to rejoyce & feaſt together , as appea- 
(© reth by that which is written of our Saviour 
iq; Chriſt and his Diſciples » who being called 
toa mariage feaſt in Cana of Galilee , were 
preſent at it , See the hiſtory , John, 2. 1,2. 
on And thethird day there was a mariage in Cana of 
f D 6 Gas 


4 
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Galilee, andthe mother of Jeſus was there: 
both Jeſus was called, and by diſciples , total 
riage, &c. Therefore alſo upon ſpecial 
extraordinary occaſion, it 15 lawfull toin 
Chriſtian friends and neighbours. ty 
mournfully and to pray together: Fort 
is the ſame reaſon of contraries, This# 
ment 1s excellently illuſtrated in tha# 
mand, and anſwer to it, propounded, 
» 9.verſ.15, Can the children of the br 
»» chamber mourne , as long as the bi 
»» groome is with them ? But thedaies 
»» come when the bridegroome ſhalbetth 
»» from them , and then ſhall theyfaſt, 
that hence it followeth , that accordings 
occaſion juſtly offered, as friends and new 
bours may feaſt and rejoyce together;ſo 
wiſe according to occaſion they may ff 
pray cogerher. For it is a divine advile 
monition, Rom. 1 2.15, Rejoyce withtheni 
rejoyce, and mweepe with them that weepe. | 
I. Reas. Becauſe it may ſometin 
come to paſſe that one family is too little) 
the performance of ſome kindes of relig] 
ſervices to God. Thus God himſelte 
ſuppoſe and foreſee it might happen in il 
celebration of the Paſſeover y and therelt 
it was one of his ordinances in the inſtts 
tion thereof, that there ſhould be ſome 
ſtance accordingly , See Exod, 12, veil. 
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7: My And if the houlhold be too little for the 
the, lambe y let him and his neighbour next 
cial. unto his houſe » take it according to the 
toinf,, oumber ofthe ſoules: every man accor- 
\ to&, ding to his eating ſhall make vour count 
oth. for the lambe. As it was in the Paſſeover, 
is#{ on like occaſions it might be in other 
tha Eſeryices . 
$ [1L, Reas. Becauſe God doeth praci- 
Wouſly accept and.is very well pleaſed with 
| thoſe who doe apply themſelves,to edifie 
one another in the waies of godlineſſe; as it 
Wis moſt remarkably expreſfled , Malach. 3. 
[y164 17, Then they that feared the Lord, 
|» (pake often one to another , and the Lord 
| neg 4, hearkned and heard it » and a booke of re- 
olls » membrance was written before him for 
tala# them that feared theLord,& that thoughc 
iſlea# y upon his Name . And they ſhalbe mine » 
owl yy ſaith the Lord.of hoſts » in the day when 
: » I make up my jewels,& I will ſpare themy 
ering »» 25 a man ſpareth his ſonne that ſeryeth 
tes » him . See alſo Math, 18.20, Where two 
1g 4, or three are gathered together in my 
It & » Name there am I in the midſt of them 
in # ſaith our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
rel _ I, OBSERv, The more weighty and ex- 
nſit traordinary any imployment and ſervice for 
elf God is, the more need there is of helpe and 
es alſtance ; even as Moſes his father " law 
1.0 oeth 
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doeth convince & perſwade at large, Eiy 
18, verſ. 14315416,17318, 1942042111146 
24125926, And accordingly the godly. 
have beene wont to menavge their wei 
3» affaires. See Judg. 1.3, And Judahſy 
»» Simeon his brother » come up with 
9» into my lot, that we may tight againf 
»» Canaanites , and I likewiſe will goens 
zz thee into thy lot . So Simeon wenty 
9» him. & verſ.17, And Judah went with 
2,» meon his brother, and they flew, &, 
IL OBSER v. Two arebetterthen one, 
they have a good reward for their labour, Fu 
they fall , the one will lift up hy fellow , but on 
him that is alone, when he falleth, for hehaths 


another to lift him up. Againe, if two lie bo 


then they have heat, but how can one be n 
alone ? And if one prevaile againſt him, tw» 
withſtand him; and a threefold coard is not quit! 
broken. See Eccleſ.4.9,10z1 112. 


XLI. PROPOSITION, 


Religious faſting is a fing 
helpe and meanes, ordained 
God, to promote and furthers 
due pertormance of the extra: 
dinary occaſionall ſervices « 


prayer and exetciſe in the Word 
=: PR00!| 
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eI Proos. This is expreſſely ſer downe 
:4$Joels 1. 14. Sanftify ye a faſt , &c. See alſo 
oely2,12, Tune ye to me, ſaith the Lord, 
th all your heart , and with faſting , and with 
ng, and with mourning. And according to 
vith Sthis ordinance the people of Ged have been 
ainf&wone co frame their courſe , See Dan. g.3, 
&,, And I ſet my face unto the Lord God, to 
Nt ris ſeeke by prayer » and ſupplications , with 
wich, faſting » and ſackcloth , and aſhes , &c. 
»2.Sam.12.16, David therefore beſoughr 
» God for the child » and David faſted and 
« Fer, went ins and lay all night upcn the earth, 
4m? I, ReAs. Becauſe Faſting ( being an ab- 
baths Rinence from all the helps and comforts of 
= this life » ſo farre as neceſſity and decency 


wo will ſuffer, as 15 to be ſeene , Levit. 24, 28. 
wo & Exod. 33. 5. Dan. ro. 3.) doeth argue and: 
qui! imply a ſelfe accuſing » and ſelfe judging in 
a holy revenge, ſo as the heart rs thereby 
wrought to humiliation, and ſtirred up to 
'  |devotion., See this in Nehemiah and Cor- 
Plug nelius, who when they faſted , were there- 
by quickned to pray more fervently and ef- 


FHeAually , upon their ſpeciall occaſions » as 

Cl 7 appeareth » Nehem. 1.4. & AR&.10.30, 

ao: 1L.Reas. Becauſe faſting and prayer are 

Poſt powerful meanes to effe& ſome things 
of great and weighty conſequence z and that 

Wi otherwiſe cannot be brought to paſle , An 

O07! mh 
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inſtance hereof is rendred by our Say 
Chriſt in the caſe of ſome poſſeſſion hyi 
Devill . See Mark. 9.29. This kindeen 
| forth by nothing , but by prayer and faſting, 
I. OBSERv. A putting on ſackcloth 
3 aſhes arenting of clothes » a fallingd 
to the ground on the facey&c. uſed by( 
in their faſtings, were ſuch cuftome 
faſhions, as ſome people in ſome countr 
informer ages, did many times uſe to 
preſſe their greife by z. but were no way 
culiar to Gods worſhip , nor yet appropy 
ted thereunto, See 2 King. 5. 7, 8,& 
11.14, And therefore Chriſtians in 
daics of the Goſpel are in no ſort bound 
the uſe thereof ; who yet are boundto 
Ciſe faſting and prayer , according, to 
gon; fach it is a divine ordinance. aſwell 
the new Teſtament, as it was for the oll, 


XLIIL. PROPOSITION, | 
Religious faſting being ſuchy 
excellent and quickning helpe 
devotion, as hath beene de 
red in the former Propoſition 
may and ought therefore toi 
exerciſed by godly families, 
ſometimes with their aſliſt 
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" bias hath beene ſhewed likewiſe 
amy ormerly) according to the ex- 
raordinary cauſes and occafions 
2rdoe move & call thereunto. 


PxoOF. Queene Efther, as is ſeemeth , 
very well inftrued and groundedin the 
wledge of this praRticall point of doc- 
ine» as appeareth by her prudent and reli- 
S$ious dire&tron and charge ſhe gave to her 
ſe Mordecai touching the ſame. See 
Eſther, 4.16, Goe gather together all the 
Jews that are preſent in Shuſan, and faſt 
yee for me , and neither eate nor drinke 
three daies, night or day: I alſo and my 
maidens will fil likewiſe,and ſo I will goe 
io unto the King » which is not according 
tothe law, andif I periſh I periſh. 

* I. Reas. Becauſe if heavy judgments & 
erflowing calamiries doe invade and take 
old on a nation » countrey » or family , 
__ agenerall negleR of being ſeriouſly 
. Humbled, and ſeeking the Lord, as being 
100ghe meanes of preventing or removing the 
djudgments and calamiies ; yet notwith= 
ding godly Chriſtians that doe walke in 
heir families religiouſly mournfull as be- 
mmeth them , ſhall have the mourners 
klet ontheir foreheads;& — 
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ſhall prevaile for the ſparing of their fan 
and friends ; or at leaſt for cheir owne 
»» verance. See Ezek. 9. 4. Andthe 
» ſaid unto him » Goe through the nib 
»» of the Citie , through the midſt of | 
»»lem , and eta marke upon the forete 
»» of the men that figh,& that cry for 
2» abominations that are done 11 the! 
2» thereof. This may be ſeene in a fewinl 
ces of ſome bleſſed effeRs of ſuch cout 
1. Noah walking with God in evilltin 
he and his family was ſaved from petil 
in the univerſall deluge . Gen. 7.1; 
11. Lot with his was ſpared 1n that frat 
deſtruction of Sodome,zPet.2.7,8.th 
the interceſſion of his friend Abraham, 
Gen. 19, 29. 111. Baruch walking mc 
fully had his life given him for a prey 
places where he ſhould come. Jeremy 
IL. Reas. Becauſe if families prof 
godlineſſe doe not humble themſelya 
the ſtnnes of the times , and for judgme 
whichare the fruit of finnes ; thenthey 
1n great danger to parcake of the puts 
ments, and to receive of the plagues,wit 
with tranſgreſſors are wont to be (coup 
as may appeare at large » Amos) 6.11 
$+6.oe to them that are at eaſe in Zjon,Oc4 
they are not greived for the affliction of lol 


ehatistofſay » Such in the Church #1 
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ir tn e to heart (ſo as to walke mournfully ) 
"ee. Gnnes of the Church, and miſeries over- 
- ing it, ſhalbe expoſed to woe and judg- 
"-» Wet» 

Wh OBSERV. It ſeemeth to be more then 
og -bable that there were ſo many Jews in 
wn (See Efther, 9. 15.) as could not 
en mble or gather together in any one place 
wg. -ording to Eſthers appointment : Efth. 4. 
cog; ſpecially conſidering the danger that in 
tin | likelihoode might have enſued at that 
ne, matters Rtanding as they then did: Bur 
'« I\Sther their meeting was private in ſome 
KS nvenient houſes or families , where leaſt 
orice might be taken of them; and yer that 
M Here were competent numbers aſſembled 
B-ether both to excite and alſo to aſſiſt one 
& Uiother in that weighty and ſerious exerciſe 
n4/Yfreligious faſting and humiliation , 

{ XLILL. PROPOSITION. 

d Extraordinary cauſes and occa- 
ions of more ſolemne ſeeking of 
 Dod by prayer and faſting, and 
of being more ſeriouſly humbled 
»Pefore him , arc either I. When 
"Jome notorious wickedneſſe and 
;rolleſinne is committed'in the 


land 
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land or family; IT. Or when ſoft 


fcarfull and greivous judgmenf , 


imminent, and ready to ſurptil ; 
HI. Or when ſome heavy '" 
mity isalready inflited andaf, 
cuted; I V. Or when ſome ; 


portant and weighty affaires af 
to be taken in hand, and gobyi 


about; V. Or when ſome choyguy 
and ſpeciall bleſſings are deſire (8 
and {ought after, he 


PROOE. 1. The notorious and odufþb 
ſiane of the Jews in making ſtrange ma 
ges » after their returne from the Babylf 1 
niſh captivity , was a cauſe and occaling 
Ezra his approved folemne humiliation, $a 
he himſelfe profeſſeth , Ezra 9. 3z yÞÞ 
»» When I heard this thing , I rent my pls 
2» mentand my mantle , &c, I fell on oat 
2» knees , and ſpread out my hands untotif 
» Lordmy God , Andſaid, O my Golpy! 
z» am aſhamed , &ec, Im, 
11. The good King Jehoſhapat ſawſf"* 
ciall cauſe of an extraordinary ſeeking ih" 
Lord by prayer and faſting , when he hep 
of certaine potent enimies that were conſ® 
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-enteand came againſt Judah. See 2Chron, 
Y. :0. 2, 3, Theo there came ſome thattold 
MF. 7ehoſhaphat » ſaying» T here commeth a 
ſd oreat multitude againſt thee from beyond 
al Me fea on this fade Syria » and behold , 
they bein Hazazon-Tamar » which is En- 
& odi, And Jehoſhaphat feared, and ſer 
Linſafe coſecke the Lord , and proclat- 
med a faſt throughout all Judah , &c. 
iT 111, God complaineth of the Iſraelites 
eine and againe ſundry times, that he ha- 
Sig executed judgment after judgment 
$ponchem, even famine, drought, mildewy 
.ormes, peſtilence, ſword., fire, &c. yet 
hey were not deeply humbled. See Amos, 
$.684941031 1, Y et ye have not returned to mes 
Jaith the Lord, 
is 1v, Upon occaſion of weighty affaires 
here is ground for ſuch courſe, as theſe in» 
\Wances doe ſhew: Firſt, Ezra going from 
Sabylon to Jeruſalem to reedify the Tem» 
ale which was an important bulneſſe, pro- 
Flamedafaſt, See Ezray 8. 21. Thenl pro- 
james 4 faſt there at the river Ahava , that we 
(prght affitt our ſelves before our God, to ſeeke of 
m4 right way for us , and for our little ones , and 
ql our ſubſtance. Secondly, when the great 
Focke of the miniſtery was to be ſpecially 
one about, See AR. 13. 2,3. The holy —_ 
| id , Separate me Barnabas and Saul , for the 
worke 
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worke whereunto I have called them . Anighi 
they had faſted and prayed, and laid their ld! 
on them , they ſent them away , y 
y. Gracious Hannah , the wife of F|v' 
nah , in the want of a ſpeciall bleſſing yi$þ* 
ſhe much deſired» even a ſonne ; itisnaþl 
3» thus of her, 1 Sam. 1, 10, 11, She) 
2» bitterneſſe of ſoule , and prayed untog} ! 
»» Lord, and wept fore, Andſhe you 
2» vow » and ſaid , O Lord of hoſts , ift# 
z» Wilt indeed looke on the affliction of 
»» handmaid, and remember me, nd" 
»» forget thine handmaid, but wilt giveuf 
4» thine handmaid a manchild , &c, | 
I.Reas. Becauſethere is a great df 
rence of the things mentioned as extra" 
nary , even in Gods owne eftimate anlÞ/ 
count of them , and therefore ought act 
dingly to be regarded by us. For, P! 
1. Some finnes are eſteemed by him m'* 
crying and hainous then others. See UP 
18. 20, And the Lord ſaid, Becauſe the & J 
Sodome and Gomorrah is great, and becaiepP 
finne s very greivous , Ee, True it 1s» God 'C 
eeth all finne and iniquity with a perfealÞp® 
rred. See Pſal. 5,415. Hab.1.13. Yer he hue 
ſome finnes with a more ſpeciall harP”* 
Deut.16.22, Pſal. 11,5. 4 
11. Some judgments are in Gods eſter 
more heavy » albeit he would have nonP's 
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wghhis proceedings in judgment to be Neigh- 
ted, See Ezek. 14. 21, For thus fairhthe 
| Lord, How much more when I ſhall ſend 
ik, my foure ſore judgments upon Jeruſalem; 
whe ſword » and the famine, and the noy- 
-L fome beaſt » and the peſtilence, to cut of 
1 om it man and beaſt * 

od 111.Some bleſſings which God beſtoweth, 
wheaccounteth more excellent and precious 
c-Jhen others » albeit there is a reall goodneſſe 
fall his gifts . James z 1. 17. See this 1n his 
(@ving and promiſing of Iſaac unroAbraham 
, oifis friend » Gen, 17. 21, But my covenant will I 

" Wdliſh with Iſaac , which Sarah ſhall beare unto 
z#he,0c. See this alſo in Moſes his prophecie 
FZouching the bleſſing of Joſeph » Deur. 33. 
$1 13114415216,17, And of Joſeph he ſaid, 
<<<Bleſſed ofthe Lord be his land, for the 
precious things of heaven, for the dew 
»$1adfor the deepe that coucheth beneath ; 

& Andfor the precious fruits brought forth 
1þ dythe Sunne, and for the precious things 
{þput forth by the Moone, And for the 
{cheife things of the ancient mountaines , 
zaodfor the precious things of the laſting 
1 Bulles, And for the precious things of the 
earth y and fulneſſe thereof, and for the 
»good will of him that dwelt in the buſh, 
Let the bleſſing come upon the head of 
;b-Joſeph , and upon the top of the head of 
T him 


J; 
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2» him that was ſeparated from his bret} 
»» His glory is like the firſtling of his 
»»locke , and his hornes are like the hi 
»» of Unicornes: with them he ſhall; 
»» the people together, to the ends of & 
2» earth; and they are the ten thouſangſy 
»» Ephraim » and they are the thouſan 
»» Manaſſeh . q 
I. Reas. Becauſe there 1s agreatdih 
rence of the things mentioned as extranth 
nary » inregard of their greater or leſſer 
—_— tothe people of God, andin| 
reſpe& ought to be accordingly eſteraſſ 
and regarded, For, m 
1. Some finnes are more polluting 44 
wounding to their ſoules , albeit every lufjc 
1n it kind polluteth and harteth . Andiigol 
David intimateth in that his penitent 
Pſalme , deprecating Gods diſpleaſure with 
ching his foule murther of Uriah by 
Ammonites , according to his dire&yw 
See Pal. 51.14. Deliver me from blood-gufd 
aeſſe, O God, thou God of my ſalvation: 
my tongue ſhall ſing aloud of thy righteouſueſe(#t 
11. Some croſſes and affli&ions are mt 
ſharpe and piercing unto them » thenÞl 
others; viz. The loſſe and taking ap 
of their children ; as it is implied 1n El 
amplified denunciation thereof , Ezek.ym 
verl, 25. Alſo thou ſonne of man , ſhall it wÞ«c 


p 
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thilabe day » when I take from them thar ſtrength , 
is he joy of their glory , the defire of their eyes , and 
ndphut whereupon they ſet their minds , their ſonnes, 
I plend their daughters , &c. Parents in ſuch caſes 
of &:re wont to be moſt diſconſolate. See Gen. 
n&$47.35- Jerem.31.15. Zach.12.10. 
at# 111.Some bleſſings doe more affe& them 
then others » as is eaſily obſervable in Abra- 
Whmsſpeech 5 Gen. 1 5. 243. And Abram ſaid, 
ad} Lird God what wilt thou give me, ſeeing I goe 
r ealchildleſſe ? And the ſteward of my houſe, # thy 
nlufEliezer of Damaſcus » And Abram ſaid , behold 
enflto me thou haft given no ſeed : and loe , one borne in 

my houſes my heire . It ſeemeth hence thac 
o SAbraham preferred the having of a child be- 
(nfffore his great wealth , and his flouriſhing 
| tourward condition, 
a O8sERv. The people of God having 
their eies in their head » Eccleſ, 2.14. being 
FFfurniſhed 1n their meaſure with the ſpirit of 
wildome and underſtanding , the ſpirit of 
puſcounſell 2nd might;the ſpiric of knowledge, 
: {of the feare of the Lord; are made quick 
ſyof underſtanding in the feare of the Lord , 
wo judge impartially,& with righteouſneſſe, 
0Þaz,11.24344. Yea they diſcerne both time 

and judgment which is to every purpoſe , 
Eccleſ.$. 5,6, And they guide their affaires 
,pmith diſcretion, Pſal. 1 12.5. according co 
whoccaions, Rom, 32.1 5, &c, 
As 
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XLIV. PROPOSITION, | 
As cauſes 8& occaſions ofex 
ordinary religious ſervices 
happen or fall out , and contin 
for ſometime, accordingly th 
ought to be more frequent 
renewed anſwerable courſesh 
in the performance of the ſaidr 


lIigious duties, 

PROOF. In this ſort the weldiſpoſe 
raclites demeaned & approved themlſelj 
as occaſion required ; For when the Be 1 
mites theirenimies prevailed ſeveral ting £ 
againſt them; they accordingly ſeverall dy o 
ſought the Lord,and wept and faſted bely u 
him, See the hiſtory, Judg. 20, 23, :6,4d p 

th 


a a am - mn. Geof . ca a ic. . . ac py 


— 


See this alſo in Amos his iterated courl 
prayer, according to occaſion of iter 
and continued judgments of graſhoppeay # 
and fire , &c, Amos, 7.142434»5z6 |® 
IL Re As. Becauſe a continuing and 
ſevering in an iterated and renewed cout i 
of ſupplicating the Lord , will argue# fe 
witnelſe a ſenſibleneſſe & due apprenenl al 
of his proceedings in the way of his ju&f g 
ments, See Pſal. 80. 3, 7, 19, Thepeoff of 
of God being in great difſtreſle and trouf th 
{ 
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' of long continuance , they doe oftentimes 
renew the ſame prayers» and in a holy man- 
ner complaine in this wiſe , verſ, 4. How long 
pil: thou be angry againf} the prayer of thy people ? 
Io which complaint or expoltulation of 
theirs, there are theſe particulars intimated: 
viz, 1, Gods diſpleaſure was great againſt 
his people at that time, 2. T hey were very 
ſealible ofGods ſo great diſpleaſure, 3.They 
diddeprecate y and ſeeke by prayer the tur- 
ning of Gods wrath from them. 4. They 
of renewed their prayer » whilſt his diſplea- 
{lf ſure ſeemed to continue , 
In} IL. Reas. Becauſe renewed and iterated 
eg importunity'ts very prevalent for obteining 
4 grace and helpe at Gods hands in time of 
q need, For ſo our Saviour Chriſt teacheth 
in bis parable of the importunate widow , 
propounded for this ſame end. See Luk. 
18.1, 21&c, And he ſpake a parableto them to 
rae this end, that men ought alwaies to pray , and not 
jo faint, Saying, There was in a citie a Indge, 
which, Oc, 

OBsERy. There is a marke and brand of 

nfamy and diſgrace ſet upon King Ahaz 
4H forhis incorrigibleneſſe and impenitency y 
albeit he was againe and againe, diſtreſſed 
q greatly. See 2Chron, 28,22, Andinthetime 
q ofthis diſtreſie, did he treſpaſſe yet more againſt 

the Lord ; This is that King Abaz . 
E 2 As 
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XLV. PROPOSITION, |, 
Asthe ſandifying and religiag,, 
obſerving of the Sabbath dy 
docth not exempt and excalf * 
Chriſtians from the performang|fu 
of ſome religious duties upon th 
ſixe working dales (as it halliiu 
beene ſhewed and proved aboyl/* 
Propoſit,7.)ſo neither doeththi, 
performance of ſome religiouſ%e 
duties on the ſixe working dag®* 
morning and evening ulual}jz 
and at other times of the day, ami 
whole daies occaſionally , git 6 
any exemption or liberty uitte L 
them, from their ſanifying qo 
the Sabbath day wholly:Butthy*7 
| are bound to keepe the Sabbathudh 
| day holy , both in a forbearandpe" 
of all civill works & recreation}, ; 
andalſo in an applying of thenjl»d 
ſelves to pious ſervices through,/% 
0l 


/ 
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out the day, either in publick or 
108 nrivate,o! ſecret, as occaſion and 


la opportunity ſerverh . 
ay ProoE.: T hisis the maine ſcope of the 
ang fourth commandement of che Decalogue z 

Exod, 20,8 10, Remember the Sabbath day to 
| fi hepei holy. In it thou [halt not doe any worke, 
1091 hou, nor thy ſonne, nor thy daughter, nor thy man=- 

yo [ſrvant, nor thy maid-ſervant, &e. And thus 

thegodly have been wont co approve them» 
Ufcives, both in the old and new Teſtament . 
Of See this in the religious Eunuchs , and ſons 
{of ſtrangers > who kept Gods Sabbath , 
{« {addidnot pollute it; Iſaiah , 56. 46. The 
lh ApoſtleJohn being in the Iſle calledPatmos, 
 (4ysinthe ſpirit, or ſpiritually exerciſed on 
ind Lords day : Revel. tr. 10, The diſciples 
* Jt Troas obſerved the firſt day of the weeke 
NiFor Lords day > comming together to the 
 (Pwordand Sacrament,and converfing therein 
hy roughout the day . 

I. ReAs. Becauſe the Lord hath bleſſed 
alipnd hallowed the Sabbath day unto religious 
(Exerciſes, and propounded his owne exam- 
b eto be apreſtdent herein . See Exod. 20. 

1, And he refled the ſeventh day : Wherefore the 

MyLordbleſſed the Sabbath day , and hallowed it . 
14 1L.Reas. Becauſe ſuch families as keepe 
& Sabbath day holy , doe thereby declare 
E 3 theme 


102 A DEMONSTRATION 
themſelves co be the people of God: 
hallowing the Sabbath 1s an indicant 
of acknowledgment of reſpeR unto the { 
firmative parts of the three firſt command | 
ments of the firſt Table; viz, of having}, 
Lord to be ones God, and worſhipping al, 
honcuring him » &c. See Ezek. 20, 19,uſ; 
T am the Lord your God : walke in my Sta y 
& keepe my Indgments, & doethem : And hals 
my Sabbaths , and they ſhalbe a fignebetwenn k 
) 


and you ; that ye may know that 1 am the La 
your God . þ 
III.Re as. Becauſe the Lord hath malf , 
very precious promiſes to all ſuch as &} j 
conſcionably keepe and ſanRify the Sabbalf x 
2» day, See Ia. 58.1314. If thou turneam 
2» thy foot from the Sabbath , from doi 
2» thy pleaſure on my holy day, andcall 
»» Sabbath a delight , the holy of the Lot 
>» honourable, and ſhale honour him) 
»» doing thine owne waies,nor finding ci 
2» owne pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine 0 
»» words ; Thea ſhalc chou delight thy 
2-110 the Lord, and I will cauſe theeton 
2» upon the high places of the earth, 
»» feede thee wich the heritage of Jacobti p 
» father; for the mouth of the Lordhul q 
» ſpoken it, This goodneſſe of God ſhowy 
prevaile with his people to feare himy a x 
keepe his commandements, See Hol. Fi 
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* IV. Reas. Becauſe of the ſeverity of 
God againſt profaners , and breakers of che 
Qbbath day » manifeſted by his threatning 
andexecuting of puniſhments . See Jerem, 
17,27, But if you will not hearken unto me, to 


i 


. Numb.15.36, And all the Congregation brought 
tin (the Sabbath breaker ) without the campe , 
Dl ond floned him with ſtones, and he died , as the 
Wt Lordcommanded Moſes . This terrour of the 
Lordſhould perſwade men, See 2Cor. 5.11. 
7 LOBsEk v. The law of the Sabbath day 
gone of the ten commandements , Exod, 
14.28, It is one of the lawes of nature writ- 
"0 tenin mens hearts » that ſufficient time be 
\ taken unto Gods ſolemne worſhip z which 
Godaccording to his infinite wiſdome hath 
"7 ppointed& determined ſhalbe one of ſeven, 
4 Se Rom, 2, 14315. Eccleſ, 3, 1, compar, 
Exod.20,10,11, ARt.20,79, - 
ILOBszRv. The doing of the works of 
| piety» mercy , and neceſſity, on the Sabbath 
&y1nadue way z are not any breach or pro- 
fanation of the day » but rather ſuch duties 
S0ught to be done, & which doe alſo tend 
h 4 to 
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ro the ſanRifying thereof;as being agree 
to the minde of God, who is the Lo 
the Sabbath day , and will have mercy 
not ſacrifice ; inaſmuch as he made the$ 1 
bath for man , and not man for the SabbaP" 
See Math.12, 1,233 3435362726. Mark... L 
Luk.13.1516, a 
11I.OB$szxv.Itis avaine & ſinfullp# 
rence of Anabaptiſis and Libertines , tha ; 
theſe daies of the Goſpell our Chriftialf* 
berty freeth us from the tric obſervatio® 
any one day of the weeke unto the Lol 
more then any other of the fixe , pretend 
thatevery day ought to be a Sabbath dayif? 
Chriſtians; alledging and objeAing ColdF 
2.16, Hebr. 4.10. 1n defence of their enor 
and ſo for want of underſtanding , learnin, 
anJ ſtability, doe wreſt theſe, & otherplay, 
inthe Apoſtle Pauls Epiſtles,to their omg! 
deſtruction , as the Apoſtle Peter thewetty| 
2Pet.3.15216. h 
The text, Colo, 2, 16, Letnomantht 
fore judge you in meate, or indrinke, or inept | 
of an holy day, or of the new Moone or of tl 
Sabbath dates, is to be underſtood of Jeni q 
feſtivities 1n their ſeverall kindes , and notd 
the morall Sabbath day. Bur ifthe mor! 
Sabbath day be at all meant , then itisonp 
inreſpe& of obſerving the laſt day of tif 
weeke; fath the tirſt day of the weekev® 
no! 
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appointed to be obſerved for the Sab- 
rgtb day in the daies of the new Teltament . 
m. AR.20.7. 1Corinth, 16.2, Revel. 1.10, 
« 6} Thetext Hebr, 4.10. For hethat fs entred 
io bis eſt, he alſo hath ceaſed from his owne 
on te, 4 God did from hy, is to be underſtood 
I uching the ſtate & condition of the people 
{God, that did live and were urder the old 
þ..Feſtament » aſwell as of their tate that doe 
1 th[eaodare underthe new Teſtament , and 
. ierefore ought not to be reſtrained unto 
Sheſe daiesand times of the Goſpell; For ſo 
the ſcope and coherence of the text doeth 
,Balily and plaioly make manifeſt go any con- 
|;{fderate and judicious reader thereof 


orf XLVI. PROPOSITION. 

4 The religious duties and ſer- 
whices which Chriſtian familics 
*wught to obſerve and attend on 
Je Sabbath day,are cheifly thoſe 
ich ought to be performed && 
Fonverſedin, in the publick and 
Jdlemneafſemblies of theChurch 
bt Congregation aſſembled to- 
'pcther to ſuch end. 


PaOOF, The members of the Church 
= 1 ac 
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at Troas » and other brethren occafix 


there,aſſembled on the firlt day of the 
or Lords day » to joyne together inthe 
lemne worſhip of God , beſides any g 
courſe held and obſervedon theothe# 
daiesin their generall or particular call 
See AR. 201 7, And upon the firſt day , 
weeke, when the diſciples came together toln 
bread , Paul preached unto them, &c, This . 
appeare likewiſe from what 1s nored ofih 
Jewiſh people , Aﬀt.13.15. Andaftert] 
ding of the law, and the Prophets (onthe | 
bath day , verl. 14. ) the rulers of the Sui, 
ſent unto they , ſaying , Yee men and brain 
ye have any word of exhortation m— , 
on, &c. Aﬀt.15. 21. For Moſes of old tim, 
in every citie them that preach him, being al, 
the Synagogues, every Sabbath day . Yeahnl, 
it was that our Saviour Chriſts cuſtonec 
(when he fulfilled his miniſtery intheddh; 
of his fleſh) to goe to the Synagogue 
the Sabbath daies. See Luk. 4.16. bi 
I Re as. Becauſe the due hoaply of 
Sabbath day holy , ſeemeth to be ſpec 
argued and approved by a due frequent 
of the publick aſſemblies at the timesol& 
lemne worſhip . This argument may; 
ferred from the connexion of the twod,, 
ſes ina direRion given by theLord himiltq,, 
Levit, 26, 2. Yee ſhall keepe my Sabbatls, , 


| 
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wo remcemy Sanuary: 1 am the Lord. As ithe 
eng. did, yeſhall approve your keeping the 
ite ords Sabbaths by a due reſpe& unto the 
y &,blick aſſemblies. 
br Reas. Becauſe publick communion in 
al ſhe ſolemne ordinances of God on the Sab- 
01g th dayzis a principall &cheife endzthougl1 
004 the only end,of our union and conſocta- 
ion with particular Churches,fith Church- 
$rdinancesare of a publick nature y and diſ- 
"nſed by publick perſons called thereunto, 
ex See 1Cor. 10. 16417, The cup of blefling 
MS which we bleſſe; is it not the communion 
my. ofthe blood of Chriſt * The bread which 
M$, we breake,is it not the communion of the 
ms, body of Chriſt? For we being many , are 
rag, one bread, and one body ; for we are all 
S,partakers of that one bread, The publick 
ordinances converſed in , are as it were 
* Gbadpes of Gods people. See Pſal.147.19420. 
"He ſheweth his word unto Tacob , his tatites and 
his judgments 1nto Iſrael ; He hath not dealt ſo 
Sth any nation , Cc. 
A lIl.Reas. Becauſe of the (peciall bleſ- 
"Mg which God hath appointed unto ſach 
Mndifying the Sabbath day in the publick 
Maſemblies and Church-meetings . See Iſa. 
"2156. 6,7. Alſo the ſonnes of ſtrangers thar 
c Joyne themſelves to the Lord, to ſerve 
J»Uum, andto lovethe Name of the Lord , 
G E 6 zz 9 
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2» to be his ſervants , every one that keeys 
z»the Sabbath from polluting it, anda 
1 hold of my covenant ; Eventhem yil 
»» bring to my holy Mountaine, and n 
2» them joyfull in my houſe of Prayer: th 
»» burnt-offrings, and their ſacrifices {y 
2» accepted upon mine Altar ; for my hy 
»» {halbe called a houſe of prayer for allp 
»» ple. See alſo Plal. 133.3. In Zion: 
z» Lord commanded the bleſling; eyen 
z» for evermore, | Like as the Prophet Eli 
went a long journey in the ſtrength oft 
meat and driopke , which the Angel of (; 
provided for him ; 1King. 1 9. 74 $, Eve 
the members of godly families, feeding 
their ſpirituall'food diſpenſed on the 
day inthe congregation of Saints, may 
in the ſtrength of it , till they appearebi{ 
the Lord agaive in Zion the next Sab 
day, See [ſa.66.23. 

I. OBSeRv. A confociation or joyny | 
togetherin Church-fellowſhip is a nd 
eminent, and more worthy relation, t: 
the relation that is in families. See AR 
And the Lord added to the Church daily , futh 

ſhould be ſaved. Howbeit that relation whi 
1s in families is a moſt comfortable andy 
condition, See Pal. 68, 6, God ſettethitt 
litary in families , &c. 
I. OBs««&v. The ſolemne andpubli 
i 
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e29 ordinances to be obſerved and converſed in 
takf on the Sabbath day » 1n the Congregation 
"for Church-meeting z are» the Miniſtery of 
| a8 the Word ; the Adminiſtration of Sacra- 
1thÞ ments,if occaſion ſerve thereunto ; Prayers; 
(af Diſtribution tothe Poore; and Singing of 
 hedf Pſalmes. See AR. 2.42. & 20.7. 1 Corinth. 
Ilof 46.2, Pſal.92.1, Title, 
on'h JI, OBSER v. Such as are converſant in 
enl$ Gods ordinances in the publick aſſemblies 
if onthe Sabbath day , ought to be diſpoſed as 
oftaf one man » attending ſer1ouſly the ſacred bus» 
f(# finefſe in hand , not ſuffering themſelves to 
# betaken up with private reading y prayer » 
nz meditation »- wandring thoughts , drowſt- 
reſſe, &c, See Aﬀt.2.1, And when the day of 
Pentecoſt was fully come, they were all with one ac- 
ay cord in one place . See alſo Eccleſ. 5. 1, Keepe 
thy foot when thou goeſt to the houſe of God , and 
bemore ready to heare then to give the ſacrifices of 
vn fooles : for they conſider not that they doe evil . 
4 IV.OBSERv. They deceive themſelves 
4 greatly, who under a pretence of better pro= 
1} fiting themſelves inreading of good books 
«ay at home, and private deyotions, doe neglect 
tux to converſe with God and his people in the 
20 publick ordinances on the Sabbath day ; as 
may appeare by a conſideration of what is 
witteny Rom. 10. 17, Faith commeth by hea- 
uy rng.and hearing by the word of God. 1 Cor.1.21, 
| Fox 
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110 A DEMONSTRATION 
For after that in the wiſdome of God, the worll 
riſdome knew not God, it pleaſed Godby the 
liſhneſſe of preaching to ſave them that belir, 
1 Pet, 2. 2, As new borne babes deſirethe fa 
milke of the word that yee may grow thereby, Pry 
28.9, Hethat turneth away his eare from hurn 
the law, even his prayer ſhalbe abomination, © 
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Albeit a converſe in religiou} 
ſervices inthe ſolemne aſſemblis} 


of the Church, doth in ſpecul 
tend to aſandifying of the Sb 
bath day : Yet the members (| 


0 


Chriſtian families ought likewik 
to ſerve God in the family, an 


in ſecrer , on the Sabbath day . 


opportunity ſerveth thereunto 


when they are not imployedu| 


publick. 


PROOF. Our Saviour Chriſt andhisfs 
mily , notwithſtanding their reſpeRtivehe 


quenting the Synagogues on the Sabbal 


dates ; yet afcer the publick miniſtery ws 
ended, they alſo redeemed the time inp! 
vate unto religious exerciſes, This may? 

PEare) 
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peare » Math.12.1. & 13-1. compared with 
Math. 13. 36937. Then leſus ſent the multitude 
avay , and went into the houſe : and his diſciples 
came unto him, ſaying , Declare unto us the parable 
| of the tares of he Fald, He anſwered and ſaid 
unto them, He that ſoweth the good ſeed,is the ſonne 
" of man, @&c. See alſo Mark. 1.21, &Cc. 
I.Rs as. Becauſe the Sabbath day oughe 
* | to be ſequeſtred wholly from a purſuic of 
ou profits and pleaſures of this life, and to be 
l ſpent wholly in holy exerciſes, publickly or 
G privatly » as the Lord hath commanded 
1ly Exod.z0, 8. Remember the Sabbath day to heepe 
qt itholy; &c. for here 1s no exemption nor 
0 exception givento any part of the day , that 
8! ſhould noe be ſanRified and kept holy » 
it zwell asthe other parts of the day, See alſo 
1nd} Iaiahs 58.13, 14+ 
IL Reas. Becauſe a performance of re- 
L lgious exerciſes in private on the Sabbath 
dytendeth much unto a better profiting by 
; the adminiſtration of the publick ordinan- 


orld 
heb 


eltey, 


ces; viz, A preparation in private before the 
publick ordinances be taken in hand , and 
{-} prayer, conference, and meditation after the 
164 publick ordinances are ended , touching the 
aj} ſame, conduce much to a good ſucceſſe 
thereof, T his isin part implied in Heze- 
4 kiah the King his prayer and its ſucceſſe » in 
pp the dehalfe ot the people of the Jews at the 
Cele» 
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celebration of the Paſſeover , 2Chron, 
2) 18, 19420, — But Hezekiah prayed { 
2» them , ſaying , The good Lord pardy 
2» every one; That prepareth his hearty 
» ſeeke God, the Lord God of his fathey, | 
2» though he be not cleanſed according yÞ 
»» the purification of the SanCtuary, Andthþ 
2 Lord hearkened to Hezekiah, and hedklf, 
2, the people. ]See alſo for after-courſe whz 
Is recorded y At. 13. 43+ 3» Now whenthkÞ 
2» Congregation was broken up, many ofth 
»» Jews, andreligious Proſelytes folloni! 
»» Paul & Barnabas , who ſpeaking to then, 
2» perſwaded chem to continue 11 the grat 
2» of Gods &c. 

OBSERyv. Such as having converſed ith, 
God in the religious uſe of his publickord-$; 
nances , on the Sabbath day in the aſſem-{ 
blies, doe goe forth after cares , andrich6þy 
and pleaſures of this life , aſſoone astheiþ, 
ſemblies are diſmiſſed, they cannot brug, 
forth fruit unto perfeRion: as is to beſeete}| 
1 the ſtate of that ſort of unfruicfull heaznþ, 
of the word, who are by our Saviour Chrith, 
reſembled unto the thorny ground , Luk 
»»14, And that which fell among thorns, 
»are they which when they have head}, 
2» goe forth, and are choked with cares) Wl, 
2» Iiches,and pleaſures of this life ; and dif; 
2» 0 tru co perteRion , y fi 
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" XLVLIL.PROPOSITION. 


av} All due caution and circum- 


\. Jpection ought to be uſed by the 


gupcople of God, for the declining 
dizþndavoiding of vaine and ſiniſter 
- nalking in the performances of 
«&þcligious duties , whether inthe 
tsKongregation, or family, or in ſe- 
- ret, whether the ſervices be or- 
nz{Cinary or extraordinary « 


. | ProoF. Such caveat is given by our Sa- 
"Id ;our Chriſt couching prayer and faſting; & 
"Ms; zppliable likewiſe unto other religious 
MYervices. SeeMath. 6. 5 . And when thou prayeſt, 
1) Bebo ſhalt not be as the hypocrites are : for they love 
©" Yo pray fanding in the Synagogues, @ in the corner 
uShef the fireets , that they may be ſeene of men, &c« 
Andibid. verſ., 16. Moyeover when ye faſt, be 
t the hypocrites,of a ſad countenance ; for they 
"a igure their faces , that they may appeare unto 
"drentofaſt. 
ry [.Reas. Becauſe the Lord is a God that 
" ſearcherh the heart, and taketh exaR know- 
[edge of the waies of his people, and will 

rnadthem accordingly as they walke in 
y logleneſſe and ſincerity of heart z and inte= 


erty 
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grity of converſation , See Jerem,y, 
1 the Lord ſearth the heart , T try thereing,, 
#0 give every man according to his waits, g 
cording to the fruit of his doings . Revel,,' 
All the Churches ſhall know , that I am leo 
ſearcheth the reines , and hearts , ee, | 
I. Re as. Becauſe ſuch cauteloy 
wary ſincere walking doeth tend mud}! 
the Roppiog of the mouthes of abſur 
verſaries, and toa reſtraining of their fy 
who are apt to traduce and perſecutet 
good waies of the people of God. Seehnff 
16. 7, When a mans waies pleaſe the Lon, 
maketh even his enimies to be at peace within 
Seealſo 1 Per, 3. 15 16. But ſanGify il 
God in your hearts , and be ready alwaies 
an anſ:ver to every one that aſketh you aruſal 
the hope that is in you, with meekneſſe and þ 
Having a good conſcience, that whereas they| 
evill of you, 45 of evill doers, they may be a 
whichfalſly accuſe your good conrer ſation ini 
OBSeRv. Hypocrites may gaine the 
ward of popular applauſe and reputati 
upon a vaine and finifter courſe in reliph 
held by them . See Math, 6. 2, 5, 16% 
2King. 10.1516. Butſuch arenot accept 
of God, See 2 Corinth, 10, 18, For 
that commendeth himſelfe is approved , hut 
the Lordcommendath \ | 


'| 
( 


IN | of FAMILY-DUTIES, 115 


wind XLIX, PROPOSITION. 


wy Special care and regard ought 
nkkewiſe to be had, that religious 
low (Uties and ſervices be performed 
mughythe people of God, both in an 
ſurgoly and ſpirituall manner, and 
i =o in a due order , according to 
phe Lords owne direction and 


o Fommandement . 


* ' PxooF. For ſo our bleſſed Saviour in» 


. Jormedand taught the woman of Samaria, 
. "Bee Johny4. 23, But the houre commeth and now 
1 ,W, henthe true Worſhippers , ſhall worſhip the 
(Paberin ſpirit, andin trueth : for the Father ſee- 
Rab ſuch to —_ him. Yea and our Lordand 
,Þaviour Chriſt did thus approve himſelte by 
FUking according to Gods commande- 
. ment, See John, 14. 31. Andas the Father 
pre me commandement , even ſo doe I . 

if I Reas. Becauſe the Lord God, unto 
of omreligious duties and ſervices ought to 
erendredzis of a ſpirituall nature,and there- 
foremuſt be ſerved ſpiritually, and in an holy 
Manner, proportioned unto ſuch his income» 
Jprehenſible eſſence. See John » 4. verſ. 24. 
Godis a Spirit , and they that worſhip him, muſt 
wor - 
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The Lordis a Spirit , &c. 


ſeverely to puniſh ſuch as have beeners 


gent and careleſſe to worſhip and ſerve 


after the due order; as King Davidbyq 
fron acknowledgeth and maketh men 
1 Chron.15.13.TheLord our God madea| 


order . And this is alſo declared bythe 


poſtle Paul, touching ſome of the Chit 


of Corinth, in regard of their commin 


worſhip him in ſpirit , and in truetha 2 Cotz 


I. Reas. Becauſe God hath beengſd 
| 


« 
] 


upon as, for that we ſought him not afirthÞ! 


c 


' 


the Sacrament in an undue way, 1Cotu,P 


For this cauſe many are weake and ſickly 
you , and many ſleepe. See verl. 2732829, 


OBSERv. A holy and ſpirituall man 
and due order of religious performang 
confiſteth in ſuch qualifications and diy 


tions as theſe following; viz . 


I. Underftanding , or diſtin& knowlelf 


inthe religious ſervice in hand; 1 Cor 
14+ 14415. For if I pray in an unknowneto 


my ſpirit prayeth , but my underſtanding is 
fruitfull , What is it then ? I will pray wihi 


derftanding alſo. 


ſpirit , and will pray with underſtanding al: 
will fing with the ſpirit , and will ſing withihe 


11, Conſcience of God, to ſway unt 
and in every religious duty; as may beg 


thered from the Lords expoſtulatio! 


Tail. 


OF FAMILY-DUTIES. 117 
7h, 7. 5» When ye faſted and mourned in the 
& and ſeventh moneth, even thoſe ſeventy yeeres, 
en ode at all faft unto me , even to me © : 
need] 111, Sincerity » or trueth in performing 
ve Shercof, See Joſh. 2.4. 14+ Feare the Lord, and 
ode him in fincerity and trueth . 
ew[ 1y, Faich on God through Chriſt , See 
abMak. 11-24 Whatſoever things ye deſire, when 
rthepray » beleeve that yee receive, Ge. See alſo 
/ thefledr. 1 1-6» : 
"4 y, Hopes Or waiting for the accompliſh. 
nioentofche promiſes . Pſal. 130.5. I waite 
r1,,8 the Lord, my ſoule doeth waite, and in his word 
we 1 hope . 
4 11 Willingneſſe » orcheerfulneſſe in the 
nanfrvice, See what 1s particularly ſaid tou» 
neFhing works of charity » as being generally 
iſpd8opliable in the caſe in hand; 2 Corinth. 9.7, 
ty man according as he purpoſeth in his heart , 
lea! him give, not grudgingly , or of neceſſity : for 
rin$Þ9% loverh a cheerful giver . See likewiſe 
wePcut. 23.47, 
184 VII. Reverence , and godly feare , or 
þembling. See Hebr. 1 2.2.8, Let us havegrace 
|o;heuby we may ſerve God acceptably , with reve- 
af"ce, and godly feare . See alſo Plal.2.1 1. 
v111, Humility ; 1Pet. 5.5. Beclothed with 
myPanity, for God refiſleth the proud, and giveth 
ofrace to the humble . 
vg 1x, Contrition of heart ; Pſal. 5 1.17. The 


L ſa- 


10 


N 


Ot, 
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ſacrifices of God, are a broken ſpirit : abn 
a contrite heart , O God, thou wilt ng 4 | 
See alſo Pſal. 34-18. 

x, Poverty of ſpirit; Iſaiah , 66 :, 
this man will I looke,even to him that is pun 
See alſo Math.5.3. 

£1. Senſe of ſpirituall wants & wet 
with a deſire of ſupply; Math. 5.ver[s, 
ſed are they which doe hunger and thirſt aff 
geouſneſſe, &c. Seealſo Ia,55.1,2, 

X11. Godly ſorrow; 2Corinth, 7.4 
were made ſorie after a godly manner . St 
Math. 5 .4- | 

X111. Selfe accuſing; Pſal.5 1.3.14 
ledge my tranſgreſſion. See alſo Proy,28, 

x1v. Selte judging ; 1 Corinth, 11,4 
eve would judge ourſelves , we ſhould not be; 
Seeallo Gen. 32.10, 

xy. Fervency of ſpirit , or holy 
Rom. 1 2.11. Not ſlothfull in buſineſſe, 
in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord. See alſo Galat 
X v1. Perſeverancezand patient con 
Epheſ. 6. 18. Praying alwaies with al 
and ſupplication in the ſpirit , and watching 
unto with all perſeverance, exc. See allo 
4. verl, 2. 
XV11. Love of God; Exod. 20.6. 
ſhewing mercy to thouſands of them thatt 
and kheepe my commandements , See allo 
7. Veil. 9. 
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xy111. Love of Neighbour ; 1 Corinth, 
$7.1. Though I ſpeake with the tongues of men and 

wels, So not charity , 1 am become as ſoun- 
ug braſſe, or 4 tinckling cimball . See alſo 


Yon pheſ. 5.2. ; 
x18. An honeſt and good heart, purified 


kSom bad qualities; Luk. 8. 15. They which in 
(.6.0hn boneft and good heart having heard the word , 

Stcit, &c. Seeallo 1Pet.2.1,2. | 
xx, In the Name of our Lord Jeſus 
viſt; Coloſſ. 3. 17. Whatſoever yee doe in 
1dor deed , doe all in the Name of the Lord Je- 
ks, 06, See alſo Epheſ. 5.20. 


L. PROPOSITION. 


The performance of religious 
orſhip & ſervice in the family, 

rotherwhere, may not be reſted 
n,or truſted unto, as if the work 
one, or duty performed, did, or 
ould commend any one to God 

rthe worke ſake: but God is to 

depended on only , and his 
Piſſing is to be waited for in his 
rdinance, and his providence to 
elervedinthe uſe of the meanes 
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which he hath ordained tg 


walked in. | 


PROOF. This Propoſition may þ 
ferred from an intimation given by th 
poſtle Paul in another caſe , 1 Corinth 
So thenneither is hethat planteth any thingy 
he that watereth : but God that giceththeinah 
And thus alſoSolomon obſerveth in high 
verbs; See Prov. 10, 22, The bleſſing 
Lord, it mak:thrich . | 

I. REeaAs. Becauſe whatſoever relig 
duties and feryices the people of Godi 
performe unto God according to his x 
1t15no more then their duty enjoyned! 
them: For ſo our Lord Chriſt teachethuſ 
confeſſe and acknowledge . See Luky 
Yee when yee ſhall have done all thoſe things lf 
arecommanded you, ſay, We are unprofitatl 
vants,tre have done that which was our duty 

II.Re As. Becauſe many and great 
the weakneſſes and polluted impertci, 
which doe adhere and cleave unto the 
ſervices and performances of the peopt 
God : So that they ſtand in need of pai 
and remiſſion of ſuch miſcariage as hat 
tended and accompanied them therein. 
15 implied 1a that advertiſment for Aa 
andthe people, Exod, 28, 38. That 
may beare the miquity of the holy things, wi Wi; 

(0 
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tO Behildren of 1ſrael ſhall hallow,in all their holy gifts. 
Yea thus the people of Godin their ſer1ous 
- ſolemne confeſſions have beene wont in- 
&enouſly and freely to acknowledge. See 
With, 64.6. But wee are all as an uncleane thing, 
{dll our righteouſneſies are as filthy rags , &c. 
Wee this alſo in that deprecation of worthy 
MWNehemiahywho having done that which for 
he matter of it was right in the fight of the 
Word, yet being conſcious of his 1mperfec- 
- Koons therein , doeth therefore crave pardon 
"nd mercy from God . Nehem.13. 22. Re- 
00 Gnember me, O my God , concerning this alſo, and 
* Wihareme according to the greatneſſe of thy mercy. 
dt 
F 1ILReas. Becauſe fo farre as any duty 
"Wndſervice is performed unto God , which 
"Yor matter and manner is wel-pleafing to his 
' xtinine Majeſty , by any of his ſervants, the 
"me ought not to be attributed unto them- 
'"Pelves, but to the Lord, who graciouſly 
*TSeth and worketh for them » and in them ; 
"Þ may be ſeene , Iſa,26.12. Lord, thou wilt 
Laine peace for 14 : for thou alſo haſt wrought all 
F = ray or, for us . See alſo 1Cor. 


7. For who maketh thee to differ from another ? 
nd what haft thou that thou didſt not receive ? 
nf wif thou didſt receive it , why doeſt thou glory 

1 if thou hadſt not received it ? 
 OBsEgRv. Every good performance and 
"{polition thereunco —_ to be referred 
and 


l, 
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and attributed to Gods gracious diſy 
tion ; as may appeare in ſome inſtance, 


1. The will & the deed are both wre 
by God. See Philip. 2.13. For it is Guts 
worketh in you bothto will, and to doe, of iy 
pleaſure . 

11. The preparation of the heart unt 
religious duty is of God , See Pal, tg, 
Lord, thou haſt heard the defire of thel 
thou wilt prepare their heart , thou wilt cal 
eare to heare . 

111. The utterance and wel-orderin 
what is religiouſly expreſſed and ſpokn 
likewiſe from the Lord . See Pſal. ji. 
O Lord open thou my lips, & my mouth ſl 
forth thy prayſe. 

Iv. Helpe and aſſiſtance againſt infin 
thac doe uſually afſaulc , and diſfitto re 
ous duties » is from the Lord; even fron 
Spirit, See Rom, 8, 26, Likewiſe the! 
al;o helpeth our infirmities: for wee know min 
we ſhould pray for as we ought : but theSyi 
ſelfe maketh interceſſion for us , with goat 
whichcannot be uttered . 

v. The faculty and ability to profil 
any religious courſe is given by the Lat, 
See Iſaiah,4, 17.1 am the Lord thy Godnb 
teacheth thee to profit , which leadeth thu hq, 
gay that thou ſhouldeſt goe . f 


V1. The LordJeſus Chriſt gracioully, 


Fund! 
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meth che religious ſervices of his people, 

hat ſo they may become acceptable to 

od our Father. See Revel. 8. 4. And the 

Frnoke of the incenſe which came with the prayers of 

Wile Saints , aſcended up before God out of the An 

nds hand . 

LL PROPOSITION. 


Thoſe families are in a moſt 
kngerous and wretched ſtate 8 
ondition , which doe wholly 

kaaile to ſerve the Lord ina perfor- 


mance of family-duries. 
o ProoE, See Jerem. 10.25, Pore out thy 
upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon 
tle families that call not on thy Name. T his pro 
 "Apheticallimprecation is as a predi&tion t » 
bo —_\ andit implieth that fa 
Spies that call not on Gods Name arelike 
'6.WÞnto the heathen, and ſhall with them par- 
"Rake inthe ſenſe of Gods wrath and diſplea- 
"Pure, Now it wilbe found a fearfull thing to 
_« Jalinto the hands of the living God, who is 
7,,#conſuming fire. See Hebr. zo. ver. 31, 
1#& 12; yerl, 29, 
'4 LL Reas. Becauſe anegle& or contempt 
ſi calling onthe Lords Name , and ſerving 
vim» 15 a figne and token of atheiſtic all folly 
—"$0d Wickednes, See Pſal.14.verſ.1 & 4, com- 
= pared 
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pared together, viz . Thefoole hath ſaily 
heart , there is no God. — They call no » 
Lord. Yea ſuch negle& and conteny 
gueth not only ſome guiltineſſe, but fl 
high degree of atheiſme and deſperate wh 
faneſſe; as may be obſerved in Pharaohl 
of Egypt, See Exod.5. 2. And Pharails 
Whois the Lord, that I ſhould obey hn wie 

IL, RE as. Becauſe ſuch families a 
not on Tods Name are moſt pernig 
& hurtfull enimies to the Church and$ 
m which they doe abide and inhabit, 
being meanes what in them lieth, of 
ruine and deftruion thereof ; and oW 
expoſe themſelves to the deſerved pu 
ments of deſtroyers and murtherers, Jer 
9» 10. 25, Powre out thy fury uponthel 
»» milies that call not on thy Name; fort 
» have eaten up Jacob , and devouredhuf 
» and conſumed him , and haye made} 
»» habitation deſolate. 

OBsERry. All Chriſtian families ar 
alike convinced & per{waded touching 
neceſſity,nature, and maner of perforn 
of family-duties every day, both mor 
and evening z as it may fare with then 
other caſes through their dulneſſe of ft 
ring. See Hebr. 5.11412, Yetſuch as arept 
fect » ought to be minded —_— role 
demonſtration above declared , & it in lo 
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ileSearticulars thereio,ſome families are other- 
© minded » God {hall reveale this unto 
nohem walking by the ſame rule and minding 
t:Kte ame things fo farre as they have already 
re wlattzined, See Philip. 3.15516, Bur if any 
blmily among the people of God have 2 
»þootthat beareth gall & wormwood, whole 
wallhearts turne away from the Lord; and it 
x&ommeth to paſſe » that albeic they have 
icadeene convinced by the word of their duty 
dYllterein, they doe nevyertheleſſe bleſſe theme 
ite Melves in their hearts, ſaying, Wee ſhall have 
of @$excethough we walke in the imaginations 
{© &Þr Rubborneſſe of our hearts in a negle& 
uipodcontempt of calling on God; The Lord 
ill not ſpare them » but his anger and jea- 
the fflouſy (hall ſmoke againſt them , yea and his 
articurſes denounced in the Scriptures , ſhall lie 
4hapon themz&c, See Deut, 29.18,19,20z&c, 


ds LIL PROPOSITION, 

Moreover, ſuch families doe 
ar . 

"zJiltly deſerve and incurre blame 
agnd reproote, who doe performe 
""Feligious duties 6: ſervices amiſle 
rej PROOF, The Apoſtle James taxeth and 
of hendeth the brethren of the ewelve 
n ſoPÞes 3 tor their faultineſſe and miſcariage in 
F 3 pet- 
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performance of prayer, See James,g, 
aſke and receive not , becauſe yee aſke amiſſe,6 

I. Reas. Becauſe every tranſpr 
doeth draw on a guilt with it » whethert 
in matter y manner , end or circumſta 
See James y 2, 10. For whoſoever ſhall ky 
whole law , and yet offend in one point, heiy 
of all. 

Vl. REeAs. Becauſe the Lord Gol 
counteth and judgeth ſervices perfar 
amiſſe to be a grand violation of the 
commandement of the firſt table , whid 
will therefore ſeverely puniſh. See 

20. 7, Thou fhalt not take the Nameofth 
thy God inr:aine : for the Lord will not byll 
guilileſſe that taketh his Name invaine, 

OB$SERv. Religious ſervices and dn 
are performed amiſſe when they ated 
either » 

1. Ignorantly , not knowing whats 
or done . Herein the Papiſts are grolly! 
ty, who make ufe of an unknowne la 
in their prayers and ſervice , both pub 
and privatly. Such errour the Apoſtk! 
noteth , 1 Corinth, 14. 14. gd þ 
unknowne tongue , my ſpirit prayeth , bun 
derſtanding is unfruitfull . 

11. Superſticiouſly, as the Papiſts lk 
eranſgreſſe, in ſaying onely a ſet numit 
words on their beads » without revert 
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4.3 Wſecling underſtanding » &c. much like the 
ie. habling heathen, See Math. 6,7, But when yee 
nſoreglpray » uſe not vaine repetitions , «5 the heathen doe ; 
theraWfor they thinke they ſhalbe heard for their much 
Lig 111. Hypocritically regarding iniquity in 
1» ;-»Mthe heart» albeit there be a faire outward de- 
"Frortwent. Such performance was prophe- 
Coicied of by Ifaiahy and praftiſed in the da'es 
rfanJofour Saviour Chriſt . See Math. 15, 7, 8. 
het Yee hypocrites, well did Efaias prophecie 
hilly of you, ſaying» This people draweth nigh 
« Fly unto me with their mouth , & honoureth 
418) me with theirlips » but their heart is farre 
hull» from me . 
Iv. Profanely » when ſuch as doe ſeeme 
1 4} todraw nigh to God , doe live notwithſtan- 
re af dogin a courſe and praRtiſe of grofſe and no- 
tonious tranſgreſſions , See this Iſaiah, 1.15, 
168» And when yee ſpread forth your hands , 
(jt » I will hide mine eyes from you;yeazwhen 
op! yee make many prayers, I will not heare 
bldg» you : your hands are full of blood, 
led v- Deceitfully or negligently : See Jere. 
ana$43. 10, Curſed be hee that doeth the worke of the 
;n$ Lord deceirfully . See the margent there, in 
# theN, tranſlat, 
v1, Unconftantly , for ſo was the failing 


K | 
bed Of King Joaſh, See 2 Chron. 24.verſ.2 & 17. 
1 compared together ; Joaſh did that which 


F 4 2) WaS 
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»» was right in thefight ofthe Lord, Jl 


z» daies of Jehojada » the Prieſt, = 

44 after the death of Jehojada z came 
»» princes of Juda and made obeyſacÞ 
» the King: then the King hearkeneduff 
3, them » &c. 


LIL. PROPOSITION, 


Neither can ſuch families af 
cuſe themſelves before the Lai 
when he commeth to jugdme 
who having opportunity anda 
pacity to learne to reade, anda 
lity and meanes to procureal 
ble in their native language; jt 
cannot reade, nor haveany Bitt 
in their families. 


ProOOF. Solomon doeth thus deferi 
his foole, who is the wicked man; Pr 
17.16. Wherefore is there a price in the hauls 
foole to get wiſdome, ſeeing he hath no hearttil 

I. Reas. Becauſe they are in no vi 
anſwerable to Gods expeRation, in thee 
and meanes he hath beſtowed on them; 


chat it isarighteous thing with him toi 
provoked, and to come againſt them; 3 


1s declared in the parable z Luk, 13.6! 
AQ 
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certaine man had a figtree planted in 
hs vineyard, and he came and ſought fruit 
\ thereon» and found none » Then ſaid he 
to the dreſſer of his vineyard; Behold , 
theſe three yeeres I come ſeeking fruic on 
this figeree, and finde none ; cut xe downe, 
why cumbreth it theground . 
H, Reas. Becauſe unanſwerableneſſe 
unto Gods mercies and meanes vouchſafcd 
- Jyoco any people » doeth greatly aggravate 
LoWfdeir fone, and infallibly ſeale cheirpunith- 
netnent. This argument is evidently drawne 
\dQbfom our Saviour Chrifts upbraiding the 
] ties io which he had frequently & power- 
fullypreached » and wrought his miracles , 
a Itoconfirme his dorine ; and yet they were 
, munanſwerable through unfruitfulneſſe . See 
' 7, Math.11, 21. Woe unto thee Chorazin » 
bl » noe unto theeBethſaida:for if the mighty 
» works which were done in you, had beene 
F » donein Tyre and Zidonzthey would have 
> Iyrepented long agoe in ſackcloth and aſhes, 
ly OBSERv. Jt was the high commendation 
of Mary» given unto her by our Saviour 
""FChriſtthat ſhe redeemed time ungo the one 
'"Fthing needfull > when Martha did cumber 
-F herſelfe about much ſerving) and was trou- 
"1 bled about many things, See Luk.10.4.2. But 
0'Y one thing is needfull ; And Mary hath choſen that 
F; good part, which ſhall not be taken away from her. 
« F 5 T hoſe 
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LIV. PROPOSITION: kt 


Thoſe families likewiſe ar$ 
together faulty and inexcuſz 
who doe walke contrary,and 
oppoſe and withſtand the gf 
waies of God, walked in by 
people, according tothe mls} 


Gods word. | 
PRooOE. The Apoſtle Paul deſcribe: 


complaineth of ſuch perſons,2 Timoth, 
Now 4s Tannes and Tambres withſtood Mi 
ſo doe theſe alſo reſiſt the trueth : men of cn 
mindes , reprobate concerning thefaith , 

I. Re as. Becauſe God will walker 
trary to them , as doe walke contrary w! 
him . See Levit. 26. 23 24, &c. »lfy/ 
2» will not be reformed, but will walked 
»» trary unto me; Then will I alſo walket 
2» trary unto you , and will puniſh youy 
2») ſeventimes for your linnes , &c, 

II. Reas. Becauſe they ſhall ha 
thing to plead for themſelves in the & 
the Lords wrath but ſhall remaine ſper 
leſle, as it fared with the man in the pad 
who came tothe wedding without 2K 
ding garment : Math, 22, 12, Neitherli 
any Adyocate be found that will pleat 
(ix 
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N  Frhem. See 1 Sam. 2.2 5. If one man finne againſt 
another , the Tudge ſhall judge him : but if a man 
T's [ againſt the Lord , who ſhall intreat for him? 
16h 0858«v. Such perſons may be ſaid to 
nd walke contrary » and to withſtand the good 
F.-zicsof God walked in by his people ; 
 29F 1, Either who plotzconſultzor take coun- 
by {fell againſt the people of God, to doethem 
Jo, $Þurt becauſe of their ſincere religious cour- 
_ es. See Plal. 83. 3. They have takencomnſell 
inſt thy people , and conſulted againſt thy hid- 
ben den ones » 
oth,# 11, Or obſerve and watch the people of 
if Godintheir walking, to get an advantage 
f and ſome way to enſnare and intangle them : as 
the Scribes and Phariſes did our Saviour 
keas Chriſt. See Luk. 20, 20. »» And they wat- 
ryw? yched him » and ſent forth ſpies » which 
[fy » ſhould fatne themſelves juſt men,that they 
real » might take hold of his words, that ſo they 
tes »» might deliver him to the power and au- 
uf »thority ofche Governour . 
| 111, Or wbo contradict and oppoſe ſuch 
ws wholeſome trueths , as the people of God 
in$ doe hold&profeſſe according to godlineſſe. 
of See Att, 17.verſ.18. yy» Fhen certaine Phi- 
# »loſophers of the Epicureans , and ofthe 
x » Stoicks , encountred him . And ſome 
i » aid: What will this babler ſay? otherſome, 
if » He [cemeth to be a ſerrer forth of ſtrange 
c F 6 2» gods: 
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2» gods ; becauſe he preached unto thi 
3» Jeſus » and the reſurrection , 

1v. Or who diſcourage and preivx 
people of God by lies; as the Lord hinks 
by the Prophet Ezekiel complaineth, 
»» Ezek. 13. 22. Becauſe with lies yeeh 
,, made the heart of the righteous 
»» whom [I have not made fad, and fire 
,yned the hands of the wicked , that 
3» ſhould not returne from his wickedy 
2» by promiſing him life , &c. 

v. Or who deride and ſcorne thepe: 
of God by mockings and contemptuon 
haviour . See this complained of, Pſalyy 
verſ. 4. Our ſoule is exceedingly filled wil 
ſcorning of thoſe that are at eaſe , and withth 
gempt of theproud . 

v1. Or who traduce and falfly accuſe 
good waies of God : Either 1. of hardid 
as if intolerable, and not to be endured, 
John , 6. 60. This is an hard ſaying, 
can heare it £ Or 2. of overſtrinreſle; x 
prejudiciall to liberty : as is implied, Pl 
verſ.3. Let us breake their bands aſunder,anid 
arway their coards from ws . Or 3, of unprof 
bleneſſe; as if no way beneficiall. See Mi 
3+ 14, Yeehave ſaid, It is vaine to ſerve God. 
what profit is it that we have kept his ordinaxs 
Or 4. of melancholious penſivneſſe; # 
void of joy and comfort ; as i 
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# Eccleſ, 7. 4. The heart of fooles is inthe houſe of 
mnh. Or 5. of gccaſion and cauſe of trou- 
eive @þle; as if therefore unſufferable , See John 
hink$ 11, 48, If wee let him thus alone , all men will be- 
h. Whkrreon him, and the Romans [hall come, and take 
ee nf} epuy both our place and nation . 
"us {F# y11. Or who flander and falfly accuſe the 
rerpif pood ſervants of God; Either 1. of idleneſſe 
thaf jocheir particular callings » when they are 
kednf imployed in the ſervice of God, See Exod, 
5.17. Pharoah ſaid, Yee are idle, yee are idle : 
e peoif cherefore yee ſay , Let us goe , and doe ſervice to the 
lowhp Lord. Or 2, of indiſcretion and prepoſte= 
laluF rous zeale » bringing ſhame and diſgrace . 
wit So Mical cenſured her huſband King Da- 
that vid, See 2 Sam. 6, 20, How glorious wa the 
King of Iſrael to day , who uncovered himſelfe 10 
ule it} day m the eyes of the handmaids of his ſervants ? 
anek} &%. Or 3, of madneſſe; as if they were out 
# oftheir witts, See AR, 26, 24, Feſtus ſaid 
pitha loud voice , Paul , thou art beſide thy ſelfe, 
3 f much learning doeth make thee mad . Or 4. of 
iy pride and fingularity ; as if they were wholly 
4 tranſported thereby, Thus Korah , Dathanz 
rolay and Abiram , charged Moſes and Aaron 
» Numb. 16, 3, Saying » vee take too much 
aq » upon you, ſeeingal[ the congregation are 
me} » holy every one ofthem , and the Lord is 
#4 »among them ; wherefore then lift you up 
ley 11 your ſelves above the congregation of the 
b Lord? 


N 


[4 
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Lord* | Or 5. of hypocriſy; as iftheymii 
not ſuch indeed), as they doe profeſſe thei 
ſelves to be, and are iv ſhew. This wx. 
which Jobs three friends did many tinfley 
charge him withall , as may be ſeenext 
throughout the buoke of Job. Or, of 
tiouſnefle & turbulency 1n the places wiz 
they dwell. Thus were the bleſſed diſcyl 
of Chriſt accuſed , See AR, 16. 20, 1 
—_ them to the Magiſtrates , ſaying, 
men being Fews , doe exceedingly trouble ourci 
& cap. 17. 6. Theſe that have turned the 
#p-fide-downe, Ec. Or 7. of contempt of 
thority ; asif they regarded not magiſtra 
and the laws of Princes. See AR. 11, 
2» Theſe all doe contrary to the decree 
3, Cefar. | & Dan. 6.13, 9, Then anſwer 
»» they & ſaid before the King, That Din: 
»» Which is of the captivity of the childr 
2» of Judah , regardeth nor thee , O Kine 
»» nor the decree that thou haſt fignedy 
»» maketh his petition three times a day, 
V1tH1. Or who threaten to infli& puni 
ments onthe people of God that (ot! 
may diſcourage them, if poſſibly they cou 
doe it. See AR. 4. 21, So whenthey bat fu 
ther threamed them, they let them goe, fin 
nothing how they might puniſh them, becal: 
the people , &c. | 
1x, Or who doe perſecute and infitp 
ol; 


| OF FAMILY-DUTIES. 135 
yWhilhments on them 1n ſeyerall kinds, viz. in 
theheir go0ds » liberties » and bodies. See At. 
viW.;, As for 5 aul , he made havocke of the Church, 
mring into every houſe , and haling men and wo- 
m, committed them to priſon . See alſo 2 Cor, 
$11,23,24425. Hebr.11-36.37« 


LV. PROPOSITION. 


Governours of families ought 
Jtoſtudy and indeavour in a ſpe- 
Iciall manner for cleerneſſe of 
knowledge , and ſoundneſle of 
F judgment in the waies and word 
«6 of God , and to ſtrive unto all 
"* oodlineſle of converſation in 
} their Chriſtian walking; that ſo 
x} they may be approved of God, 
4 and not need to be aſhamed in 
i going inand out before their fa- 
milics , 
4 PROOF. The Apoſtle Paul chargeth the 
4 Evangeliſt Titus to inculcate this leſſon to 
{ the Churches in Crete, See Tir. 2, 14 2. 
{ » But ſpeake thou the things which be- 
»» come ſound doftrine: That the aged men 


| 2 de ſober, grave, temperate ſound in faiths 
| 3} in 


—_ — 
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2» in charity , in patience. See alſo his chu 
to Timothie , 2 Timoth.2. 15, Study 
thy ſelfe approved unto God , a workman tha 
dethnot to be aſhamed, &c. "This inftud 
and adviſe concerneth all ſuch perſons 
are to be imployed in the worke of the 

in any kindein their going 1n and out be 
others whoſoever; And conſequentlyitc 
cerneth governours of Chriſtian familis, 

I. ReaAs. Becauſe ſuch a due quali 
frame of ſpirit » and an anſwerable walk 
will cend much to the preſervation ofthif 
authority , & to a giving prevention of ca; 
tempt of their perſons with thoſe wha 
they have to doe withall. See a nol 
proofe of this > Mark. 6. 20, Herod: ful” 
Tohn, knowing that he was a juſt man,and an} 
and obſerved him : and when he heard him, Wl 
many things , and heard him gladly , Andi. 
the Lord is graciouſly pleaſed to hone 
them , as doe honour him , as he hath” 
1 Sam. 2. 30. Them that honour me, I wil 
nour; and they that deſpiſe me ſhalbe lightly 
med | of 


II. Re as. Becauſe otherwiſe if they! 
ignorant , or profane and diſſolute, or” 
miſle and careleſſe in their behaviour; tit 
their performance of duty , and ſervice! 
God in their families, wilbe much fleightt F 
| 


and diſregarded , through an aptneſſen 
feniow 
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|; 1 $410urs to take occalion thence thereunto, 
4 ; 'Fhis may be ſeene in a moſt remarkable ex- 
apple, even the ſonnes of old Elt, that were 
"5 oifie Lords Priefts, See 1 Sam. 2, verſ.12.& 17. 


compared together. 'The ſonnes of Eli 

{& were ſonnes of Belial they knew not the 

 < Lord; — The finne of the yong men was 

li þ very great before the Lord: for men ab 
-& horred the offering of the Lord, 


c 
U 


1i# OBSERy.King Solomon ſucceeding his 
her David in the Kingdome of Iſrael by 
: $0ods delignmentzand it being offered unto 
+ Wimtoalke what he would , and the ſame 
ould be granted unto him from the Lord; 
- $He very prudently and providently aſked 
Fildome & knowledge to goe out & come 
before that great people of God, as being 
wot behoovfull for him. Now this his pe- 
Jiition was ſo well approved and accepted of 
.FGod; that he granted unto him , not only 
dome and knowlege according to his de- 
fre, but alſo riches, and wealth, and ho» 
Jourtoo , ſuch as no Kings before him, or 
fatter him had the like . See 2 Chron, 1,7,8z 
| 010,11; I2, 


LVI. PROPOSITION. 
Moreover,Governours of fami- 


lics ought to looke to the —_ 
0 
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of their families, 8 to take coy 
that the members of their he&{ 
holds doe joyne in the ſerve 
God with thetn . 


Pxoor. When Jacob was adverith 
goe up to Bethel to dwell therezandtol 
the Lord; he takes courſe with hisfa 
that they ſhould joyne with him ther 
See this Gen. 35. 2» 3. »» Then JacbF, 
33 unto his houſhold, and to all than, 
»» wich him, Put away the ſtrange Gobih 
3» are among you, and be cleane, andch 
3» your garments , And let us ariſe, and! 
2» upto Bethel , &c.] And thus renom 
Joſhua approved himſelfe . See Joſh.up 
But 4s for me, and my houſe, wee wil ſera 
Lord. 

I.Re as. Becauſe governours of fan 
are charged to ſee not only to the wellat 
the bodies and outward ſtate of thoſet 
belong unto them : See 1 Timoth. 5.4, 
any provide not for his owne, and ſpecially forth 
of his owne houſe , he hath denied the faith , as 
worſe then an infide!! : But they oughtallo 
watch for their ſoules , by how much 
good of their ſoules is of greateſt value, 
Math. 16, 26, For what is a man profited, 
ſhall gaine the whole world , and ooſe hu 

(un 
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© COB? Or what ſhall a man give in exchange for 
it helfsule? God gave the fourth commande- 
« Kent co all men but ſpecially ro Gover- 
Wig urs of families. Exod. 20.8--10. And we 
ow God had a controverſy with old Eli 
» $orthe wickedneſle of his ſonnes, See the 
Wory » 152m. 2.29- 
Il, Re as. Becauſe if goyernours be care- 
[ro doe their full endeavour in the bee. 
ten alfe of thoſe of their families in the buſines 
ON, ſerving God ; albeit poſſibly they cannot 
Urevaile with them ſo effeRually, as were to 
ol | wilhed; yet they ſhall in ſo doing fave 
their owne ſoules. See this implied, Ezek. 
| 3.19. » Yet ifthou warne the wicked,&he 
my, tune not from his wickedneſſe , nor from 
Tz his wicked way » he ſhall dye in his ini- 
"F ,quity; but thou haſt delivered thy ſoule . 
True it iszthis is ſpecially ſpoken of the Mi- 
'F nifter; but the governour of the family may 
'F learne his leſſon hence , fith he hath as fully 
Y the charge of his family,as the miniſter hath 
4 ofthe Congregationin this matter. 
 OBsSERy. ltisthe wiſdome of thoſe that 
xe to be governours of families, to lay a 
00d foundation for tratablenefſe unto re- 
$100 1n thoſe that are to belong unto them? 
Firſt, by marrying in the Lord, and living 
chaſt in wedlock , that there may be an holy 
leed, See Mal.z,15, And ſecondly , by ta- 
king 


Wj 


d 


| 
| 
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king heed whom they doe admit to 
with them » that they be traRable unty | 
gious courſes , See Davids reſolution 

3» in, Pal. i01.6,7, Mine eyes (halbeeff 
»» the faichfull of the land, that thy 
»» dwell with me: He that walketh in; 

»» fe& way » he ſhall ſerve me, Hetha 

»» keth deceit » ſhall not dwell with, 
»» houſe: He that telleth lies ſhall not 
in my fight. Allyſ, The Lordinhs 
forbade any Proſelyte, to be admitted 
Paſſeover(though he were himſelf circalh, 
Ciſed » and did outwardly profeſſe the fa, 
unleſſe all the males in his houſe wer: 
cumciſed alſo , and did profeſſe the (af 
aſwell as himſelfe . See Exod.12.48, 


LVII. PROPOSITION. 


The members and inhabitan 
of Chriſtian families ought tols: 
willing and tractable to jon 
readily together in the perfaſ 
mance of family-duties of relig 
on, and to ſubmit to their gout 
nours going out and in beta 
them therein , 


P&xo0F.Thisrule of direRion is iwp - 


TLILL: 


Ot 
hs 


Ted 


, 0 
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&j ſuch their ſubmiſſion and tra&ableneſſe 
' Potheirrulers in the waies of religion, See 
8, Prov. 1.8,9, My ſonne heare the inftrugi» 
04, 0n of thy father , and forfake not the law 
of thy mother , For they ſhalbe an orna- 
ment of grace unto thy head, and chaines 
þ about thy neck, 
[Il.Re as.Becauſe of the encouragmene 
thence to others , the people of God » who 
| will joy toſee their order, See 2 John,vert. 4» 
Ite 
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I rejoyced preatly that I found of thy childmir 
king in trueth,as we have recetved a comm, 
from the Father. 

OBsSERv. Any members of fam 
even godly ſeryants,may adorne the Golf 
by a due approving of themſelves ton 
governours. See Titus, 2, 10, Whe 
through an undue cowfſe of theirs, 
Name of God, and his dotrine maybe 
phemed ;as is implied , 1 Timoth.6.1, fi 


LVIII, PROPOSITION, 


— Thoſe Chriſtian families: 
thrice happy and bleſſed fore 
more, whoſe God is the La 
and doe feare this glorious: 
fearefull Name, T HE LOR, 
THY GOD, walking ini 
waies,and departing from alli 
quity. 

PROOF. See Pal. 144. 15. Happyit! 
people that is in ſuch a caſe : yea happie is tha 
ple whoſe God is the Lord. See allo Plal.114 
Bleſſed aretheundefiled inthe way ; who wa 
the law of the Lord . 


Re as. Becauſe they ſhall haye peace! 


mercy from the Lord , both tempor" 
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lhnSicitually » and eternally . See this Galar. 
ml. 16, And as many as walke according to this 
lt, peace be on them, and mercy , and upon the 
zlof God . Pſal, 119. 6. Then ſhall 1 not be 
emed,when 1 have reſpeFt unto all thy comman- 
ments, See alſo Plal. 125, & 127, & 128. 
VieSholly » being three of the Pſalmes of de- 
'$ , Wices, 

bel# OB85ERv.O how it concerneth all Chri- 
1, Rizrs to exerciſe themſelves unto godli- 
, ith bodily exerciſe profiteth little , but 
' Podlineſſe is profitable unto all things, and 
; hath the promiſes both of this life, and of 
" hatwhich is to come. See 1 Tim. 4.78. 


— 


h— 
— 


Revel. 22. 29, 


Hewhich teſlifieth theſe things , ſaith, Surely , 
"eb HAmen . Even ſo, Come Lord 
ſ, 


FINIS. 


L444. 


